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PREFACE 


On September 25 1985 Governor George Deukmejian signed into law A B 2104 
(Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) This legislation established under the 
administration of the California State Archives a State Government Oral History 
Program "to provide through the use of oral history a continuing documentation of 
state policy development as reflected in California's legislative and executive history 

The following interview is one of a senes of oral histones undertaken for inclusion in 
the state program These interviews offer insights into the actual workings of both the 
legislative and executive processes and policy mechanisms They also offer an 
increased understanding of the men and women who create legislation and implement 
state policy Further they provide an overview of issue development in California 
state government and of how both the legislative and executive branches of 
government deal with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their contributions to and influence 
on the policy process of the state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government as well as legislative staff 
advocates members of the media and other people who played significant roles m 
specific issue areas of major and continuing importance to California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work cooperatively with oral history 
units at California colleges and universities to conduct interviews this program is 
structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise m oral history available 
through California s several institutionally based programs 



Participating as cooperation institutions m the State Government Oral History Program 
are 


Oral History Program 

History Department 

California State University Fullerton 

Oral History Program 
Center for California Studies 
California State University Sacramento 

Oral History Program 
Claremont Graduate School 

Regional Oral History Office 
The Bancroft Library 
University of California Berkeley 

Oral History Program 

University of California Los Angeles 


The establishment of the California State Archives State Government Oral History 
Program marks one of the most significant commitments made by any state toward the 
preservation and documentation of its governmental history It supplements the often 
fragmentary historical written record by adding an organized primary source enriching 
the historical information available on given topics and allowing for more thorough 
histoncal analysis As such the program through the preservation and publication of 
interviews such as the one which follows will be of lasting value to current and future 
generations of scholars citizens and leaders 


JohnF Bums 
State Archivist 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Robert J Lagomarsino was bom in Ventura California September 4 1926 He 
attended pnvate and public schools in Ventura and went on to college at the University 
of California Santa Barbara After serving in the United States Navy from 1944 to 
1946 he completed his undergraduate degree and then attended the School of Law at 
Santa Clara University graduating in 1953 

After completing law school Lagomarsino set up practice in Ventura while 
living in Ojai He soon became involved in local politics winning election to the Ojai 
City Council m 1958 Within eight months he was voted mayor by his fellow city 
council members Not long after winning re election to the city council Lagomarsino 
ran for the California State Senate in a special election held in October of 1961 to 
replace the seat vacated due to the death of Senator James J McBride He defeated his 
opponents and won election as a Republican to the Thirty third Senate District He 
served in the senate from 1962 to 1974 when he won election to the Umted States 
House of Representatives 

During his tenure in the state senate Lagomarsino served as chair of the 
Institutions Committee and the Natural Resources Committee He also was a member 
of the Governmental Efficiency Rules Judiciary Finance and Revenue and Taxation 
committees Lagomarsino was named legislative conservationist of the year by the 
California and National Wildlife Federations 

In 1974 the seat for the Thirteenth Congressional District opened when Charles 
M Teague passed away Lagomarsino ran and won election to the seat serving until 
1993 While in Congress he was a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee and the 
Interior and Insular Affairs Committee He was the author of the legislation that 
established the Channel Islands National Park 

Norma Mabrey Lagomarsino was bom m Burbank California on November 18 
1926 She moved with her family to Palm Springs California as a young girl and 
attended public schools there After high school she attended Ventura College for a 
time before returning to Palm Springs In 1947 she married Maurice Smith with 
whom she had two children She met Robert Lagomarsino in 1958 and they married in 
1960 


During the years her husband was a state senator Mrs Lagomarsino was a 
member of PALS (Protective Association for Legislative Spouses Club) While in 
Washmgton D C she served as president of the Congressional Club from 1981 to 
1983 and she was a member of the National Institute of Mental Health Advisory 
Council during the Reagan and Bush administrations Currently she is a member of 
the Assistance League and is on the boards of the California State University Channel 
Islands Foundation and Interface of Ventura County 
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[Session 1 July 13 2000] 
[Begin Tape 1 Side A] 


YATES 


R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


Thank you for meeting with me this afternoon Mr Lagomarsmo 
What we like to do is just start from the very beginning When and 
where were you bom 9 

I was bom in Ventura California just down the road from here 
At a local hospital 9 

They call it the Big Sister s Hospital on Poll Street which is just a 
few blocks from the present [Ventura] City Hall which before that 
was the [Ventura] County Court House 

Oh I see I saw that today That s an impressive building So it 
was near 

It s about two blocks west of that 
OK And when were you bom 9 
September 4 1926 

Now how did your family come to Ventura 9 

Let s see My father s father—my grandfather—came from Italy 

when he was thirteen years old He had a third grade education He 
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YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


went to San Francisco and then he went to [John A ] Sutter[ s] Mill 
where [James W ] Marshall was I guess he went there because of 
the gold rush but he wasn t involved in that But there s a book 
called Women of the Sierra Have you heard of it? 

I think I have 

I don t remember who the author is [Anne Seagraves] but there s a 
story in there about him 
What was his name? 

His name was John Lagomarsino That s probably not what it was 
originally but that s 

Right Now do you know when he came over? 

Oh it had to be in the late 1880s or early nineties because he came 
here in 1894 after he had been up there for a while 
Now do you know did he come straight from Italy to San 
Francisco? 

I think he did I think he came around Well what did he do? 
What route he would have taken? 

Well I m not sure what route I don t think he went through Ellis 
Island [New York] I think he came across the Panama Canal 
Well no It was before the Panama Canal 


YATES 


Right 
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R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


So he would have come across the country there 
So he might have landed at Ellis Island? 

I don t think so 
You don t think he did? 

I don t think he did 

OK And do you know why he came? 

Seeking opportunity Well one story—which may or may not be 
true—is that his father And some of this doesn t make sense 

but his father was a sea captain who sailed away one time and never 
came back And there was some thought that maybe my 
grandfather came looking for him but I don t think that s probably 
true 

And then later—this was much later m fact—after he died 
my dad and I were at a Rotary [International] meeting down in the 
[San Fernando] Valley Agoura [Hills] or Calabasas I guess it was 
I don t remember why we were there It was Columbus Day 
There just happened to be a guy there whose wife was the 
choreographer for the movie Mutmv on the Bounty Not the 
original the second one 
The second one 

Yes And I think he was the police chief in Papeete—this guy was 
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YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


He said that he was descended from somebody named Lagomarzino 
with a z who amved m Tahiti about the same time this Captain 
Lagomarsino disappeared Now whether that s true or not 
And we don t want to run it down either because it s too good a 
story to ruin [Laughter] I don t want to disprove it But anyway 
he came here 

So you know he went to San Francisco 9 
Yes 

And then he went to Sutter s Mill 
He went to Sutter[ s] Mill yes 
And what was he doing there 9 

Just working m a boardinghouse I think Then he heard about the 
railroad going through Ventura and thought it would be a good 
place to go And also I think he had some relatives here because 
there are other relatives who were here about the same time—the 
Peiranos and Rafettos and so on That s probably the real reason 
And do you know how they ended up here in this location 9 
No Probably much the same And then he was a very enterprising 
guy He was m farming He had several ranches m Ventura 
County and also at one time had the Point Concepcion ranch in 


Santa Barbara 
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YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 


Oh OK 

He was in the wholesale liquor business—wine and beer 
He was enterprising 

I think at that time in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties And he 
was in banking He started a bank—the Lima Bean Bank 
Lima Bean'? 

Lima Bean Bank in Ventura I don t know how he did it but he 
knew [Amadeo] A P Giannmi the founder of the Bank of 
Amenca-the Bank of Italy it was then In fact my grandfather was 
on the first board of directors of the Bank of Italy 
Oh really 1 ? 

Yes 

Very interesting 
Yes it is 
An early settler 

And then another thing is he sent for my grandmother that he 
hadn t seen since she was ten years old or something She came 
over here and they got mamed and had 
So this was somebody he grew up with 1 ? 

Yes They had three boys and two girls 
Now what town were they from in Italy 1 ? 



6 


R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 


Genoa I ve never been there but they tell me there s a town not 
too far from Genoa up in the mountains called Lagomarsino But 
apparently they are not related but they probably are 
But it s spelled the way you spell your name 9 
Yes 

So you don t know if the spelling was changed or not at any point 9 
I don t think so I don t think so although one time when I was in 
Congress I was m my office and a girl came in and said There s a 
man out here named Lagomarcmo who d like to talk to you I 
said Send him m He came in and said I was just walking 
down the hallway here and I noticed your name It was sort of an 
out of the place office which was good because unless someone 
was looking for it they usually didn t find it Very convenient to 
elevators garages committee hearing rooms Anyway he said 
My grandfather came here from Italy and he spelled his name the 
same as yours—with an s But after he made a little money he 
bought a tombstone—like a lot of Italian immigrants did—and the 
mason who did the name on the tombstone spelled it wrong 
Spelled it with a c so he changed his name [Laughter] 

Oh because it was easier to do that than 


R LAGOMARSINO Yes right 
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YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


Now what was your grandmother s name 7 
Katenna 

So it was Katenna and John Lagomarsmo 9 
Right 

You said you think he came to this area Ventura in the 1890s 9 

Yes 1890s—pretty sure 

And set up vanous Started in farming 9 

Farming banking wholesale liquor 

OK So it progressed 9 

Yes he had several saloons I think there was one in Ventura 

Oxnard Ojai Santa Paula at least Maybe more than that 

How many children did they have 9 

Five 

Five 9 

Three boys and two girls [Delvma and Nilda Lagomarsmo] My 
dad was the youngest 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


The youngest 9 What was your dad s name 9 
Emilio [J Lagomarsmo] 

Now what about your mother 9 

And the funny part is the other two boys had Anglo names 
William and John [Lagomarsmo] 
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YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


But not your father 9 
But not my father 
Do you know why that is 9 
No I don t 

What about your mother s side of the family 9 
Her name was Gates and in her background there was also Clark 
and Brumbaugh-Germans So they are German/Insh/English Her 
father [Albert C Gates] and his sister and his sister s husband 
[Oliver P Clark] were the ones who founded the Title Insurance 
and Trust Company which was one of the I guess it was the 
first One of those Now there are a lot of them and TI no 
longer exists In fact someplace 

His sister my maternal grandfather s sister was What 
was her name 9 Clark Anyway she was a very active Republican 
and was probably one of the first women [Republican] National 
Committee members I believe she was probably if not the first 
woman one of them for sure 
This was your aunt 9 
Yes great aunt 

Great aunt OK What was her name 9 

Her name was Elsie [Ella Estelle E E ] Clark We always called 
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YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 


R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 


her Auntie Clark 

So this is your grand[father s] sister 7 
Right 

On your mother s side 7 
Right She was quite wealthy 
When would that be 7 
Well she was a delegate during 
[Interruption] 

You were talking about your great aunt and her last name 
She was a national committeewoman Someplace we have pictures 
of her with [Herbert C ] Hoover and [J Calvin] Coolidge so it was 
about that time—early twenties And one thing that was really 
interesting my mother s family were all as far as I know 
Republicans And so was my dad s family which doesn t quite fit 
the picture that you think of of Italian immigrants being 
Republicans but he was 

I hadn t thought about that So you think of them generally as 
being Democrats 7 

Yes right But he was a Republican and all of my dad s brothers 
were and he was too Then he became a Democrat 
I m sorry Who was this 7 Who became the Democrat 7 
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R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


My dad 
Your dad 

Oh probably sometime in the thirties and he became a Democrat 
because he always kind of liked the underdogs One time a bunch 
of rich Republicans were saying what he thought were temble 
things about [Franklin D ] Roosevelt so he changed his 
registration I don t think he ever voted for a Democrat after that 
but 

He became a registered Democrat 9 
Yes became a registered Democrat 

Back to your mother s side of the family Were they from Ventura 
also 9 Where did they live 9 

They lived here She was bom actually m Santa Barbara but spent 
most of her life m Ventura 
What was your mom s name 9 
Maijone [E ] 

And her last name was 9 

Gates And she was I guess it was kind of a class thing ma 

way I think some people were upset that she married my dad 
because he was Italian And they were of course Protestants and 


he was a Catholic She became a Catholic 
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R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


How did they meet*? 

I don t know I have heard but I don t remember In school 
probably 

Now were did she grow up 9 
She grew up in Ventura 

OK She was bom in Santa Barbara but Do you know how her 
family ended up m this area 7 

Not really I think it had something to do with the Title Insurance 

and Trust Company They probably were opening up an office 

here They came up here to do that 

And that s the business her father was in 7 

Yes right He also did some real estate development 

OK Pretty consistently 7 

Yes and my mother s younger brother [Oliver P Gates] was the 
manager of the local branch here 

Oh OK So you said your mom actually grew up in the area 7 
Yes She went to what was then Santa Barbara 
Normal school 7 

Normal school I guess they call it A teacher s college [Santa 
Barbara State College] which became the university later-where I 


went 
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R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


Right Where you went 9 
Yes 

So she did get a degree 9 

Yes she did and she actually taught school one year There are 

still people around who were in her class 

Oh really 9 She taught for many years 9 

One year I think 

Oh just one year 9 

Just one year 

So she went to the normal school What about your dad s 
education 9 

Well my dad went to [University of California] Berkeley and 
graduated m economics 

Oh I see OK So even though he was from immigrant His 
family 

I don t think the two girls went to higher education but I think all 
the boys did My Uncle John the oldest of my grandfather s sons 
was the manager of the Bank of America here and a vice president 
of the Bank of America 

What about your mother s siblings 9 Did she have siblings 9 
Let s see Well the one I mentioned who was the manager of the 
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R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


Title Insurance and Trust Company And she had an older brother 
Richard [Gates] who was a farmer in Ojai [He] had an orange 
orchard that he later sold and went to Oregon and went to Mexico 
He was bom fifty years too late Let s see 
Did she have any sisters 9 

Had one sister [Ruth Gates] who was bom before the turn of the 
century and is still alive We went to her 100th birthday last year 
Oh my gosh That s incredible 
Yes 

And what about your mom and her siblings 9 Did they all go to 
college 9 Well you said your mother did I m sorry 
My mother did I really don t know 
OK 

I think they did 

Now you said your dad studied engineering at Berkeley 9 
Economics 

Economics What was he planning to do 9 
I don t know 

What did he end up doing 9 

Well he ended up m farming Much like his father he ended up in 
farming He also ended up m the wholesale liquor business That 
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was the mam thing He was very very interested in—and I guess 
moderately successful m—the oil business and finding oil leases 
and leasing them to oil companies that sort of thing He also 
twenty seven years ago now I guess started the bank that I m now 
chairman of the board of 
Oh? And the name of it is? 

American Commercial Bank In fact that s where I was this 
morning We had a meeting and I m going to another one tonight 
So he was involved m a number of things 
Yes a lot of things 

Well you mentioned you don t know exactly how your parents met 
but Now at what age then did they get married? 

I think like twenty one Pretty young 

So they both would have just finished college then 7 

Right 

And then where did they settle exactly 7 

In Ventura They first had a house on—I think this was their first 
house—on Mansol Dnve I remember because I have pictures of 
me as a little kid there Which is up m the hills in east Ventura 
And then in the Depression they lost that house and moved to a 
little tract house out in the east end of Ventura until oh gosh I 
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guess the forties when they bought a large house on Lincoln Drive 

just above where their first house was 

Oh Well what about you? Do you have siblings? 

I have one brother and one sister 
And where are you in the age range? 

I m the oldest 

You re the youngest did you say? 

Oldest 

Oldest? Oh OK And what are your brother and sister s names? 
Richard [A Lagomarsmo] and Catherine [Lagomarsmo Wood] 

OK So none of you got Italian names? 

No no no 

[Laughter] Just a second I m taking a note here 

And as far as I know none of what would be grandchildren did or 

great children None of them 

No none Just your dad? 

Yes just my dad I think he was the only one 

Tell me a little bit about your family life and what it was like 

growing up in Ventura 

Ventura of course was a fairly small town then And it was very 
nice The house that they moved to the small one was actually as 
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far as houses went in Ventura There were just bean fields and 
walnut orchards beyond us I went to Saint Cathenne s Academy a 
private Catholic school which no longer exists They re having a 
75th anniversary m September but the school isn t there anymore 
For all but I think one year when I went to a public school But 
I went back there and graduated from the eighth grade There were 
three boys in my class two of whom didn t live long after that 
actually 
Oh really 9 

They were both killed in automobile accidents 

Oh that s too bad Now why did you go to public school for a 

year 9 

Where 9 

I said Vhy Well where and why 9 

Well it was m Ventura The Washington [Elementary] School I 
don t remember why 
What age were you then 9 
Probably 

Was that elementary 9 
Yes 


YATES 


OK 
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Before the eighth grade And then I went to of course the junior 
and high school 

And where did you go to junior high and high school 9 
Ventura 

OK So the Ventura 
Ventura High School 
And Ventura Junior High 9 
It was Ventura Junior High 

So you only went to Catholic school then for the elementary 
[years] 9 

Well I later went to law school at Santa Clara [University ] but 
Right but I mean in terms of when you were growing up m 
Ventura 9 
Right 

And what about your siblings 9 Did they go to public 
Let s see My sister went to USC [University of Southern 
California] 

But I mean in terms of locally 9 
Oh they went to Saint Cathenne s too 

OK So tell me a little bit then what role did religion play in your 
family 9 You went to a Catholic school 
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I think it probably made a big difference Certainly academically it 
did We were way ahead of anybody else You would have to ask 
somebody else about that 

I just meant m your day to day life'? Did you go to church a lot 1 ? 

Yes We fell away from that later but yes we did then 
But you were definitely raised Catholic? 

Yes 

Your mother was Protestant right? 

But she became a Catholic although she was never really as 
religious as most people who were mamed to Italians are 
[Laughter] 

So it doesn t sound like religion played a really dominating role It 
was there That s what I was trying to get at 
I would say an important but not dominating kind of a thing 
Well how did you like school? 

I never really liked it very much I always did pretty well 
You studied hard? 

And I remember we At Saint Catherine s there was a very 
wealthy lady Edith Hoffman who was a benefactor of the school 
She lived right across the street from us later when we moved up on 
the hill The school got the idea that boys should wear neckties to 
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school and we all did for a while but then didn t do it anymore But 
some of the boys were smarter than I was and they would take one 
in their pocket Mrs Hoffman visited one time and I didn t have a 
tie so I went around all day kind of like this 
[Laughter] Holding your shirt 9 

Yes so they couldn t see Mrs Hoffmans daughter Kay Haley 
served as the treasurer of my campaign committees m the senate 
and Congress 

Well by the time you got to high school what subjects were you 
interested m if anything 9 

Well you know when I was in high school I worked all the time 
after school 
Did you 9 

At our warehouse First doing make work things like dusting off 
bottles but then later delivering and stacking cases unloading box 
cars and all that kind of stuff 

When you say warehouse what was the warehouse for 9 
Liquor wme and beer warehouse 
OK so this was for the business 9 

This was really a tradition almost in Ventura—I mean the 
Lagomarsmo warehouse A lot of people worked there They can 
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tell you today You 11 probably still find a lot of people who 
worked for my dad 
Oh really 9 
Yes 

Were there other people your age working or were these all older 9 
Yes 

So teenagers 9 
Yes 

So it sounds like you spent most of your free time then working 
after school 9 

And hunting and fishing and things like that 

Oh OK That was my other question is how would you spent your 
free time 9 

And then later we I mentioned my uncle who lived m Ojai His 
aunt the wealthy one that I mentioned before bought some 
property Well she actually bought his ranch for him I think or 
loaned him the money And she bought a separate piece of 
property [which] adjoins that that Norma [Mabrey Lagomarsmo] 
and I own today 
Oh I see 

We spent a lot of time in the summer up there In fact we d go and 
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live there for the summer usually 

I m sorry Is this the aunt who was politically active 9 Is that the 
aunt you re referring to 9 
Right 
OK 

I didn t even know when we were growing up that she was 
politically active 

Right but I m just trying to make 

But before I forget I was starting to talk about it and then I did 
forget Anyway but when we were up there we worked on the 
ranch watering trees At one time he had sheep and we had to herd 
the sheep and help shear them and all that kind of stuff We had a 
hayfield and we would cut the hay and then pile it on the wagons 
And we always had horses which was really neat We rode horses 
all the time 
Sounds great 

Yes it was And this uncle [Richard Gates] the one who was born 
fifty years too late took us on pack tops in the Sierras 
Oh that s quite an experience 
Oh yes 

So when you say he was bom fifty too years late you mean 


YATES 
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R LAGOMARSINO He would have liked to have been a mountain man with Kit Carson 

Anyway one fact that s interesting is he was married to a very nice 
lady [Genevieve Gates] who was a school teacher They got a 
divorce and he married a girl [Barbara Wentworth Gates] much 
younger than he was who was interested in horses Well the other 
one was too but not to the same extent But this one really was It 
didn t work out though I don t see how anybody could have been 
married to him anyway [Laughter] But anyway it didn t work 
out They moved to Oregon and left In fact she just died about a 
week ago 

YATES So what happened to that property then 9 It stayed m the family 

R LAGOMARSINO Well my father bought the ranch from my uncle I guess at that 

time my mother had inherited the two and a half acres that my aunt 
had bought for herself and had sort of a house where people would 
go and stay in the summertime and on weekends Trade off with 
the family I stayed there after I got married for three months or so 
and I and the kids [Karen Lagomarsmo Kraft Dexter Smith and 
Dana Smith] have all stayed there One of our kids Dana lives 
there now 

Anyway before I forget—third time now—after I was elected 


to the [California] State Senate I got a book [ The California 
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Legislature ! which you ve probably seen about the state senate 
written by [Joseph Allan] Joe Beek secretary of the senate 

YATES Oh yes 

R LAGOMARSINO Joe Beek was still alive then He was still the secretary of the 

senate and he sent me this book I guess he sent it to everybody 
who got elected 

YATES We have a copy of it m the office 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes well there s a great article m there Anyway he sent me this 

book and I m reading it m bed I don t think I had even been sworn 
in yet I hadn t been but I m getting ready to go up to Sacramento 
There s a chapter called I think Legislative Oratory The 
conclusion was there wasn t much especially m the senate But he 
said perhaps the greatest orator who ever existed in the California 
legislature was Senator Lee C Gates from Los Angeles the 
chairman of the senate Judiciary Committee He was chosen by the 
legislature to respond to William Jennings Bryan who was sent out 
here by I guess it was President [T Woodrow] Wilson to try to talk 
California out of passing the alien land laws And I m reading this 
and I said ‘Norma this is my uncle 1 No one ever told me that he 
was a state senator 


YATES 


I wonder why no one talked about that 



24 


R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 


R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 


R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 


I don t know Isn t that funny 9 I ve just run for the state senate 

and no one mentioned it 9 I couldn t believe it 

Yes that s an interesting story III have to take a look at the book 

Yes take a look at the book I probably have one here someplace 

Because I do remember when we met for our pre interview that you 

just briefly mentioned this relative that you didn t know anything 

about So he was a great uncle 9 

Great uncle yes 

And he was from Los Angeles 9 

Yes he was in Los Angeles 

So you have a lot of 

But they came from someplace back East I don t know where 
exactly Iowa or something like that 

Well we were talking about some different topics but I was asking 
you a little bit about school and then you mentioned that you 
actually spent a lot of time working after school Were there any 
teachers who you connected with or you feel influenced you when 
you were in high school 9 

Well I m sure there were but I can t think of any right now 
Well not everybody has a teacher that really strikes them but I 
always like to ask 
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Well let me stop here and think again You mentioned that 
your parents lost their house during the Depression Of course you 
would have been ten in 1936 so what impact did the Depression 
have on you and your family? 

Not much really I mean we moved but I don t really even hardly 
remember the first house So it didn t have that much effect 
What about on your dad s businesses? 

Well he started out working for somebody in a hardware store over 
in Santa Paula And it wasn t of course until The family was 
quite wealthy and they took a real bath in the Depression 
especially with bank stocks and stuff They were pretty big m the 
Transamenca [Corporation] Bank of America and all that But 
after when Prohibition ended m what 34? I think it was 34 1 
I should know but I can check the date 

That s when he started the wholesale liquor business He knew 
through his father I guess several people who were m breweries 
and so on and got some credit and support from them But mostly 
he just worked his tail off I mean he really did So that kind of 
started 

Now you mentioned your mom taught for one year? 


1 Prohibition ended in 1933 
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I think it was just one year 

And so basically she was at home raising the three of you 9 
Right 

Well I imagine if you re working after school and going to school 
you probably didn t have time for much else during the school 
week then 7 
Yes not much 

But you would go out to the ranch 7 During the summers is that 
when you would go 7 Anything else about growing up that strikes 
you 7 

Well my dad worked all the time but he did take us hunting and 
fishing Things like that 

Well let me ask you how do you think your parents influenced 
you 7 

Well I think they certainly gave me the idea that you should work 
hard and be truthful and honest and all that sort of thing My 
mother was like any mother warm and loving My dad was not 
very much but he was very busy He was kind of a tough guy 
Was he 7 
Yes 

In what way 7 
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Oh pretty critical Later he wasn t—much later He was the kind 

of a guy that would never tell you Gee I m proud of you He d 

tell everybody else and then they d tell you so you knew 

You d find out in a roundabout manner 

I think he knew that was going on too 

But anything else about their impact on you 7 

Well when I started my law practice I asked if I could borrow 

$1 000 He said No 

Why 7 

I don t know I guess he just thought I should figure out some other 
way to get the money 
Do it on your own 7 
[Nods yes ] 

And what did you do 7 

What did I do 7 I don t even remember 

We can come back to your law practice He sounds like he was 
tough 

Yes he was tough but on the other hand he was very generous 
Although you might question the motives he made us all partners 
m his business adventures whether it was a ranch or whatever it 
was Of course he kept most of the money though 
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So your sister too 9 

which saved on taxes It was really some very practical estate 
planning as it turned out 
So he included your sister also 9 
Yes Oh yes 

So you were all treated equally 9 

Everybody had to be treated equally In fact at one point—this 
was much later—my brother bought a farm or a piece of property 
from him and his brother They owned it together My brother did 
all the work he borrowed the money developed it He did all that 
but my dad insisted that my sister and I be equal owners with him 
With your brother 9 

Yes He kind of resented that a little bit but he went along with it 
Where do you think that came from that sort of insistence to 
include all of you 9 

Probably from his family I would think That s the way his father 
was We used to have a dining room set that had been in my 
grandfather s house all the chairs had arms on them He said By 
gosh my kids are going to have the same kind of chairs that I do 
And did he 9 
Yes 
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How much time did you spend with your various grandparents 7 
Not very much with my mother s side of the family In fact my 
grandfather died Oh I was probably [in my] early teens But 
the other one died before I was even bom 
Oh I see 

But his mother I spent quite a bit of time with my mother s 
mother [Susan Benson Gates] and with that grandfather too but he 
died when I was quite young But my grandmother lived for quite a 
while Both grandmothers did in fact 

But it sounds like you did spend time—on your mother s side of the 
family—with this uncle who had the ranch and then the great aunt 
And the great aunt We didn t spend a lot of time with her but 
when she would come up to Ojai we d see her She also bought a 
house m Balboa-bought two houses in fact We spend quite a bit 
of time down at her house in 
It sounds like she had a bit of money 

Yes she did She lived on Hope Street m L A which is still a 
pretty nice street 

And where did she get her money from 7 
I think mostly from the Title Insurance and Trust Company 


YATES 


Did she marry 7 
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Well the story is that she ran off with some woman s husband 
Norma knows that story 

But it sounds like she was independently Had money 
Oh yes 

Now what about your dad s side of the family in terms of your 
aunts and uncles? 

I mentioned that one uncle was a banker and into farming too He 
had ranches around Ventura County So was the other one 
[William] Bill [Lagomarsmo] was his name and he had ranching 
operations and he also was on the board of directors of 
Transamenca Corporation So they were all into banking to some 
extent 

So that started with your grandfather being on the board of Bank of 

America 7 

Yes yes 

And would you spend much time with them? 

No 

OK 

Well I d see them at family things The older one John was a 
member of the Ventura County Fair board for—God I don t 
know—years and years and years and years He also was very 
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famous as being one the premiere barbecuers in the whole county 
They had a very nice house nght below ours the one on Lincoln 
Dnve The other uncle lived nght around the comer from them So 
my dad at one point was the only one who didn t live up on the hill 
He was out in the little house in the east end 
I see 

The one uncle Bill had a cabin down the Sespe River You had to 

pack into it on horseback We would still have to I guess if we 

wanted to go there 

Is that cabin still in the family 9 

No 

No Well I want to come back to politics a little bit You 

mentioned that your dad at least changed his party affiliation 

[Laughter] to Democrat but both sides of your family 

My dad was the county chairman for [James] Jimmy Roosevelt 

when he ran for governor 

Oh really 9 

Yes 

So that was later on 9 
Yes that was later on 

Well tell me what was it like in the family 9 Did you discuss 
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politics 9 

I don t remember doing that at all 
So not around the dinner table 9 
No 

But you knew your dad changed his party affiliation 9 
Yes I knew that 

What about during the Depression 9 No discussion about what was 

going on at the national level or 

Well if there was I sure don t remember it 

OK Well some families talk about that and others don t So I was 

curious 

Well my mother was very I don t know if shy is the light 

word but certainly not very forceful or outgoing She was very 
mce just not very forceful and so she wouldn t have argued with 
him 

Oh I see 

Probably did though 
But not that you remember 
No not that I remember 

Well this great aunt again who you said you found out was 
involved at the national level Is that what you said 9 
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Yes 

When did you learn about that 7 

I didn t even learn about that until about the same time that I 

learned about her brother I guess 

OK So this is when you first ran for office 9 

Right Yes 

So none of this ever came up m conversation 9 

No Or if it did I don t remember it Maybe I wasn t paying 

attention but I don t remember it at all 

I know that you went into the Umted States Navy and you were in 
the navy from 1944 1946 You would have been eighteen m 1944 
I was seventeen when I first went m 
OK So did you enlist 9 

Uh huh In fact I finished the Well first I asked my parents if 
they would sign for me which they had to do to go into the Marine 
Corps They said *No [we] won t 
Why wouldn t they do that? 

Well I guess they thought it was too dangerous But they would do 
it for the navy So I finished the last semester of high school in six 
weeks so I could graduate which I did 
What time of year would that have been 9 
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March It was March 15 

March 9 OK so you were eighteen the next September 9 
Yes Sure 

Why were you interested in going into the Marine Corps in the first 
place 9 

Just a patriotic thing Everybody was then during the war [World 
Warn] 

So you just assumed that you would go mto the service 9 
Yes 

What about plans for college 9 

I don t remember really having any plans for that until I got out of 
the navy 

OK So the war was dominating enough that you just 
Oh yes right 
Because this was 44 

Maybe if that hadn t been there I wouldn t have I m sure I would 
have because I would have had to do something 


[End Tape 1 Side A] 
[Begin Tape 1 Side B] 


R LAGOMARSINO One thing that was kind of interesting during the war—before I 

went into the navy like m 41—I was an air raid warden at fifteen 
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years old until I told somebody who didn t like it very well that 
they should turn their lights off and I was deposed 
Oh [Laughter] And how did you end up doing that 7 
[Laughter] I don t know 
And what were your duties exactly 7 

I guess they were to go around and make sure there weren t any 
lights showing anyplace 

And I m sorry Somebody told you to turn the lights off or 
I told somebody to 
And they didn t like that 7 
I guess 

[Laughter] Well so you enlisted in the navy You wanted to go 
into the Marine Corps you said but your parents said no 
Well I wanted a lot of things I also wanted to be a navy aviator 
but my eyes weren t good enough so I never got anyplace with 
that 

OK So you go into the navy That was March did you say 7 
That was March 
Of 44 7 
Forty four 

And where did you go for basic training 7 
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San Diego 
Oh OK 

San Diego Naval Training Center 
And how long were you there 9 

Probably three months It wasn t a very long period Then I went 
to hospital corps school in San Diego [United States] Naval 
Hospital [Balboa Park] 

And what did you learn there 9 

Well basic hospital corpsman stuff And then I went to dental 
technicians school at Terminal Island in Long Beach 
How did this path happen 9 

You know you re given a choice of things to do I didn t know 
what a pharmacist s mate was but it sounded pretty good to me 
So that s what hospital corps school is is pharmacist s 
Hospital corpsman is the same kind of like an apprentice seaman 
and then you become a pharmacist s mate as you go up the ladder 
I don t know what they call it now but that s what I was in 
I m not very much of an expert on the area That s why I m asking 
And when I graduated from the hospital corps school I became a 
pharmacist s mate third class which was I guess that s because 


I had good grades or something And then when I went to dental 
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technicians school that was pretty good 
Now why going from the pharmacist s 
To the dental 9 
To the dental 

Well it was all part of the same thing 

OK How long were you at the hospital corps school 9 Are these 
like several months that you go 9 
Yes several months 

OK So then you were a dental technician 9 
Yes 

And that was at Terminal Island you said 9 
Yes right 

So what happened next 9 

Well the thing that happened next I guess was the war ended 
about that time Then I was sent to Treasure Island in San 
Francisco Actually I was assigned to an APA [attack transport] 
an attack personnel ship to take part in the atomic bomb test m the 
South Pacific We did We sailed over there ItwasUSS 
Rockbridge APA 144 I have a picture of it someplace I know I 
did Well 111 find it But the test was canceled or delayed or 
something so that didn t happen And then after I got back from 
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that trip I was assigned to the AP troop transport Billy Mitchell 
[USS General William Mitchell ] We made one top to Japan to 
bring a load of troops back And then I got out 
Well so you went to Treasure Island 
Because that s where you get the ship 

Because that s the leavmg point 7 Where did you end up going 7 
Kwajalein [Atoll] 

But then you said the mission was canceled 7 
Yes 

And you came back 7 So then you went on the second assignment 7 
You were gomg to Japan is that what you said 7 
It was just to bring the troops back who were being demobilized 
So that was the extent of your actually being shipped out 7 
Right right 

You spent most of the time here 7 

Most of the time Actually most of it at Terminal Island except 
for when I was in San Diego at the school 
What impact do you think having that experience had on you 7 
I think that had a big impact Made me certainly very patriotic and 
very appreciative of the armed services And certainly it gives you 
a lot of discipline 



39 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


And how did you like the experience? 

What? 

How did you like actually being in the navy? 

I probably didn t like it that well at the time It was one of those 
things I m glad I did it but I wouldn t want to do it again 
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[Laughter] 

That was long enough? 

Yes 

So you got out in 1946? 

Right 

So what time of year was it? 

June So there was time to go to college in September which I did 

I take it you knew when you were going to get out You were 

planning to go to college is that 

By then I was—or shortly after 

So you didn t plan to stay in the navy for any kind of 

No no Although later I did try to get a commission in the navy 

Did you? 

Uli huh 

When was that? 

Well when I was going to law school about that time 
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And why did you do that 9 

Because I was still interested in the navy and I thought it would be 

nice to be an officer 

And what happened with that 9 

They said my blood pressure was too high so they didn t take me 

Well now I know as you mentioned that you went to the school at 

Santa Barbara which by the time you entered was part of the 

Umversity of California 

Yes it had just become part of the university 

Right 44 I looked it up because I was cunous 

Was it 44 9 

I don t know what that means exactly in terms of 
What did they call it 9 Santa Barbara Umversity of California 
Santa Barbara campus or something But it was a full fledged 
Right Now remind me Where was it actually located at that 
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point 9 

It was located up on the Riviera which is up above the mission 
there 

That s where the teacher s college had been correct 9 
Yes same grounds 

Because I couldn t easily locate the date when it actually moved to 
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where it is now But that was later 

It was while I was going to school They didn t finish but they had 

started the process When I went there there were classes there on 

the Riviera and also at Santa Barbara City College Then they 

moved of course the whole thing up 

Why did you choose that school 9 

Probably because it was close to home 

Your plans were to come back here 9 

Uli huh I thought I d probably end up in the liquor business 
although it was very difficult to work with my dad Awful hard to 
do 

Descnbe 

Well he s one of the guys that would never delegate anything 
He d ask you to do something but then he d do it himself And 
very hard to please He was always saying Why don t you take 
some of the load off me 9 Well you couldn t He wouldn t let 
you And I was always afraid I was going to make a mistake My 
brother did that 

I was wondenng did your brother go into the business 9 

Yes he did In fact I think that he probably saved the business a 

couple of times because my dad was really old school No one was 
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going to tell him what to do And with all these newer people you 
have to deal with—the distilleries and breweries—they are all 
peopled by MBAs out of Harvard [University] or something who 
think they know what they re going to do And they ve got all the 
cards They can tell you what to do and if you don t do it tough 
It was tough for my dad very unlike when he started out But my 
brother was able to work through most of that 
What s the age difference between you and your brother 9 
Four years 

OK But he stayed with the business then 9 

Well he actually came into it He was a farmer He had several 

ranches and farms 

So this was later on that he became involved 9 
Yes 

Well tell me a little bit about the campus back to your college 
expen ence 

Well the campus was very small I think there were only a couple 
thousand people and I think we had some pretty good professors I 
took economics and business mostly 

Another fellow and I who had been a good friend In fact 


I almost killed him just before I went into the navy I had a car 
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wreck—a convertible—and the car went off the road and he flew 
through the top Or he would have been killed If he had to have a 
seat belt like now he would have been dead Anyway he and I 
were asked to start a chapter of a fraternity there so we did that 
Who asked you to start the chapter? 

A guy [who] represented the fraternity 

Oh Oh OK And what was your friend s name 9 

John Nance In fact just last year we had the fiftieth anniversary of 

the founding of the fraternity and there were quite a few people 

who attended and of course he was one of them Then just a few 

months after that he died 

They didn t have a funeral but they had a memorial service 
several months later and I went to it I told the story about this 
wreck when I made a few remarks One of his sons who I had 
never met came up to me later and said I was going through my 
dad s effects last week and I found this and he gave me—I can 
show it to you This guy was a talented artist and he had drawn 
a cartoon thing—like a comic strip—showing this whole thing 
Oh dear 
Yes' 


YATES 


It left an impression on him Were you hurt 9 
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No The back of my head was cut but I was not injured 
How seriously was he injured 9 
Not at all Less than I was 
[He] flew out of the car 9 

He flew out of the car Yes He would have been killed I m still 
amazed we weren t because it was a convertible and the column 
that holds the windshield up was smashed flat with the back of my 
head and this [indicates the back of his head] was cut right here 
There was dirt in the cut and lots of blood So obviously the car 
turned over just enough to cut my head and to hit it like that but 
not enough to break my neck 
And when did this happen 9 
It was m December of 1943 
And this was right around here that that happened 9 
It was right up the road past Ojai on Highway 33 between Wheeler 
[Springs] and Matilija [Canyon] We were going deer hunting In 
fact it was still pretty early m the morning After the wreck we 
walked into a boxer training camp Sopers down the road just a 
ways I don t remember if we walked down there or hitchhiked 
because it s several miles Anyway I walked in there and the guy 
that ran it was a tough old guy Pop Soper and he looked at me and 
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saw my blood soaked shirt and he said Get a deer? I said No 

just me [Laughter] That s before shock set in 

Well you mentioned starting this fraternity At the point you were 

at Santa Barbara how many fraternities and sororities were there 

even? 

Oh you know there were actually quite a few All formed at 

the same time of course 

Because you started there in fall of 46? 

Yes yes 46 I think we started it almost Yes I think it was m 
46 

OK And what other types of activities were going on on the 
campus? 

Oh you know all the usual stuff Sports and so on but the 
Again I spent most of my time working We had a warehouse in 
Santa Barbara then too and [I was] doing much the same thing I 
had been doing 
Before? 

Delivering and filling in for salesmen when they were on vacation 
That sort of thing 
Where did you live? 

I was married too Two years After two years— 48 
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You got mamed in 48? And what was the name of your wife 9 

Her name was Maxine—that s not this one 

Yes right I know [Laughter] Maxine 9 What was her maiden 

name 9 

Eckerman Her parents were divorced Her father lived in 

Burbank her mother in Covina 

And now how did the two of you meet 9 

She belonged to a sorority 

So she was going to school at UC Santa Barbara 

Yes 

Now where did you live while you were going to school 9 
Well most of the time I lived in—before I got mamed—the 
fraternity house 

So you were working you lived at the fraternity house And where 
was that located 9 

We had several One of them was located on Bath Street and 
another De La Vina Street I think 
De La Vina did you say 9 

I think it was De La Vina And then one was out in Montecito 
[Interruption] 

I was asking about where you lived when you were going to school 
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Of course after I got married I lived m various houses around 
I guess that was Bath Street was where we lived 
You finished college in 1950 You graduated? So you got married 
halfway through being in college? And why did you decide to get 
married at that point? 

Why do you ever [Laughter] 

I mean why not wait until you finish school? Did that enter the 
picture? 

No 

No? It didn t? 

We just thought it d be a good idea 
Now what did you get your degree in? 

Business economics 

OK Business and economics Any professors there that really 
[had an] impact [on] you? 

Yes there were a couple The names kind of escape me though 
Well if you don t remember their names how did they impact you? 
Well just their knowledge of economics and so on and what was 
going on OnewasAndron I remember that Mortimer Andron 
And there was another one who I could draw you a picture of 
him but I can t think of his name who later was a representative of 
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the Retired [Public] Employees Association [of California] so I 
had a lot of dealings with him m Sacramento [Frederick 
Halterman] 

So you got to know him later on 9 You got to know him better 9 
Uh huh 

How did you like college 9 

It was all right You know I ve thought about it many times—I 
probably wouldn t have even joined a fraternity if I 
Hadn t been asked 9 

Hadn t started it [Laughter] But there were a lot of good friends 

there some of whom I still have 

What were your plans when you finished college 9 

Nothing very definite for a while And then I decided that I would 

go to law school although I wasn t even sure if I was going to 

practice law or what but just to I thought it would be a good 

thing to have a law degree 

To have the expenence 9 

Oh OK 

What was your mterest in law at that point 9 

Very general Nothing specific 

But you thought it would help you later on 9 
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Yes right 

So as you mentioned you went to Santa Clara 
Right 

Santa Clara [University] law school Tell me a little bit about your 
experience in law school 

Well it was very interesting There were only thirty three of us in 
the starting class most of whom were veterans Maybe all were 
No but almost all of them I remember the first professor we had 
asking How many of you are Phi Beta Kappas 9 A few people 
raised their hands He said You re going to have the toughest 
time 

[Laughter] Why is that 9 

He said 1 Because you 11 think you don t have to study because 
you re smart He said 111 tell you it won t work It s a different 
way of thinking Which it is—or was It was very difficult and 
tough We did work hard Probably the hardest thing I ve ever 
done in my life was the bar examination 
What topics or subjects interested you m law school 9 
Contracts criminal law—criminal law has always interested me 
One that was very interesting was what they call future interests It 
had arcane rules and I don t remember any of them now 
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So what did future interest mean 7 

The toughest one probably for me ironically enough now that I 

think about it was banks and banking 

[Laughter] Even though you had all this family m banks 7 

Yes I still wouldn t do very well at that 

Now explain to me what does 1 future interest" mean 7 

Oh things like the rule against perpetuities and various 

relationships What happens to property when people die without a 

will and that sort of thing 

That interested you the most though you said 7 

Oh OK 

And any teachers there that you particularly liked 7 

The dean himself Dean [ ] Owens was a very interesting guy who 

I think made a big impression on me 

How so 7 

Well just as somebody to respect and admire I had two friends 
The three of us studied together all the time and we would divide 
up classes—who would take the notes 
Oh so you'd share the burden 7 

Share the burden And study together and question each other and 


so on We called it a trust 
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I didn t ask you this about college but 111 put this together how 
did you pay for school 9 
R LAGOMARSINO The GI Bill I think it paid the whole thing 
YATES For both your undergraduate and law degree 9 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes I think so I know it did for undergraduate I m pretty sure it 

did for the other one too 

YATES You mentioned you worked while you were in college 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes I didn t in law school but my wife did She was a school 

teacher 

YATES What grade was she teaching—or grades 9 

R LAGOMARSINO Like fourth and fifth 
YATES So elementary 9 

R LAGOMARSINO Elementary yes 
YATES So where did the two of you live 9 

R LAGOMARSINO Near Menlo Park 

YATES That s a mce area And where did she teach 9 

R LAGOMARSINO She taught in Atherton 

YATES So she must have gotten her degree in education 9 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes She did right 


YATES 


So she worked and you went to law school 9 I ve heard law school 
is really tough Really tough 
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It is It is Some people go and work too but I don t know how 
you do that 

I would think it would be hard 
Very difficult 

Well I know this is what happens now but I don t know when you 
were in law school dunng the summers did you clerk or do 
anything 1 ? Was that common practice then 9 
I don t think it was nearly as common as it is now I think it s part 
of the curriculum now sort of No I don t remember being offered 
anything like that 

That may not have been what people did 9 

Im sure some of them did that but it was not part of the 

Then you would have a summer break 9 

Yes 

And what would you do 9 Do you remember 9 
We came back here 

Right because your wife would have been on a break also 
Yes 

Did you come down here and work 9 
Yes 

So basically it sounds like you always had this as sort of a 
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backup—that you worked in the family business at least up until 
that point 

Right And then once I graduated and took the bar exam then I 
started practicing law and I didn t really have much to do with the 
family business 

OK I know you finished law school in 53 and you passed the bar 

m 54 

Right 

And so what happened during that year 9 Did you start practicing 
before you passed the bar 9 
No 

You cant right 9 

What did I do 9 No after I graduated and until I passed the bar I 
spent most of the time studying I went to a class 
A course 9 

A course yes Witkin s in San Francisco 

If you finished law school in June of 53 you probably took the bar 
m early 

From college I started [law school] the next September which 

would still be 50 

Law school is usually three years 
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I don t think it was that long after I graduated from law school until 

I took the bar I think it was maybe six months 

Yes Well that s what I was saying It said 54 but it might have 

been January 54 

Maybe it was 53 

OK So what were your plans in terms of your law practice 7 

Nothing very thought out I knew a lawyer friend of my dad s who 

said he would share office space with me and so I did that Then 

later I went m with some other attorneys 

So you were planning to start your own practice and not join up 

with anyone 7 

Yes 

And you mentioned trying to get $1 000 from your dad to help 
finance setting up the business Do you remember now how you 
set up the business 7 
[Laughter] No Idont 

But you said you did share an office with someone 7 
Yes 

What kind of law were you going to practice 7 

General law just whatever came down the road 

And what about where you wanted to live and do all of this 7 
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Well we were living in Ojai then And so that was fine living in 
Ojai and driving back and forth to Ventura 
How did you end up m Ojai 9 

Well we had that family ranch there and we bought a house And 
we sold it and bought another one We bought two houses there 
Why did you choose Ojai over living m Ventura 9 
I think because we had spent a lot of time up there at the house on 
the ranch 
You liked it 9 

Yes And the horses and so on 
Where was your wife from 9 
She was from Covina 
So she wasn t from this area 9 
No 

But the two of you had visited Ojai 9 

I don t think so This one [Norma Mabrey Lagomarsino] had 
But I mean you said your first wife You had spent time in Ojai 
that s why you decided to move there 9 
Well that was after we were married 

Oh OK I m sorry So you set up your law practice in Ventura but 


lived in Ojai 
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Right 

So how did the law practice go 9 

Nothing spectacular but we got along all right [Laughter] Like I 
said a little bit of everything In those days I think more so than 
now lawyers were assigned to defend people accused of crimes and 
whatever else wandered m off the street pretty much until you got 
into it a little bit 

This is true then you re saying that there were people you had to 

defend 9 

Yes 

So how did you build your practice then 9 
Mostly by people I knew That had much to do with everything 
And where did you end up 9 I know you were in general practice 
but where did you end up kind of focusing gaining experience 9 
It actually wasn't that long before I got into politics so it never did 
really get that focused It remained pretty much a generalized 
thing You know the wills a few accident cases the criminal stuff 
contracts leases All that sort of thing Collecting money I did do 
some of that for my dad 
Oh really 9 


R LAGOMARSINO Yes 
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So people werent paying their bills 9 
Yes 

That sounds like a fun job [Laughter] 

Yes Yes fun job 

Did you just mention a minute ago that you did join up with some 

other people m terms of practicing law 9 

Right 

And who was that 9 

The first one was Ned Porter from Santa Barbara Originally from 
Santa Barbara I guess actually he still lived in Santa Barbara and 
was practicing in Ventura I was with him for a while Then I 
shared space with a good friend Jack Faya Later I went with 
another firm John Danch And Frederick Ferro I guess that 
really correctly could be called a partnership because it was Danch 
Ferro and Lagomarsmo We didn t share the moneys that way but 
we shared expenses and so on 

In terms of your office space and that kind of thing How did you 

hook up with each of them 9 

Just that I knew them and they offered to do it 

So it sounds like out of convenience It helped to stabilize 

They probably were doing it especially Danch to get closer to my 
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dad I would imagine 
Why do you say that? 

Oh I just think so I mean because what was I except related? 

But explain to me What does that say about your dad s 
importance? 

Oh he was considered to be a pretty important guy around [here] I 
think 

So they thought that was a good thing to be connected to him? 

Yes And I suppose to have the name 
To have the Lagomarsmo name? 

Oh OK 

As you mentioned you pretty quickly got involved m politics 
Yes Well it wasn t that quick if you think about it but it was three 
or four years later— 58 

That’s not long In 58 you were elected to the Ojai City Council 
How did that happen? What led up to that? 

Well what happened was for some reason—and I still dont know 
why I guess in college I was a little bit involved in 
politics—very little but interested 
And how were you mvolved? 

Oh just that there were some people there who were interested in 
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politics I think there was a Republican club and [I] went to some 
meetings raising money for candidates and things Anyway it 
didn t amount to any more than that And then after I got out of 
law school I got this idea that maybe someday I d like to run for—I 
thought then—probably the [California] State Assembly Anyway 
some time about '58 I wanted to be on the Ojai Planning 
Commission to get involved but I didn t get appointed I don t 
remember now whether I even asked anybody but 
But you were interested 9 

But I was interested I was complaining to my wife about it one 
time and she said "Why don t you run for the [Ojai City] Council 
then 9 And I said "By God I will and I did And there were 
enough new people like me m town to make it happen I guess 
Well I got elected that way so I guess that s why And then later 
that year the guy who was the mayor stepped down as mayor He 
stayed on the council and I was picked by the council to be the 
mayor and stayed mayor until I was elected to the state senate 
Well you mentioned being involved a little bit in politics in college 
and that somewhere along the line after that you thought you might 
be interested m the state assembly Why 9 Why did you think you 


might be interested in 
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Because I was interested in politics and government But not very 
specific It s sort of like just something that would be good to do 
So there was no person event 9 
No real cause or anything 

Nothing had actually happened that kind of piqued your interest 9 
No not like Sonny Bono or somebody Got turned down for 
Did you have any idea what was involved to be in the state 
assembly 9 
No not really 

[Laughter] OK And what about the planning commission 9 Why 
the planning commission 9 

Because that was the one area of local government where you could 
really have an effect I guess maybe a little cause there [was] 
because the Ojai City Council at that time was very very hostile to 
anybody except keeping things exactly the way they were And at 
least the impression was that they looked down on the new folks 
who were living in these tract houses like ours 
So you and your wife were living in the newer part of Ojai 9 
Yes right We lived at the ranch—as I told you before—but then 
we bought a house in a subdivision not too far from the ranch 
actually 
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If the members of the city council were more old guard then how 
much power or strength did the planning commission have for 
example at that point in being able to effect change? 

Probably not very much thinking back on it But some 
But at the time you thought if you could get on the planning 
commission there might be some 

Yes I didn t even think about running for the council until I was 

dared to do it 

By your wife? [Laughter] 

Yes 

This was your first wife right? 

Right This one would have said the same thing though 
[Laughter] 

Norma? 

Yes 

You just described a little bit about what the council was like but 
maybe you could expand on what Ojai was like—the council etc 
Ojai was and still is very protective of the environment And we 
were too There were two—how did it break down? We didn t 
actually have a lot of split votes and things but the attitude I think 
was I think there were a couple of us at least who thought at 
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least you ought to treat everybody with respect And that if you 
could develop something nice it was better than not developing 
anything So it was probably more a matter of procedure and 
attitude than final result 

Well when you were elected to the council First of all how 

many members on the council 9 

Five 

There were five 9 And how many of you were new to the council 
that year 9 

I think that year I was the only one 

OK And if from what you re telling me—I m just playing sort of 
the devil s advocate—if the community seems to be rather old 
guard a lot of it how do you think you got elected 9 Or why did 
you get elected 9 

The name probably had a little bit to do with it You know 
whether I knew them or not the name was known I was a lawyer 
I don t think there were any lawyers on the council then There 
weren t I was the only one 
At that point 9 

At that point And there were quite a few World War II veterans 
that moved to Ojai That was probably a difference 
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You mean m terms of your being able to get elected 9 Well tell me 

a little bit I didn t ask you about campaigning or what you did 

for the campaign 

Not very much 1 I can t even 

Well how did you get support 9 

Just going around asking people but mostly a lot of it was sort of 
volunteered These people I was telling you about some of whom 
are still very good friends today 

And who was this 9 Tell me again Who are you referring to 9 
They were just people that I knew I was in the Jaycees [U S 
Junior Chamber of Commerce] for instance In fact at one point I 
was in the Jaycees in both Ojai and Ventura which was a mistake 
Why was it a mistake 9 

Because it was too much work But I knew some people that way 

Some through [my] law practice 

What about any local Republican party clubs 9 

I don t think that that had anything to do with it then 

Were you involved in any 9 

No 

No 9 So that wasn t a jumping point 9 

That probably might have something to do with me being interested 
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in getting involved with politics but it was not a factor although I 
suppose more people who were Republicans than weren t supported 
me But it really wasn t a partisan thing 

So you weren t necessarily running on a Republican ticket? That 
wasn t part of the issue? 

No 

Well who were your supporters in terms of local entities? 

I don t know of any organized support I think it was more just 
individuals I was going to say some of the veterans groups but I 
don t No they weren t interested 

That wasn t a real organized group? 

No not then 

You may not remember this but how much do you think you spent 
on that campaign? 

Oh very little 
Little? 

I don t remember if we even had signs or anything I think it was 
probably There was a guy who was There was a man on 
the council named Robert King and he was kind of arrogant 
Maybe that s the wrong word but [he] was not very popular with 
some people And the man who was the mayor Monroe Hirsch 
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was an optometrist he was not very popular with some people 
either That probably had something to do with it It was probably 
as much let's get nd of some of those old guys as King was 
one There were either two or three seats up—I have forgotten 
now So you weren t necessarily running against anybody but a lot 
of people voted that way I think 
What was the population of Ojai at that point? 

I d say about 3 000 Maybe a little more 

So really small 

Yes It still is 

I didn t look it up recently 

I think it s probably about 6 000 now 

OK Now it sounds like development then was one of the pressing 
issues 

A lot of the development had already happened like the house we 
moved into 

Well what else were the hot issues at that point in Ojai? 

About the same things there are today trees 
You mean taking them down? Timber? 

No oak trees Not taking them down Taxes were not a big deal 
In fact I remember one time we had a city council meeting that we 
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had to move to a larger place because the topic was whether or not 
a tree in the middle of the street should be removed that the 
[California State] Department of Transportation wanted us to take 
out We had to move the hearing there was so much interest The 
next week we had the hearing on the budget and there was one guy 
in the audience and he really wasn t too caring 
So not a lot of activity then'? 

And later there were some And I don t think that when I ran 
this was an issue but it sure became one whether or not the 
freeway should be extended to and through Ojai That became a 
big issue 

And what were the arguments about it 9 

Well the argument for it was that it was a terrible road and it takes 
a long time It s pretty dangerous The argument against it was that 
it would rum the valley which is what I signed on to—at least 
where they wanted to put it 

You mentioned that you became mayor after eight months I 
assume that means that your fellow city council people voted for 
you 

Which kind of surprised me to tell you the truth 


YATES 


Oh you mean versus an elected mayor 9 
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No no no Versus picking somebody else 

Well that was my question You re the new person why did they 

pick you 9 

I don t know 

[Laughter] You really don t know 9 

No I really don t Probably because they didn t want somebody 
else to be 


[End Tape 1 Side B] 
[Begin Tape 2 Side A] 


YATES You said that the man who stepped down was not all that popular 9 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes I think he obviously was frustrated or he wouldn t have 

stepped down but they were kind of the When you say 'old 

guard 1 it sounds like you mean conservatives It was exactly 
opposite—very liberal an optometrist There was one guy who 
was a good friend of mine Buzz Robinson not probably the best 
educated guy m the world but a good solid practical car salesman 
He like I probably were elected by the same kind of people There 
was a contractor I remember a retired businessman an older 
gentleman But as I recall the vote for me was unanimous at least 
by the way it came out 

YATES And you were re elected mayor weren t you 9 
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Oh well yes by the council 

I mean you served one term and then you were 

Let s see because that was in 58 And so m 60 there would have 

been an election—or could have been 

I have in 60 you were re elected but now I don t remember if that 

means re elected mayor 

Yes I wasnt re elected to council 

Right because you went on to other things 

Because it was a four year term 

Well anything else you want to add about your experience serving 
on the council 9 

Well at the time Ojai was the only place in Ventura County that 
didn t have a leash law I remember making the statement that said 
You know this is a place where kids ride their horses and dogs run 
alongside and I don t want to see that change That made some 
people very mad of course but that s the way it stayed at least 
while I was there 
There was no leash law 9 
No leash law 

Anything else that really stands out to you about your experience 9 
Well one thing I mentioned the freeway and we had some real 
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knock down drag out fights But I guess that s where I learned that 

on some issues people with completely opposite views can get 

together on the issues And that sure happened there 

And so this is from people actually coming to the council meetings 

or is this between you and your fellow council members 9 

Both 

Both What else did you learn from that experience 9 
Probably I learned—which I guess I already mentioned—how 
important it is to get along with people even if you dont agree with 
them 

What strategies or tactics did you learn from having to deal with 
differing opinions 9 

Well I hope I learned that you should—the same thing I just 

said—that you ought to at least listen to people as long as they 

would be considerate about it 

So be respectful of people s opinions 9 

Right yes 

Now this is a small town 
Very small 

I assume that the council or maybe I m wrong didn t take up a lot 
of your time 9 I was wondenng how you balanced your law practice 
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with the council 

No it didn't take up a lot of time We had a meeting a week And 
then as mayor I went over the stuff with the I went to other 

meetings too and spent time with the city manager We got paid 
twenty five dollars a month I wasn't overpaid 
[Laughter] You had to keep your regular job didn t you 9 
Right 

Well I thought at least today we could—we might wrap up after 
this—talk about your running for the state senate 
OK 

But I just thought of one thing I know you got remarried m 1960 
So maybe you could talk about how you met your wife before we 
jump into the senate 
OK My wife left 
Your first wife 9 

First wife Left with our little daughter [Karen Ann Lagomarsmo 
Kraft] and moved back to Menlo Park or up in that area and got a 
job with Hewlett Packard [Company] 

How old was your daughter 9 

Let s see Sixty 9 Oh she was eight or something like that 


Very young 
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Anyway some mutual friends of my first wife and mine were 
having a party and Normas husband [Maunce Smith] had just 
kicked her out He changed his mind later but he kicked her out 
because he was—well I don t know if ought to tell you all of 
this—having an affair with a movie star s wife 
Oh Sounds complicated 

A very well known one And [he] wanted to get rid of Norma I 
guess at the time So she took her two kids and moved to Ojai 
where an aunt lived and where she had spent a lot of time with 
relatives and so on and loved the place And they had this party 
and they invited both of us to the party each kind of knowing that 
this was supposed to be a set up [Laughter] And we went and we 
were not impressed with one another [Laughter] But then I guess 
it was the next week after a council meeting—we used to go to the 
Oaks Hotel which is now a spa thing and sit there and have a 
couple of drinks and talk Anyway she was there with her aunt and 
we got to talking and it just kind of went from there 
You decided you liked each other after all? 


R LAGOMARSINO Yes And probably one of the key turning points in the whole thing 

was when I just happened to nde my horse by her house She was 
living m the Arbolada which is on the west end of Ojai And our 
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ranch of course was on the east end like I don't know two or 
three miles away I just happened to be riding by there on my 
horse Of course it takes a couple of hours to get there but she 
didn t know that [Laughter] 

So what s the tune frame here then 7 When did you first meet her 7 
Well just shortly after my wife left 
So this was 

I guess it was 58 I think we knew each other a couple of years 
And then when did you get married m I960 7 
November 1960 

OK So you had lots happemng then 7 You're on the city council 
you re dealing with personal issues 

Yes and it was tough We were crying on each other s shoulders I 
guess 

And you continued to live in Ojai then and have your practice m 

Ventura 7 

Right 

Well that leads me to my next subject the state senate 
Well what happened was that the man who was the state senator 
from Ventura—James [J ] McBride a Democrat—had been there 
gosh thirty years I think 
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I didn t check that I should have looked 
I think that's right I believe it was thirty years 
Representing the area 9 

Yes And at that time it was just Ventura County 
Right This was the Thirty third Senate District 9 
Right And he was a friend of the family s I knew him pretty well 
Oh did you 9 Even though he was a Democrat 9 
Yes My dad knew him better than I did because he was of course 
older And he was m the insurance business and a state senator and 
very well respected Pretty conservative Anyway he died m June 
of that year and some of my friends some of the same ones who 
got me into the city council race sort of said "Why don t you run 
for that 9 And when we got married I told Norma that someday I 
would maybe like to run for the assembly She said Whatever 
you want to do I don t care And so when this came up I said 
What about this 9 She said "Sure let s do it And we did it I 
had no idea what I was getting into 
Why do you say that 9 What are you thinking 9 
I mean this is pretty heavy stuff now all of a sudden from a mayor 
of a town of 3 000 to the state senate The guy who was the 
assemblyman and had been for quite a while—I don t remember 
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now 

Who was that 4 ? 

Rex [M ] Cunningham He had been an assemblyman for a while 
I don t think he was that effective but he had been there a long 
time In 1960 he had just won re election m one of the first really 
contested elections—a professional one I mean with a campaign 
manager had some money to spend not a lot nothing like these 
days but 

No but this was the beginning of that 4 ? 

He crushed that guy And so here I was But what happened was 
that the district attorney Bruce [A ] Thompson didn t like the 
assemblyman at all 
The guy 

The guy who was the assemblyman 
Rex Cunningham 4 ? 

Yes So he ran and ended up splitting the vote almost evenly 
between them I had just a few more votes so I won The kind of 
ironic thing about it was that Bruce Thompson the district attorney 
was a good friend of mine I would say a friend and colleague sort 
of I mean he was the district attorney and I knew him In fact his 


dog had twelve puppies by our dog 
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Oh So I guess there was a connection? 

He lived across the street 

You mentioned the fact that the representation had been 
Democratic at least in terms of both the state assembly and 
[senate] I thought maybe you could take a minute and describe the 
district at the time and the leanings—politically—of the voters 
OK This was of course 1960 61 The registration You could 
look it up but as I recall there weren t many independents in those 
days It was about two to one Democrat/Republican I don t think 
the Democrats were very concerned about me running because first 
of all they thought Well I m sure some other Republicans will 
get into the race and cut my vote up And it took a real effort to 
keep people out and 111 describe that m a minute They also 
thought that I guess even if I should by some miracle win that 
they could easily take me out the next time And [they] nearly did 
But anyway it was a very Democratic county In fact in the 
next election one of the dirty tricks was to put We had these 
big billboards that said Re elect Lagomarsino ' They went 
around and put bumper sticker like thmgs under them that said 
"Republican which you couldn t complain about It s true but we 
didn t want to advertise it [Laughter] 
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Right that you weren t trying to announce that That was the 64 
election you re talking about 9 
That was 64 yes 

Well at that point the district is basically representing Ventura 
County Right 9 It s later that Santa Barbara is part of it You just 
mentioned that it was about two to one Democrat/Republican but 
describe the demographics of the district What was the ethnic 
make up the work 

The ethnic make up was few blacks Still aren t very many 
Mostly Anglo 9 

But quite a few Mexican Americans—Latinos But in those days 
the voting percentage was quite low for them I think I did better 
than most Republicans would with them for a number of reasons 
the old family thing and also name—Italian or Latin type name 
The eastern end of the county was fairly conservative but there 
wasn t anybody there then There wasn t anybody m Camarillo or 
Thousand Oaks or Simi Moorpark 
So the population was nothing 

Yes the population was all Ventura Oxnard Ojai Santa Paula 
Fillmore The Republican national party and the state party were 
quite interested m the election and they hired—or we lured but I 



77 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


think they furnished most of the money for it—a professional 
campaign manager 
Oh really 9 

One of the first Well [Stu] Spencer and [William] Roberts 
Oh of course I ve heard of them 
Yes big hitters They did [Ronald W ] Reagan's governor 
campaign later 

Right You said that came from the national [committee] and the 

[Republican] State [Central] Committee 9 

Yes 

And at what point did they contact you or how did you connect 
with the national and the state level Republican committees 9 
You know I don t remember I think they contacted me though at 
some point And of course I think they really got interested when 
it appeared there weren t going to be any other Republicans 
running 

It was sort of a tough thing to try to Well what 
happened—I was going to describe this to you The Republican 
party in the county and all of the Republican type organizations— 
women s clubs and all of them there were five or six different 
ones—formed a committee to interview candidates hoping to pick 
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one and maybe talk the other ones out of it because they knew with 
that two to one registration thing there was no way a Republican 
could possibly win if you had more than one Republican running 
And these are the days when whoever got the most votes wins 
There s no run off or anything So they did set up this committee I 
don't know that I knew any of them on the committee I knew who 
some of them were but I didn t know Maybe one or two But a 
friend of mine who became mayor of Ojai after I left and who is 
one of my best friends still a very close friend knew all of them 
He [Ralph Hoot Bennett] took me around and introduced me to 
all of them And we practiced He was m the insurance business 
and we practiced m his meeting room on what we were going to say 
and everything And obviously it turned out all right [Laughter] 

So you were one of those 

One of those interviewed and selected 

Tell me what happened at the meeting 

It was interesting because there were some people on that 

committee I take that back I knew some of them very 

well—maybe two or three But that wasn t necessarily a help 

because I think a couple of them were jealous In fact I remember 

we were talking about that one time and Hoot said I don t 
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understand it He said "As far as I m concerned my friend s 
success is my success But he was very helpful to me and we had 
a couple of thmgs that were some pluses Mayors—I mean there s 
some position and some being known from that But some 
negatives too—wholesale liquor business Italian just divorced 
And when you say "Italian is that Italian Catholic? Does the 
Catholic part play a role? 

Yes probably I don t think that was a big thing but there were 

those especially with some of the old 

The only reason I thought of it is I was thinking of [John F ] 

Kennedy and Irish Catholic 

Yes maybe a little bit 

Well maybe not the same thing exactly 

No no no not quite I figured a little bit of that especially with 
some of the older Anglo type families That was not a big deal 
ever but I think it was there They had some people from the state 
senate Republicans come down and talk to the committee One of 
them who did was Senator Richard [J ] Dolwig from San Mateo 
County and he said, "I m all those things He wasn t Italian but he 
was Catholic and he had been divorced and he had something to do 
with some kind of a liquor store or something 
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Anyway they picked me Then there were still several other 
people who were interested in running We went around and were 
able to talk them out of running I think it ended up there was only 
one and we talked him out of it 

Well just for a minute what happened at this meetmg that you 
went to of this committee that formed? What happened actually 
at You said they interviewed each of you right? 

They did and they ended up picking me 

But what did they ask you or what happened at the meeting? 

Oh I don t remember I mean just all kinds of general stuff 
So nothing stands out to you? 

No 

It was more the process and the fact that they went through 
those 

Yes They were trying to find who would be the best And they 
still do that some—try to But now it doesn t matter as much 
because you have primaries But you can waste a lot of money 
open a lot of wounds and stuff 

Right So this is just one election and whoever has the most 
Yes This is the winner wins all in one shot 


YATES 


Well just as an aside now 
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In fact as an aside because I won with—whatever it was—34 
percent of the vote the Democrats changed the law 
Oh really 9 After that 9 

Yes after that so that you didn't win unless you got a majority 
You still have special elections 

I have the figures I don't have the percentage but I have the 
votes from the Statement [ of Vote ! here and that was 
Well you can see That s only 
That s not much of a 

No That s only what 2 400 9 And they were It s almost even 
Look 11 464 to 11 383 

So do you think if there had been only one Democrat running 
agamst you he would have beaten you 9 
Yes Probably either one of those would have 
So they hurt each other right 9 

Oh absolutely I mean people say that and I have to agree 
[Laughter] 

Right What happened is what happened but you can surmise 
I don t think I would have beaten Maybe Cunningham but I 
doubt it because look how close he was anyway 
And Cunningham had been in the legislature so that probably was 
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a benefit 
Right 

Well you mentioned the role of the county party and 

The county party did get very involved m that race Not in the city 

council one but certainly in the state senate 

Now I know there was this organization the California Republican 
Assembly [CRA] What if any role did that have m your election 
or campaign or 

A lot of people from all over the state came to the special election 
and worked precmcts and things In fact for a long time after the 
people that were running for state party offices would list as one of 
their qualifications that they had worked m the Lagomarsmo special 
election campaign 
Oh really 7 
Yes 

But in terms of their activity in the county what was going on 7 
You said they came from other places You mean from within the 
county 7 
Oh OK 
OK 

On election day they came from places all over the state 
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point—the [California] Democratic Council—in terms of grassroots 
effort Maybe you could talk about what was going on comparably 
if at all with the Republican party activities 
[Interruption] 

I was asking you about the CDC and the comparison 
R LAGOMARSINO Oh yes They were very active I don t think the Republicans 

There weren t that many of them but they were starting to get 
pretty active I think they really got enthusiastic about this race 
because it was one that at least on paper looked like it was a 
possibility especially with the two Democrats running 
YATES It sounds like this is the first time that there was a chance that a 

Republican could win Is that what you re saying 9 
R LAGOMARSINO Well yes And before no one was going to run against McBride 

anyway Nobody was upset with him He voted OK 
YATES As we know it s hard to run against an incumbent 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes right And especially one that you agree with [Laughter] 

And a good guy But Cunningham was That was different 
because people did not You shouldn't speak ill of the dead I 
guess but he did not command a lot of respect as shown by those 
figures Here's an incumbent and he comes in third 
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I think I interrupted you earlier when you had a thought—I don't 
know if you remember it—because I kept asking you about the 
Republican activity 
Oh about the CRA? 

Yes Well anyway if it comes back to you I wanted to ask 
you about having Spencer Roberts [and Associates] involved 
Well that no doubt made all the difference in the world because 
they figured if they could raise enough money that they could win 
it no matter what I did That may be true 
So what were their strategies? 

Get out the vote was the big one Also raising money That was a 
pretty big money tiling for those days I think we spent like 
$28 000 That was a lot of money for a race And we did some 
TV They did everything they do in professional things and 
probably a few other things I think they were probably one way 
or another trying to get Democrats to vote for Bruce 
Thompson—that sort of thing Almost too successful 
Wait explain 

I mean if he had gotten very many more he would have beaten me 
I m still trying to figure out how you worked with Spencer Roberts 
versus doing what you wanted to do in terms of campaigning 



85 


R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 


R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 


The campaign chairman was the guy who was the director of the 
Ojai public works department—John Autry a young guy Good 
friend of ours So he was the one who drove us around and so on 
We did all the usual things the debates the going to the meetings 
the speeches some door to door stuff You know one good thing 
about a special election is they don t last very long So you don t 
get 

Do you remember at what point that James McBride died June 
12 1961 The election was October 3 So do you remember when 
you actually decided to run 9 It must have been shortly after he 
passed away 

It was shortly I couldn t tell you exactly but shortly after 
So you have July August September You have three months 
It was fairly early Probably in July Probably June actually 
And now how did you raise money 9 

Well there was a rumor that my dad was going to give me $10 000 
He never did [Laughter] The usual way you ask people for it I 
didn't but Probably like I say some came in from the state and 
the national parties Not a lot 
What about business entities 9 


R LAGOMARSINO Yes some of those too 
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Who were your supporters 7 

Some of the real estate people I think Some of the farmers 
Farmers would probably be the biggest one in those days 
I know that one was one thing I know we talked a little bit 
about the district but at this point maybe you could describe the 
district economically agriculture 

Agriculture oil the two navy bases [Point Hueneme and Point 

Mugu] Of course those didn t play probably any part m the—or 

very little—electoral process Not nearly as much as they would 

now Farming and oil would be the two big ones 

But the bases were employing people 7 

Yes they were employing people 

So farming oil 

And that s about it There was a little little bit of manufacturing 
stuff but very little No high tech then because there wasn t such a 
thing anyway [Laughter] 

Right That s a little early for that Maybe to wrap up then you 
talked about domg the usual things in campaigning 
Of what 7 

Doing the usual things in terms of campaigning walking And you 
had forums too did you say 7 
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Yes We had some of those 

Talk about what were the pressing issues at the time 

Well I remember that I didn't know anything about the issues But 

a guy who had been there Rex Cunningham who had been there 

whatever time it was—at least ten years—didn t seem to know 

anymore than I did 

Oh really'? 

Yes [Laughter] 

That s a little discouraging 

Or so it appeared And not only to me but obviously to other 
people too or he would have done a lot better We had a lot of 
things going for us For example the widow [Elsie McBride] of 
the senator who died attended some of our things and Cunningham 
was so stupid as to attack her for doing that So then she endorsed 
me [Laughter] 

You mean for her coming even just coming to the forum*? 

Yes 

That doesn t sound very smart 
Not too smart 

Did you have a platform*? Or what were people concerned about at 
that point in terms of when you re at a forum and talking 1 ? 
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I think mostly the economy of the area It's hard to think of what 
we Obviously we argued about things 
But nothing is standing out to you? 

No nothing stands out No 

You mentioned Rex Cunningham but what about Bruce 

Thompson 9 How was he doing 9 

Well he was mostly attacking Cunningham 

Not you 9 

I m sure there was no doubt some of the traditional boilerplate 
stuff but nothing personal Nor I with him In fact later I 
recommended that the governor I think [George] Deukmejian 
appoint him to the [California State] Superior Court bench 
His name sounds very familiar to me but now I don t remember 
why 

Well he was a judge for quite a while and before that of course he 
was the district attorney 
Maybe that s why 

And he probably wouldn t have voted that much differently than 
me m Sacramento in those days Later on it became more partisan 
Who knows 9 But in those days probably not 
So it wasn t that partisan at that point 9 
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No In the senate it sure wasn t 

I ve heard that said of both the assembly and the senate at that 
point 

The assembly maybe less so but certainly not like it is now 
Right it s changed 

In fact later when I ran for re election in 66 I got some support 
indirectly from both the president pro tern of the senate and from 
Jesse [M ] Unruh because he didn t like the guy running against 
me 

Interesting So [it s] Hugh [M ] Bums you re talking about? 

Yes Hugh Bums 
Both Democrats? 

Yes Well certainly Jesse Unruh 

Great Well is it OK if we stop at tins point because we have been 
going for quite a while? 

OK 

And I think this is a good juncture 


[End Tape 2 Side A] 
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[Session 2 July 14 2000] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side A] 

YATES Good morning 

R LAGOMARSINO Good morning 

YATES We left off as you probably remember talking about your 1961 

campaign for the state senate Why don t you tell me about what 
was going on the last few days before the actual election or what 
was leading up to the election 9 

R LAGOMARSINO Well it was a special election as I said before so the time frame 

was fairly close—between June and October which also made it an 
attractive proposition Don t have to go on and on forever We 
knew that it would all be over m October one way or the other 
We talked about all of the usual campaign things going to 
organizations making speeches answering questions parades and 
all the rest of it And I remember my wife had a 59 Chevy station 
wagon and we painted Lagomarsmo for Senate on it and drove all 
over the county Usually our campaign manager John Autry 
drove And of course as everybody does in campaigns even short 
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ones like that [we became] very tired And he d reach over and 
wake us He d say Wake up 1 We re coming to people ' 

[Laughter] 

YATES That would be tiring I would think 

R LAGOMARSINO Oh very tiring And of course very new to us although I had been 

in that one city council election That was nothing compared to this 
kind of very heated partisan election 

YATES Now would your wife travel with you? 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes almost always I was telling you before we started the taping 

that on one occasion it was arranged for me to meet with both 
Senator Barry [M ] Goldwater of Arizona—this was 1961 but he 
was being spoken of as running for president m the next election 
which was of course 1964—and Richard [M ] Nixon who was 
openly talking about running for governor the next year And it 
was really a very remarkable experience for me I never met 
anybody like that before Probably the highest ranking political 
person I [had] ever met was the fellow I was running to replace 
State Senator Jim McBride 


Anyhow Norma and I met with Senator Goldwater first I 
forget now where it was—someplace down in the Los Angeles 
area And he was just very very warm and human completely 
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contrary to much of the public image about him He was very nice 
In fact I have on my wall—and I'll show it to you over there—a 
letter that he wrote to me after the election congratulating me And 
you can tell that he typed it himself 
Oh really 7 

Yes He was on a cruise someplace and typed it It was just great 
And we became pretty close friends m Washington [D C ] and 
especially close friends when his son Barry [M Goldwater] Jr and 
his then wife Susan [Gherman Goldwater] In fact we lived m 
their house for a month or so 
When you went to Congress 9 

When we were buying our house yes I guess we can talk about 
that later 

Now Goldwater was considered a bit extreme to the right at that 
point So what was your feeling of his politics at that point 9 
Well I didn t really know him or frankly know that much about 
him I had not been that involved in partisan politics But like I 
say his persona was far different than what was being projected 
even then even before he ran for president You know much more 
human and much more compassionate much more friendly Just a 
great human being If everybody had the occasion to meet him as 
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we did that day he would have been president I m sure 
Who arranged the meeting? 

I don t remember specifically but I m sure it was our campaign 
manager Bill Roberts Bill Roberts came and lived here during 
that time 
Oh really? 

It was Spencer and Roberts but Bill Roberts was the one who was 

the on scene operator 

And he lived you said here in Ventura? 

Someplace in this district I guess it was m Ventura 
In the area? 

Yes in the area 

And what was the goal of meeting with Barry Goldwater? 

Oh I think just to lend some pizzazz to the campaign and maybe to 

get support I suppose get support from Republicans I m sure that 

there was a connection 

Tell me about your meeting Richard Nixon 

Well I told you Norma was in the meeting with Goldwater and he 

was very very nice to her and made some jokes—which I don t 

remember and she probably would—about [Jacqueline O ] Jackie 

Kennedy But when I met with Nixon she was not allowed to go 
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into the meeting 
Why? 

I don t know I don t know Just a much more formal situation 
So she was with you but then 

She was with me that day but she was not with me when I went in 
to see him I remember walking into his office in Los Angeles 
someplace It was a huge room and I felt And he s standing 
there smiling and everything I felt like I was walking into a 
television set because I d seen him on television of course He was 
very mce and very interested and so on But it wasn t nearly as 
warm and cozy as the Goldwater meeting 

Now timing wise I m thinking we re looking at elections Nixon 
was running for governor in 62 so it was a year before the election 
I guess 

Well a little over a year before But certainly a year after that he 
was well into it because that would be about the primary time And 
he did have a primary of course I've forgotten who it was even 
but there was a primary 
Right I ve forgotten also 

I don t remember Joseph [C ] Shell maybe It s whatever it was 
but anyway He was of course probably more interested in my 
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race than Goldwater was because he thought it might foretell what 
was going to happen for him He didn t say that but it was pretty 
obvious 

So what did you discuss 7 

I don't even remember Just general things I don’t think we got 
into any issues or anything like that 
What impressions did you form of him from that meeting 7 
That he was a very knowledgeable man and well versed m politics 
and friendly nice You know there wasn t that much difference 
The only thing that was really different was the way it was done It 
was much more formal but I don t know whether that was his doing 
or somebody else s I don t know But he was always very friendly 
I remember when he was running for governor the next year I was 
a state senator already We met him somewhere and he said ‘111 
give you some advice I said What s that 7 He says Answer 
your mail" Well we do that anyway but it was a good point In 
other words keep m touch with people Don t ignore them 

And years later after I was elected to the Congress the phone 
rang in our apartment m Sacramento I answered it and it was a 
lady on the phone—Rosemary Woods I guess She didn t say but 
obviously that s who it was She said "The president would like to 
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talk to you" and I said Yes right " I thought it probably was one 
of my friends but it was Nixon I immediately recognized his 
voice He says Congratulations He said I d like to give you 
some advice And I said Really? I wondered what that s going 
to be It s going to be some big thing Watergate had started but it 
wasn t really Well it was pretty senous by then That was a 
big issue m the campaign of course 
Right For your 

In that campaign Anyway I said What s that Mr President? 

He said When you get to Washington buy don t rent I wish I 
had done that thirty five years ago 

I m just looking at the date of when you ran Y ou ran for Congress 

it was a special primary election 

March of 74 

Right March 5 74 

That s when the election was 

Right So that was his advice to you? 

Yes 

Any other advice? 

Uh uh We did it too And we would have anyway because 
Norma is very much m that mode 
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Did he give you any other advice 7 
No 

Interesting 

Yes But obviously he was very pleased because again he thought 
that was maybe a favorable sign because every special election that 
had been held up until that date—I think there were five—had been 
in Republican districts or at least districts that had been represented 
by a Republican congressman who quit died whatever or went 
someplace else Democrats won every one of those So this was 
maybe I guess he thought a turning of 
The tide 7 

Of the tide yes It wasn t at all [Laughter] 

Right We know how things turned out 

I said during the campaign that if the evidence showed that he was 
guilty of impeachable offenses I d vote that way I never thought it 
would but 

But that was your feeling at the time 7 
Yes Sure 

Back to the 61 campaign and then election How did you like 
campaigning 7 


R LAGOMARSINO I didn t like it very much although—I m just thinking back—I don t 
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think we were that involved in fund raising 
I've heard that s the hardest part 

Yes that s the hardest part And I never did do much of that where 
I would actually call people and ask for money About the only 
time I ever did that is if somebody said So and so said if you call 
they will " But not a cold call really I did some in the last 
election I was in but obviously not enough [Laughter] 

Right This was m '92? 

Yes right 

Yes that was a difficult election At that point though 
We did door to door Not a lot but we did some of that and it 
was I never did really like to do that except that when you 
were actually doing it it was always better than the anticipation I 
mean it was kind of fun and people were generally pretty 
supportive and even those who weren t for you were nice—most of 
the time not always There would be just enough of them to hope 
that maybe that would show that this was a valid thing I mean if 
everybody said yes you know something s wrong 
I think I asked you a little bit about strategy yesterday but I m 
thinking again about the fact that this was more of a Democratic 


oriented district 
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Oh absolutely It was a 

You had the benefit of two Democrats running at once 
Yes exactly 

But what was the strategy of for example Bill Roberts in terms of 
tackling it 

I think the strategy pretty much was let's take advantage of the fact 
[that] there are two Democrats running and let s hope that they fight 
each other to a draw which happened It was the case 
What about m terms of your actually going out and targeting voters 
or anything like that 9 

Well we talked to all the groups we could think of I remember 
one time And maybe for the first time I shouldn t say that 
That probably doesn t sound right but we did spend considerable 
time with Hispanic groups I remember one time we were at a 
meeting with Mexican Americans and there were quite a few 
people there My dad happened to be there He didn t go to most 
things but he did go to that one We tned to keep him in the 
background because he was very outspoken He could say 
something that would be homble In fact my campaign chairman s 


primary duty was—not officially—to try to keep my dad in the 
background [Laughter] It was hard to do though 
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I remember at this meeting he said Tell these folks what 
you re going to do for them And I said Well I m not going to do 
any more for them than anybody else I will of course treat them 
fairly and listen to their concerns and so on but I m not going to 
say just because you re Hispamc it 11 be any different than anybody 
else And that probably helped actually 

Are there any other examples you have of him being there and kind 
of stimng things up? 

I can t recall any specific ones 

Well when you mention the unofficial 1 duties of the campaign 
manager to keep him m the background what were you thinking of 
specifically? 

Well just that sort of thing that he would maybe say something or 
promise something or just speak out of turn It was very difficult 
for him to be quiet 
It sounds like his personality was 

Oh very strong personality Extremely strong He was the kind of 
a guy who you could meet maybe for the first time and he might 
read you out—you know give you a bad time He would always 
call later and apologize but he was that kind of a guy He was just 
very outspoken 
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What about other family members 7 Did they participate m your 
campaign 7 

Not very much Not very much A little bit My mother did some 
but very little 

Where were you when you found out you won 7 

We kind of thought we had won because in those days they 

counted absentee votes before the polls closed and announced it 

So in the absentee vote I was ahead pretty well We had hopefully 

what was going to be a victory party at the American Legion Hall 

m Ventura and we found out while we were there 

And how did you feel 7 

We felt pretty dam good [Laughter] 

And anything else run through your mind at that point 7 

Well I guess what ran through my mind at that point is hey you 

know we re going to Sacramento This thing is 

Tins is senous 

This is a real deal now 

One thing I just thought of was what was going on with your law 
practice how your time was being divvied up during that 


campaign 

R LAGOMARSINO I think that as a practical matter the law practice just went down 
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the tubes We spent I think almost full time campaigning 
OK So intensively for three months? 

Oh yes Very intensively 

What were your plans after you won the election? 

They weren t very specific Just to go to Sacramento and be In 
fact actually I was sworn in before I went to Sacramento I was 
sworn m by a local superior court judge here E Perry Churchill 
and then I went to Sacramento and I met the leadership on both 
sides 

Now when would you have gone to Sacramento then? 

Let s see The election was 
Was early October 

It was November 10 I think No that s when I was sworn in—on 
November 10 

The election was October something 

Yes the election was October So I don t know why we took so 
long to do it but it did take a long time 

So then would you have gone up when the session was starting? It 
would start in January right? 

Let's see this was '61 I don t think the session started until 


January 
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So January 62 7 
Yes 

Well before we actually get you m Sacramento what were you 
planning to do about your law practice 7 
To continue it 

Because it was a part time legislature 
Yes nght 

And what about where you were going to live 7 How you were 
going to get back and forth 7 

We didn t even hardly think of that but I think that what we were 
going to do was to continue to live here and drive back and forth 
and stay in a motel Winch is what we did to start off with 
anyway 

So your wife and children were Were her two kids living with 

you 7 

Oh OK 

And you were going to move the family up there 7 

Yes we were And then we did variations actually as it went on 

but I think that was the plan 

As a practical matter it changed 7 Well one other thing I wanted to 
ask you before talking about your official duties is I was reminded 
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that [John J ] Jack Hollister [Jr ] died on November 23 of 61 and 

he represented the Thirty first Senate District 

Right Santa Barbara County 

Did you know Jack Hollister 9 

No 

OK 

Although I'm trying to remember if I knew his son [John J J 
Hollister HI] then Later we became very good friends in fact 
Of the son 9 

Yes In fact J J was the chairman of my committee when we ran 
up there after the 1966 reapportionment No I didnt know Senator 
Hollister I mean I knew of him but I didn t know him 
But that meant there was yet another election then—a special 
election for that district 

Well it wasnt a special election but it was one after the 
reapportionment 

OK Oh I meant though when Jack Hollister died 
Oh yes Right Yes yes There was 
It meant that this area had two 

That s when Alvin [C ] Weingand of Santa Barbara was elected 
OK We can talk about that later because the two of you ended 
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up 

Right running against each other 

I was just curious if you knew Hollister because of course that s a 
long time name in Santa Barbara 

And I was trying to remember if we knew his son J J but I don t 
think so 
At that point 9 

At that point I don t think we did 

Well tell me about your first impressions when you went to 
Sacramento 

Well I think the first person we met was the president pro tern 
Hugh Bums and he introduced me—I remember this very 
vividly—to I guess his name was Charles Brown 1 for Inyo County 
Shosone or someplace like that way out in the boondocks Very 
colorful character And of course I had met some of the as I said 
Republican senators during the election And some of the 
assemblymen too who campaigned for me 
At that point the senate had ten Republicans and thirty Democrats 
Right 

You were m the minority 


1 Charles Brown represented Inyo and Mono counties 1939 1962 
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Oh we could meet m a phone booth Or why meet at all? There 
was no point to it [Laughter] But on the other hand the senate 
was much more nonpartisan or bipartisan than it later became 
Hugh Bums was pretty conservative from the [Central] Valley 
Fresno And most—I shouldn't say most probably but many—of 
the Democrats were pretty conservative on most issues 
So being Republican didn t mean necessarily that you were the only 
ones on one side of the viewpoint? 

No no 

You mentioned meeting Hugh Bums What happened at that first 
meeting with him? 

He was just very friendly and seemed genuinely pleased to see me 
even though I was a Republican That didn t seem to bother him at 
all He probably didn t know Bruce Thompson at all He probably 
didn t have that close an association with Rex Cunningham so 

Senator Charlie Brown said Do you know what the duty of 
the senate is?" "No what s that? He said To protect the people 
against the state assembly 1 [Laughter] And it was very much that 
way There were a lot of those games In fact sometimes it 
became very convoluted and you had to have a road map to figure 
out what was going on whether this was really a legitimate 
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legislative thing or just something to get even with 
So there was really a feeling of a power struggle between the two 
Oh absolutely Yes Very much so Much more so than 
Democrat/Republican 

It was between the assembly and the senate? 

Yes which kind of proves my impression that Hugh Bums kind of 
liked me or at least didn t dislike me I was appointed to the 
Governmental Efficiency Committee which had its own chairman 
Luther [E ] Gibson from Vallejo A pretty conservative guy 
himself a successful newspaper publisher Older Probably fifty 
but I mean older to me anyway And a really nice guy but 
probably not a great legislative strategist or anything but that 
committee was known as the pro tern s committee although it had 
its own chairman 

And if you look it up its jurisdiction I think was racetracks 
liquor things like that But really it was any legislation that the pro 
tern wanted to go someplace where they weren t going to 
necessarily let it out of committee And m fact it is the committee 
that probably led to some of the refomis [Laughter] 

Now I think I ve heard about that in connection to Bob Moretti 


later on That the Governmental Efficiency has been a place where 
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I don t know if they had the same kind of a thing in the assembly or 
not But I don t think they did 
Oh that’s true I m sorry That s the assembly 
In fact m the assembly the committee that probably did that job 
There were several but one of them certainly was the Ways and 
Means Committee which is where almost any bill that had any 
money in it had to go whatever the subject matter committee was and 
then to Ways and Means or the senate Finance [Committee] Even 
though the issue might have nothing to do with money they could 
shoot it down if they wanted to You had to pass that committee 
But the Governmental Efficiency Committee was interesting 
In one way it was very authoritarian In another way it was 
perhaps the fairest committee that we had Because in those days 
in order to get a bill out of committee—and this part is still 
true—you had to have a majority of the members of the committee 
voting for it In other words if it was a thirteen man committee 
you had to have seven votes even if only seven people were there 
But in this committee we met I m pretty sure it was Wednesday 
mornings Tuesday afternoons we would meet beforehand to 
decide what was going to happen to the bills And if there were 
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seven people for it it would come out even if they weren t all there 
the next day So m that way it was fair In the other way though 
things were decided—usually not always but almost 
always—ahead of time 

So when you say you met the day before this was not a public 
hearing 9 

No it was not a public hearing There was no such requirement in 
those days 

Did anyone figure this out what you were doing 9 
Oh of course I mean it took them a while but They especially 
figured it out when an author would come to present his bill and the 
chairman would say We have author s amendments here and the 
author would say I don t know anything about any amendments 1 
Do you accept them 9 If they knew what was going on they did 
because otherwise it wasn t going to go anywhere 
Can you think of any examples of some particularly hot issues 9 
I can remember one where it didn t work The bill to create the Aid 
to Families with Dependent Children passed the assembly authored 
by [Phillip] Phil Burton and it was supposed to go to Governmental 
Efficiency and be killed I suppose I'm sure it would have been 
because almost all Well that was another thing All Phil 
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Burton bills went to the Governmental Efficiency Committee no 
matter what the subject matter was and very few ever got out of 
there But somehow that bill did It didn t get out or it didn t go 
there in the first place Something happened and that s how it 
became law It would have eventually obviously but it wouldn t 
have right then anyway 

Tell me about why the Phil Burton bills were killed 

Well two reasons—three maybe He was very radical really left 

wing Secondly he was for reapportionment of the state senate 

That was the mam reason people didn t like him there 

So this is back to the issue of the northern California versus 

southern California in terms of representation*? 

Well not really because he was from San Francisco And actually 
northern California did better under the old system 
Right So why were they against his 

Well the senators were against it because they liked it the way it 

was 

OK 

Phil Burton was against it because he just was a believer in one 
man one vote—the more liberal position 
OK I just didn t understand what was going on 
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And I thought he had a very abrasive character too I suppose that 
had something to do with it Well I know it did 
Any other examples that you can think of? 

Of bills? 

Yes when you re talking about the Governmental Efficiency 
Committee 

Well for example one time And I don t know why it would go 
there A bill on the death penalty [It] should have been m 
Judiciary which was a fairly conservative committee too but I 
guess the pro tern the Rules Committee which I served on later 
thought maybe the Judiciary Committee wouldn t have handled it 
right or something Anyway it went to Governmental Efficiency 
where it was killed 

Well explain to me My understanding of the Rules Committee 
is [it is] really where the power lies m terms of controlling where 
bills go and whether they live or die 

Yes And that was true even then but the Rules Committee of 
course was then as now was pretty much controlled by the pro tern 
There were—and I guess there still are—three Democrats and two 
Republicans Even when we only had ten members there were two 
Republicans on the Rules Committee 
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terms of where bills were 

R LAGOMARSINO Oh yes But the bill had to get there and the Rules Committee did 

send the bills to committee And the Rules Committee also which 
made it very powerful was the one who made the committee 
assignments So it was a great committee to be on to get whatever 
committee you wanted plus be very much m control of what s 
going on plus not have the responsibility of being a committee 
chairman 

YATES Now how did you end up being on Governmental Efficiency 9 

R LAGOMARSINO Well that s what I was saying Probably because they thought I 

wasn t going to rebel against the system And because I guess they 
thought I was a pretty good guy 

YATES They thought you maybe wouldn t give them a hard time 

particularly 9 

R LAGOMARSINO I guess so It was a great committee to be on because you were 

involved m all of the big stuff and we did Like I said we not 
only had the meeting the story around the capitol was that we 
decided at dinner what was going to happen We did have a 
dinner—I think it was every Tuesday mght—but we hardly ever 
talked there about what was going on We didn t need to We had 
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already done it [Laughter] But they didn t know it I think it got 
to be viewed as kind of an arrogant thing people sitting up there 
People not all there and deciding what was happening to a bill It 
didn’t look good that s true I'll admit that 
Yes it doesn't sound above board 

No no Although as I say as a practical matter in some ways 
especially in those days There were no proxies allowed When 
proxies were allowed then that was a different situation 
Oh I didn t realize that So later on proxies were allowed 9 
Yes I don t think they were allowed until after I left 
So either you were there or you weren't there and no one could 
vote for you 

That s right That s right Which is good m a way but Well m 

fact I think it s good anyway 

That there is no proxy 9 When there is no proxy 9 

And that s the way it is in Congress unless they ve changed it but 

until now there wasn t 

Well I m thinking back again to when you first joined the senate 
and you mentioned meeting Hugh Bums Now what existed in 
terms of a Republican Caucus at that point 9 
Well there were ten of us and [John F ] Jack McCarthy from 
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Mann County was the minonty leader or whatever the title was at 
that time 

And how organized was the Republican Caucus? 

Not very We d meet but it was not very well organized Like I 
said there wasn t much point to it and there wasn t really that much 
opposition to Hugh Bums Or a few guys that like the senators 
from Orange County and a few other places that were more 
partisan but most of them were at that time I was the youngest 

one when I was elected Jack McCarthy had been when he was first 
elected and was younger than I was So most of the people were 
older—on both sides And most of them represented small areas 
There was one senator from Los Angeles [Richard Richards] for 
instance 

It's kind of hard to fathom now 

Yes he had I think it was like thirty assemblymen that he had to 
account for 

One senator and thirty assemblymen 
Yes Well whatever the number was 
Right As an example 

It was of that magnitude He had to work very hard because the 
way it worked usually was the senator would handle the assembly 
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bills on the senate floor from his assemblymen So once in a while 
you d look and you d have somebody that you knew or especially a 
guy who didn t agree with whatever it happened to be But on 
most routine things it would be So he would have 
To negotiate with all these other people'? 

Yes You take it up and you re the one who actually handles it on 
the floor not the assemblymen And vice versa in the assembly 
Right Sounds difficult 

Yes very difficult Because you would be in a position of handling 
something that you didn t really agree with but felt you had to do it 
kind of 

Well you were kind of the new kid on the block You were coming 
in not on a regular election year and 

Oh yes And a lot of press attention at that point There wasn t a 

lot during the campaign but afterwards there was just like m the 

congressional election later 

You have a history of special elections 

Yes [Laughter] 

So how did you become oriented to what you were supposed to be 
doing or needed to do 9 

Oh Jack McCarthy was very helpful Richard Dolwig whom I 
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mentioned earlier I think who had come down here and 
campaigned for me was influential They were both for example 
on the Governmental Efficiency Committee I became And 
also I went on the Finance Committee I had great committee 
assignments I was on the Finance Committee No no I guess 
I wasn t to start with 

Here s the list 1 That first year I had that you weren t on any 
standing committees 

Because there was only See I went there I don t know that 
there were because 62 
Was an off year 

An off year We just met for a month or so That s what they used 
to do 

I have you were on fact finding committees 
Yes I guess that s right I don't really remember 
That doesn t stand out 7 
No 

And then this [Joint Interim Committee on] Public Retirement [and 
Pension Funds] 

OK so m 63 I was on Governmental Efficiency I thought I went 


1 Yates is referring to a list of senate committees that Lagomarsino served on 
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on there right away but I guess I didn t But it wouldn t have 
mattered And Institutions [Committee] which didn t really 
amount to much but it did have jurisdiction over all the state 
hospitals for example And Judiciary that was a 
Now you were vice chairman of Institutions How did you become 
vice chair 9 

Just named so by the Rules Committee 

So there wasn t a feeling of if there's a Democratic domination that 
Democrats were all chairs and vice chairs 9 
No no There were even Well here s Governmental 
Efficiency for example [There was a] fact finding committee and 
Dolwig was vice chair Well OK Governmental Efficiency yes 
Judiciary Those are all the same committees actually The way 
they did it was that—I think I remember how that worked 
now—one way to kill a bill without being cruel about it and 
sometimes legitimately was to refer it for interim study And the 
fact finding committee which was really just a regular committee 
but that s what they called it in off session times would take the 
bill Sometimes they would actually hold hearings on a bill or on 
the subject matter of a bill and go around to different places in the 
state and do that So that s what happened there 
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Now just to move away briefly from your committee assignments 
what was the situation with having an office and staff or anything? 
What was the set up that first couple of years? 

Well the first office I had was an inside office—didnt even have a 
window I think I had two or three people in Sacramento and one 
here 

So you did have some staff 
Oh I had staff sure 

OK I m sorry I didn t mean to interrupt about the committees but 

I was just still curious about that initial period 

And then it got significantly larger 

Now what were your first impressions of all of this? 

It was kind of mind boggling and confusing to learn all this stuff 
because I didn t know anything about it except the little bit I d 
learned during the campaign I remember at one time there was a 
bill I can t remember exactly how it went but I remember that 
you could introduce a bill at the request of the governor I can't 
remember whether it was to change that to do it that way or to 
change it from doing it that way But I remember I asked Hugh 
Bums about it because I knew that he didn t particularly always 
agree with [Edmund G ] Pat Brown [Sr ] and his answer was 
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Well thats so we can vote against it or don t have to be But 
the whole point of it was that they did not feel necessanly that they 
had to go along with the governor just because he was a Democrat 
and they were That was the feeling of a lot of them But they of 
course didn t want to do it openly 

So that was what the situation was between the governors office 
and the legislature 7 

It was always that way I remember one of the Democratic senators 
saying The guy who's m the comer office will be there for four 
years eight years We 11 be here forever That sort of an attitude 
That was fairly typical I remember another occasion when I did 
something you should never do and that s question why somebody 
voted a particular way And I asked Hugh Bums I guess I actually 
asked him Why did you vote that way 7 He said Because you 
don t bleed for nothing If it s important you do but 1 
Do you remember what the bill was 7 
No Idont 

It was just that he said that that stuck out to you 7 
Yes 

Well talk a little bit about the relationship between the assembly 


and senate You did mention a little bit but Of course Jesse 
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Unruh is speaker at that point 
Yes he was 

He became speaker in 61 I believe 

I think you re right I don t remember who had been speaker 
Ralph [M ] Brown 

I guess he was speaker when I went there but I had 

I have that Jesse Unruh became speaker in September of '61 so he 

would have just been speaker when you joined 

Yes I guess so That s right Yes he became speaker and I 

You know he had a fearsome reputation but I got along with him 

all right Didn t have that many dealings with him but the ones I 

did he was all right In fact I think I mentioned to you that he 

actually I don t know if it s accurate to say he contributed to my 

campaign but he was helpful He steered money that way or 

something 

Which campaign was that 9 

The one we mentioned a little while ago—the 66 campaign And 
so did Hugh Bums 
And why did they 

Because they didn't much like the Democrat running against me 
And [they] liked me I guess I don t think it was any 
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Some of it was later but he remember—and I don t remember the 

year when he locked up the assembly 1 

Yes I remember that 

Which happens all the time but it was a 

I can t remember the year exactly 

I don t remember either but 

I can look it up 

He was more partisan than speakers had been I guess 

You think of Unruh as being more partisan 7 

Yes I think he was more partisan and probably more liberal or 


Democratic you know 7 Big D 


[End Tape 3 Side A] 
[Begin Tape 3 Side B] 


YATES OK We were talking about Jesse Unruh and his reputation 

R LAGOMARSINO He had a reputation I guess A bully would be the best one word 

description 

YATES What was he like in reality 7 

R LAGOMARSINO A big overpowering kind of a guy Very forceful kind of crude 


1 The year was 1963 
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Obviously very much interested m the legislative process and in 
improving it at least the way he saw it He was the one who 
spearheaded the transformation of the legislature—whether that s 
good or not we can argue about—but he was the one who did it 
and was well known all over the country for that 
Well as long as you ve brought that up what did you think of the 
changes 7 You were there from 

I liked it the way it was because I was there under the old system I 
thought it worked pretty well But that wasn t going to be the case 
especially after the supreme court decision on reapportionment 
meant that was the end of that 

So after 1966 when Prop 1 A 1 passed that changed the 

Oh changed the legislature 9 

That is what I was thinking of 

Well there were a lot of What year was it 9 

It was 66 that it passed that changed the legislature 

Into a full time 

Oh OK Salaries increased 

I think by that time that was a recognition That was before 
reapportionment I think it actually changed 


1 Proposition 1A (November 1966) constitutional revision 
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Reapportionment happened also The impact of'65 'Sixty six 
was the year that 

OK that s right That s when it all came into being The new 
reapportionment full time legislature new governor Part of it was 
a recognition of I didn't like the reapportionment thing but 
obviously something had to change there because it was way out of 
whack One senator for Los Angeles County just didn t make 
sense Although if I had [had] my druthers I d rather have left it 
the way it was even with that In fact we campaigned after that 
supreme court decision to get a constitutional amendment to allow 
[state] senates to be apportioned the way they had been I was 
assigned the duty of calling various legislatures around the country 
to do that And I remember I called the pro tem of the Texas 
senate—I don t remember his name now—and I said something 
about being a Republican and he said You re a what 9 That was 
of course m the days before there were many Republicans 
There probably weren t any in Texas 

And Im sorry explain what your goal was What were you doing 9 
We were trying to get support for a constitutional amendment to 
allow states to reapportion state senates on a basis other than just 
population You know sort of like the U S Senate—or that theory 
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anyway 

Right And what was the time penod for that 9 

Well this had to be after that supreme court decision winch I guess 

was 65 Probably early '66 Maybe late 65 

So this was before the reapportionment went into effect 9 

Yes it was before then Right 

OK And what did you think a constitutional amendment was 
going to accomplish 9 

Oh some way of keeping something other than just 
population—other than strict one man one vote To have some 
county integrity for example Because I think what has happened 
now is really bad because there s not necessarily a community of 
interest The court says they have to do that but it's not enforced 
really very much I think it s very beneficial to have legislators not 
only represent people as numbers but geographical areas and 
especially political areas like cities and counties and things like that 
that have some consistency to them 

But the one thing that the hill time legislature did I think that 
was Looking back on everything it was probably somewhat 
overdone but the reality was that in the even numbered years we 
used to have the short sessions Those always expanded into much 
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longer so there was a good argument for extending that and 
making it a regular session And certainly the fact was that most 
legislators by that time had begun pretty much full time anyway 
So wait you re talking about I m looking at what actually went 
into effect is that the senate districts were drawn based on 
population 
Right 

And then the assembly seats were realigned So what you re talking 
about is you don t think that that s the best way to do it is just on 
population 9 

Yes Well I did then Now I 

And what happened was L A County went from one seat to 

fourteen and a third seats 

Yes 

And then eight southern California counties had twenty two of the 

forty senate seats So it benefitted southern California 9 

Yes Oh definitely No question about it 

Well let me go back to pnor to 1966 I know I keep going back to 

that and we expand on other things But what if any were your 

expectations of being in the senate 9 

I was very very active if you look at the number of bills 
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introduced and quite successful percentage wise Maybe more so 
than most—I don t know 
I noticed you earned a number of bills 

Yes and a lot of them were We were saying law enforcement 
type bills from the [California] D[istnct] A[ttomey]s Association 
and from the distnet attorney m Ventura and the one in Santa 
Barbara after the two counties came together And others too but 
basically Of course I was on the Judiciary Committee so I 
could help do that 

Right So that s why a lot of your legislation came through the 
committee'? 

And in natural resource type things I was on that 
committee—Fish and Game [Committee]—and later Natural 
Resources [Committee] 

Well in these early few years you were on for example 
Agriculture And do you remember much about the Agriculture 
Committee'? We were talking about this off tape 
No no I do remember later when I went to Congress that I was 
kind of offered—or it was talked about anyway—that I could be on 
the [United States] House [of Representatives] Agriculture 
Committee and I decided I didnt want to do that for a couple of 
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reasons One was because the House Agriculture Committee 
doesn't really have that much to do with what happens to 
agriculture in California or at least in this area Northern 
California may be different And secondly it just wasn t that 
interesting to me And thirdly was because we heard that Who 
was the big columnist 7 Drew Pearson 7 No Anyway some 
columnist was ready to write a column on conflict of interest 
because my family was in agriculture and so who needed that 7 So 
I opted to go on the Foreign Affairs Committee instead which was 
much more interesting 

Well to what extent was there truth to that accusation 7 

To what 7 The conflict m interest 7 

Yes 

Well as much as there is on being on anything that has anything to 
do Judiciary same thing kind of in a way Or could be 
Well not too long after you went to the senate—that s 62—then 
you had to run for re election 
In 64 
Right 

So I did have two and a half years I guess If I had had to run in 
62 I probably would not have won because there would have been 
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a primary Maybe those two Democrats would have run again One of 
them would have won and run against me And although incumbency 
helps a great deal 
[Interruption] 

OK We were talking about your election in '64 and you were 
mentioning 

Well as I said if it had been 62 chances are I probably would not 
have been re elected Although you never know Who knows 
because I worked very hard and I came home every weekend I 
worked very hard but it wouldn t have been much time It would have 
been a matter of—what 9 —till the primary just a few months 
Yes That would have been tough 

So the three years were very helpful in that regard plus not only was I 
an incumbent but by then I had a legislative record of bills passed and 
signed and so on 

So 64 though that was a tough election They ran a very 
respected teacher from Ojai named Newton [K ] Chase who was the 
headmaster of Thacher Boys School in Ojai 
Oh I ve heard of the school 

Well I guess the best way to say this is that some people called him 


Snooty Newtie 
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Why 9 

Well some people thought he had I think sort of the air of being 
superior because of that position a very exclusive boys school And 
that did offend some of the local Democrats who had offered to work 
for him Or at least their version was—and I never knew if it was true 
or not—that he had turned them down so they came to work for me 
Oh really 9 

Yes A couple of examples anyway I don t remember now whether 
the [International Brotherhood of] Teamsters [Chauffeurs 
Warehousemen and Helpers] for example supported me m that 
election Or at least lftheydidnt many of them were helpful because 
through our business we had relationships—not always friendly but at 
least respectful—with them and some of the other labor umons Not 
the public employees unions or those kinds but the Teamsters building 
and trades those kinds And anyway I won It was a tough election 
but I did wm 

Now who ran your campaign for that election 9 
I don t think it was Spencer and Roberts anymore 
But you had a professional team 9 

Yes we did And I don’t remember which one but we did 


YATES 


And what did you do with this campaign strategy wise 9 
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I think it was pretty much the same as the first one 
Now explain to me I noticed that in the primary for example 
you re listed as the Republican candidate and also the Democratic 
write in That seems to have been common then to be a write m 9 
Did you realize that 9 

I guess we did I don t remember that to tell you the truth 
I was wondering what that meant 
Cross filing had ended 

Right We re looking at the Statement of Vote 

I guess you could 

I think that happened m 66 also 

Yes I think it did too I didn t get veiy many did I 9 

That s the primary 

From the primary yes Now I don t know that I ran that way I 
think these are just the people who wrote my name in I don't think 
we ran a campaign 

OK That just means there were some people who voted and put 
you down as the 
But you can see 
[Interruption] 

It s kind of scary if you look at this the Democrat had 5 000 more 
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votes than I did in the primary 

You mentioned that this was a tough election Perhaps you could 
expand on what you meant by that 

Well because the county was still very much as it had been three 
years before about two to one Democrat And a pretty formidable 
Democrat ran against me although I think they probably could 
have picked somebody who would If they had picked for 
example Bruce Thompson they probably would have done much 
better Or somebody like him And as I said before I had by this 
time been an incumbent for three years and fairly well known and 
quite active Home every weekend that sort of thing So that 
really helped 

So tell me again You were dividing your time between 
Sacramento and Ventura 7 

Well what we did for the first five years which would certainly 
include this time I drove back and forth every weekend 
So your family was here 7 

Part of the time they were up there Kids went to school there one 
year—I guess was all But most of the time I was back and forth 
That would be hard I would think 


R LAGOMARSINO Oh it was very hard And it was hard And when the kids were 
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there we still drove back and forth every weekend It was very 
hard [Laughter] 

So what were you doing here on the weekends in terms of work 9 
Well meeting with constituents riding m parades whatever Just 
the usual things you do Going to events dinners whatever it was 
And I think you mentioned you did have an office down here with a 
couple of staff 
Yes 

And they would handle constituent inquiries? 

Yes 

As long as were talking about elections why don t we go ahead and 

talk about the 66 election perhaps as a comparison because of 

course that's when the 

Yes the 66 election was of course 

The distnct changed 

The district changed considerably Of course it took in Santa 
Barbara County for the first time Santa Barbara County—and you 
probably have the statistics there—as I recall if it wasn t 
Republican it was close to it Ventura County was still quite 
Democratic even then but was kind of a There was a state 


senator up there very popular 
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This is Alvin Wemgand 9 

Alvin Wemgand He had had a heart attack though which 

probably made a difference in the minds of some people And also 

he kind of like Newton Chase was—what would you want to call 

him 9 Some people had the impression that he was superior or 

thought he was superior because he owned a very fancy He and 

Ronald Colman owned a very fancy place the San Ysidro Ranch m 

Montecito Very exclusive 

You re talking about the actor Ronald Colman 9 

Yes A1 was a nice guy and we became pretty good friends after 

the election 

But basically because of reapportionment you two ended up 
running against each other whereas before he had his own seat 
Right Before we each had our own county Right And that was 
happening of course all over the state It was very difficult Not 
much fun I mean at least in this case it was a Democrat and 
Republican thing It wasn t like you ran against the people m your 
own party 

Well how did having part of Santa Barbara County as part of this 
district affect how you campaigned 9 

Well it certainly meant that I had to spend a lot more time there so 
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it spread us very tlun But we had some very good people working 
for us one of whom was J J Hollister HI the son of the former 
senator so that was very helpful 
How did you hook up with him? 

Somebody—I don t remember now who it was—introduced us and 
we liked each other and he was a Republican Well you know 
what I think it was? That s a good one Make a note and we 11 ask 
Norma how we met J J I think it might have been Boyer Sam 
Davis And then Hoot Bennett who I mentioned before they were 
friends They knew each other And he was the chairman for 
Ventura County and J J became 
This is your friend from Ojai? 

Hoot right J J became the chairman from Santa Barbara County 
And I think one of the factors was that people The Republicans 
m Santa Barbara would vote for me and many of the Democrats in 
Ventura would vote for anybody from Ventura rather than 
somebody from Santa Barbara There s still some of that feeling 
but especially in those days It was fairly marked 
Describe a little bit what it meant to now have Santa Barbara be 
part of the district in terms of what the district was like 
Well it was really difficult because for example offshore oil 
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drilling which wasn t a big issue then but it was starting to become 
one And people in Santa Barbara were not pro oil and people 
in Ventura were very much pro oil So there were issues like that 
And m other environmental type issues there was a pretty big 
difference Just geographically it was difficult It s a long ways 
It takes two hours to get to Santa Mana for example 
What else about Santa Barbara was different everything from 
economically to the make up of the constituents 7 
Well I would say the biggest difference was the geographical one 
and the economies of the areas were quite different Santa Barbara 
m those days was still pretty much agricultural and Ventura was oil 
and the military Farming too but oil and the military were the big 
ones 

Now how would you deal with an issue like oil for example 7 
Very carefully [Laughter] It was tough because a lot of the very 
influential people were m the oil business here or had connections 
with people who were It was a big part of the economy Not so m 
Santa Barbara County But until the blow out m the Santa Barbara 
Channel that was not that big a deal People were not happy about 
offshore oil drilling but it wasn t an overriding issue with many of 


them 
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What was your personal belief on the subject? 

I think probably then that it was a good thing It was good for the 
economy and that there was no particular environmental damage 
being caused by it Then it became you know why should all of it 
occur here though? How about other places off the California coast 
that are going to do it? And that was a position that seemed to 
work pretty well especially in Congress 

What do you think ultimately made the difference in terms of your 
winning the seat that year? 

Probably I think people liked my positions more than his I think 
that he was considered to be kind of a ' limousine liberal type 
What does that mean? 

Oh it means that they know better than everybody else what s good 
for them For example I remember And I worked really hard 
I went to union halls—or some of them I went to the 
[International] Longshoremen['s and Warehousemen s Umon] and I 
remember apparently did pretty well because afterwards a guy 
came out He had a paper sack with a bottle of something in there 
and says Have a drink [Laughter] And I did [Laughter] I 
remember saying I was talking about my opponent and I said 
You know he s got this place up m Santa Barbara Probably none 
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of you have ever been there though ’ and things of that kind 
So you used that to help with your campaign? 

And also the Teamster association I used it a little bit 
Well maybe for a minute we can return to your committee 
assignments 
OK 

You mentioned Institutions Maybe you could expand a little bit 
about what the responsibility of that committee was 
Well the responsibility of that committee as I recall was exactly 
what the name says to look after state institutions We didn t have 
prisons I don t believe but we did have mental hospitals including 
Atascadero [State Hospital] which is kind of both We would go 
around to various hospitals and have meetings and hearings and so 
on It was not a very active committee It might have one or two 
bills a year In fact I became the chairman of it which was kind of 
interesting even though I was a Republican in 6 
I have in '65 you were chair 
I thought it was before that but 

I have you were vice chair in 63 and 64 This is from the [Senate] 
Final History so you may have This is at whatever time they 


printed it 
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Yes whatever it says is probably right 
[Robert D ] Williams was chair 9 

Oh OK Like I say it wasn t a very active committee Later it was 
dissolved and became part of another committee 
You talked about the role of Governmental Efficiency as a 
committee and now I m wondering too about a little later when you 
were on Fish and Game and Judiciary What were their strengths 
and weaknesses as committees 9 

I think that the senate Judiciary Committee was very well run 
pretty much a pro law enforcement type committee unlike the 
assembly—which I can talk about In the senate the Judiciary 
Committee handled everything relating to the courts whether it be 
civil or criminal So it was a good committee for a lawyer to be on 
because you could really have an effect there And I think I did I 
was a very active member of it all the time I was m the senate Fish 
and game was sort of my advocation 

But again not easy There were some really big fights there 
for example between the commercial fishermen and the sports 
fishermen Not so much in the early days but later between 
sportsmen and people who wanted to stop hunting and that sort of 
thing I remember I got an award from the California and National 
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Wildlife Federations because I introduced legislation that would 
have lessened the rule of the legislature in governing fish and game 
management and turned more of it over to the professionals m the 
Department of Fish and Game It used to be their authority had to 
be renewed every two years which was just kind of ridiculous and 
I tried to make that permanent I couldn t get that done I got it 
through the senate but in the assembly Pauline [L ] Davis who was 
the chairman of the assembly Fish and Game Committee—and very 
jealous of her prerogative—shot it down We did make it four 
years I don t know what it is now it s probably permanent But 
anyway that just showed you how parochial some of those things 
were in those days 

Well in a bill like that—and maybe you can think of another 
example—what did you do or what were your strategies to deal with 
these kind of situations where it sounds like it s a personality thing 
It turned into one That lady—Pauline Davis—no one was going to 
fool with her 

Did you have any idea that that was going to be shot down 7 

Oh probably Yes We knew it was a long shot 

So some things you know are long shots and others aren t and so 
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you decide 

R LAGOMARSINO Right and some you don t know You just don t know Like we 

found out fairly early on that a lot of the criminal stuff turned out to 
be long shots It s probably a good time to talk about it 

YATES Yes let s talk about Judiciary 

R LAGOMARSINO OK Well I had as I said earlier a lot of bills especially on law 

enforcement and the courts and so on most of which I don't even 
remember at this point Maybe if somebody gave me the title or 
something I probably would remember them But most of them 
were fairly routine or non controversial 

I remember the way you would do it is a bill would come up 
and you d introduce it and it d be set for a heanng You go to a 
committee and the committee would hear it and vote for it or not 
Then it would go to the floor and all of them that went to the floor 
passed—I think all of them as I recall—unammously Then they 
would set them for a heanng in the assembly Cnminal Procedures 
Committee I think it was the first time that happened although I 
had been there awhile so I don t remember the dates exactly But 
anyway I had I think it was seven bills and they wouldn t hear them 
one at a time they d stack them up And so when they set one of 
my bills for a heanng there were actually seven I had half the 
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calendar So I went over there and the assembly Criminal 
Procedures Committee The chairman was not there and a 
quorum was not present Phil Burton was there though and he was 
acting I don t know if he was the vice chairman I don t think 
he was I think he just kind of took over He said "We don t have a 
quorum but we can act as a subcommittee and recommend to the 
committee what to do with these bills ' I said OK fine ’ So they 
take up the bills and he shot every one of them down all 
seven—just bam 1 bam’ bam* It was really very disheartening 
because I had worked pretty hard to get them that far and none of 
them were really big impositions on civil liberties or anything He 
just didn t like them So that night Norma and I were at a function 
at the El Mirador Hotel right across from the capitol—it s still there 
but it s something else now—on the top floor We were sitting at a 
table with Senator George Miller [Jr ] who was the chairman of the 
senate Finance Committee and a friend They all liked Norma 
And Phil Burton was there I don t know if She thinks it was 
the same function I don t think it was I think he just happened to 
be there but whatever She thinks he was at the same table and I 
don t think that s true But anyway he came over and asked her to 
dance a couple of times I don t know if you ve ever seen him or 
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anything but he was kind of a big shambling kind of a guy If you 
get too close to him he d slobber on you Pretty crude Anyway 
he danced with her a couple of times and she said "Yes He s a 
pretty good dancer Anyway we re leaving—and by then it s 
probably 12 30 or something like that And then he walks up to me 
as we re going out the door and says "I've been thinking about 
those bills 1 I didn t even know what he was talking about for a 
second What are you talking about 9 You know those bills you 
had in the committee this morning Yes what about it 9 1 He said 
Well he said actually two of those aren t bad If you come 
back tomorrow we’ll pass those out 1 So I did I went back to the 
committee the next day Norma s aunt and uncle were in town and 
so she took them to the committee because she knew the bills were 
going to come up The committee had moved it was a bigger 
room full of people There was something really important on the 
docket—not my bills but something—and so the room was full of 
people The whole committee was sitting up there 

YATES But the chair [Gordon H Winton Jr ] still wasn t available 9 Burton 

was acting as the chair 9 

R LAGOMARSINO No no I think the chairman was there at that time 


YATES 


Oh OK 
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It doesn't quite come through to me who the chairman was 
Anyway so I take up the bill but he immediately takes over 
Burton does? 

Yes And he starts giving me a bad time about the two bills I 
looked at him and I said "Mr Burton last night—or actually I 
guess it was early this morning—you told me you were going to 
recommend these two bills " And he looked at me When you 
questioned him or anything his eyes got real big And they did 
They got real big and he looked me But sometimes you just think 
of the right thing to say and I guess that was it He said Yes but 
the wrong member of your family is the author of these bills 
Honest This is a true story In fact there's a book about Phil 
Burton called A Rage for Justice [ The Passion and Politics of 
Phillip Burton l by John Jacobs and he tells the story there 
Anyway I said Well the right member of the family is in the 
back of the room And the whole room turned around and looked 
at Norma who was sitting there He said Well I had two dances I 
move two bills out 
That’s unbelievable 
Yes unbelievable 


YATES 


I m sure that s just a small example 
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And then later—I don t know how much later but quite a bit 

later—I had I think it was twelve bills on the same committee And 

this time I thought hey 1 

This is in the assembly you mean 9 

Yes They passed the senate and went over there I don t remember 
whether it was the same year but I think it was And I said 1 1 m 
going to go talk to Phil first So I went over and talked to him and 
on every one of them his initial reaction was no But I sat there 
and talked to him and he finally ended up agreeing to seven of 
them—seven—and passed them out And all of the observers 
around there were just amazed that any bills at all would get out of 
that committee 

But as far as you remember he wasn t the chair or the vice chair 9 
No Pie might have been the vice chair but he wasn t the chairman 
So that speaks to his influence 

Absolutely Anyway seven of those passed It was six or seven I 
think it was seven All of them were signed into law by Governor 
Brown except one that was on child napping—I don t think I have 
mentioned this before—because it was a felony out of state or 
something like that Anyway that was pretty amazing But 
because of that we became— friends 1 may be the wrong word but 
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certainly working colleagues 
With Burton you re talking about 9 
Yes In the Congress especially 
Sure 

And he was on the Intenor Committee and I got on that committee 
and I got on his Subcommittee on International and Insular Affairs 
and so on We did work together very closely there and mostly 
agreed 

In Congress you re talking about 9 
Yes m Congress 

But m the state legislature it was a little tougher it sounds like 9 
Yes Yes it was tougher Although I probably got more out of him 
than anybody just because he probably was impressed that I would 
care enough to go talk to him And I did the same thing with Willie 
[L ] Brown [Jr ] except that Willie Brown I think he was 
impressed that I talked to him but he wasnt going to change his 
opinion on anything But he could tell you 
[Interruption] 

You mentioned Willie Brown Now you re talking about m his 

capacity as a member of the assembly 9 

Well as chairman of the Ways and Means Committee 
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R LAGOMARSINO I had a lot of bills m his committee one time I went to talk to him 

and he knew—and I m not really exaggerating—he knew as much 
about the bills as I did Really studied them and probably very well 
briefed Had a good staff And not only that he knew how many 
votes were for and against them I don t think he asked people but 
he just knew his committee that well It was really an amazing 
thing And as I got ready to leave he said—I was on the Finance 
Committee—"Remember that the Ways and Means Committee 
meets after the Finance Committee [Laughter] 

YATES That s telling 

R LAGOMARSINO That s telling yes That s smart 

YATES And when you say the Finance Committee you re talking about the 

senate Finance Committee? 

R LAGOMARSINO The senate Finance Committee right Senator George Miller was 

the chairman and he was a very colorful character himself I 
remember one time an assemblyman was presenting a bill and 
George Miller made a ruling on something and the assemblyman 
said "Senator that s not fair And Senator Miller got out the rule 
book and said 'Show me in here where it says I gotta be fair 


[Laughter] 
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Well that s tough 
Yes that tells it too 

Back to Willie Brown for a second this comment that he made 
about the Ways and Means Committee meeting after the Finance 
Committee What was Willie Brown s power at that point 7 
Well he was the chairman But I think he became everything he 
did—the chairman of that committee the speaker—-by sheer 
intelligence and determination Like I was telling you very smart 
and very much tuned into the legislative process 
[Interruption] 

You were talking about Willie Brown and his strength at that point 
You know just really brilliant And a legislative strategist and he 
knew Phil Burton was very much that way too but Phil was 
probably not as smooth as Willie and he rubbed a lot of people the 
wrong way Of course Willie Brown did too but 
Phil Burton though did particularly 7 
Yes Well he was—m the popular parlance—areal bomb 
thrower " He was the one who led the demonstration against the 
House [of Representatives Committee on] Un American Activities 
and all that sort of thing so he was a real polarizing kind of a guy 
But he was the one who was pretty much in charge of 
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reapportionment of the California districts—not in the assembly 

and the senate but the congressional ones 

Right The 1980 reapportionment 9 

Yes And 72 

Oh 72 9 

Well lets see Was it 70 9 No no Probably not 70 I dont think 
he was there then Soon after he got elected to Congress And he 
knew literally as much about people s districts and so on as the 
members did and sometimes more because he studied all of the 
figures and so on He could be pretty vindictive I know that he 
really landed on some people whom he thought were giving his 
brother a bad time—John [L Burton] who is now the president pro 
tem of the state senate 

Well back to the Judiciary Committee you said it was pretty pro 

law enforcement at that time 

Yes certainly compared to the assembly 

And what were the struggles in the Judiciary Committee at that 

point if any 9 

I can t recall any specific ones at this time although I m sure there 
were 


YATES 


So generally there was a consensus 9 
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Pretty much 

But you said the assembly equivalent was not 9 

No no The assembly Criminal Procedures Committee was 

commonly known as the ' Criminal Protection Committee 

Oh really 9 

Yes 

And why is that 9 

Oh just the nature of the people who were on it I guess More big 
city liberal Democrats 

As evidenced by Phil Burton 9 Is that an example 9 

That's just one example I mean he was not atypical at least the 

way they thought about this 

Well then it sounds like this would have been a problem getting 
bills through all the time 

Oh it was Yes Exactly And I was not the only one who suffered 
m that fate I mean all bills were m that category 
Whether they were controversial or not 9 

Yes Like I said most of mine were not controversial Or at least 
the senate didn t think they were 

Another committee I was interested in asking you about—this is 
actually a fact finding committee It says that in '64 there was a 
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Subcommittee on Race Relations and Urban Problems 9 

Yes and I don t remember much about that 

OK I m just wondering 

Although I think Who was the chairman 9 

[John W ] Holmdahl 

Yes He was a 

And [Thomas M ] Rees was vice chair 

Senator from Oakland and Alameda County A Democrat But 

again kind of a—conservative is the wrong word but moderate at 

least He became a very good friend of mine In fact there were 

some people m the Lompoc area here who were distantly related to 

him and so we were quite close But 

And Rees was vice chair 

I do remember one time we went to Oakland and traveled around in 
a police car you know doing things seeing what was going on 
there I think it was under that committee s auspices 
But there was nothing in particular that precipitated that 
committee 9 I noticed it is listed under general research so I didn t 
know what that meant 


R LAGOMARSINO I don t recall exactly but I imagine what that meant was that there 

was something that came up that was assigned to an interim study 
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that didn t fit into any of the other committees 
Gotcha 

Maybe this was something Holmdahl did— probably was—for his 
district 

Now I also saw that in these early years you were on the Joint 

Interim Committee on Penal Code Revision 

Yes 

You were on that pretty consistently 
I was yes 

Talk about that a little bit 

Well you will see there were various chairmen The last chairman 
of it was Senator [Donald L ] Don Grunsky from Watsonville He 
and his wife were very I mean really good friends of ours We 
went out to dinner 


[End Tape 3 Side B] 
[Begin Tape 4 Side A] 


YATES OK go ahead 

R LAGOMARSINO And basically this was an effort which took a long time [Anthony 

C ] Tony Beilenson was on it too An effort which took years and 
years and years to codify and rewrite the penal code not 
necessarily to change any of the thmgs but to modernize them to 



152 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 


R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 


put them all in the same place so people could find what they re 
looking for and to get nd of old stuff—extraneous things Then we 
had a staff and they worked on it We had heanngs and people who 
would come and testify and so on 
What were you able to successfully achieve with that 7 
Well just that I think to modernize it and revise it so now it s in 
one code I suppose it s changing and we 11 probably have to do it 
again some time later So it is more logically put together 
Now I also saw under boards and commissions there was 
something It looks like the same thing but it sort of changed 
names Automation and Technological Developments And then it 
was Manpower Automation and Technological Developments 
What was that 7 

This was just an attempt to keep up to date on the technologies that 
were changing And of course by today s standards it didn t 
amount to very much But today that would be really a hard thing 
to keep 
[Interruption] 

I was asking about this Manpower Automation and [Technological 
Developments] Commission 


R LAGOMARSINO This was as I recall a recognition of the fact that there was 
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automation coming and all this and what we should be doing about 
it if anything I don t recall any specific legislation or 
recommendations we made but it was an effort for the legislature 
to be involved in all that 

One commission I was curious about that I saw you went on in 65 
was the California Heritage Preservation Commission Do you 
remember anything about that 7 
Uh uh 

Looks like it was created m 65 and you were on it in 65 and 66 

Im sure it s just what its name implies 

OK But nothing about it m particular 7 

No Although I was—and probably about that same 

time—certainly involved m things like the presidio project m Santa 

Barbara [El Presidio de Santa Barbara State Histone Park] and 

things like that 

How were you involved in that 7 

Well just attempting to get funding for it and to recognize it 
What was your interest in some of these preservation issues 7 
Because I know you earned some other legislation relating to I 
think one was to Chico actually and the Bidwell Mansion 7 I saw a 


couple of things 
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The what 9 

Bidwell Mansion I think Well m general it seems that you were 
involved in carrying legislation like that What was your interest 
or why did you end up doing that 9 

Oh because I thought that there were a lot of things like the 
presidio and others that should be preserved and that the state had a 
part to play in that 

Well let me ask you—back to 1966 I should have asked you when 
we were talking about the election One thing is of course the 
issue of the senate districts changing and the representation 
changing I didn t really follow through with that and I was 
wondering how that changed the dynamics of the senate 9 
You know it didn't change it nearly as much as I thought it 
would—as everybody thought it would But it did make it And 
we may never know because Ronald Reagan beat Pat Brown If Pat 
Brown had still been there it would have been probably a better 
comparison as to what had happened But everybody thought it 
would become—it was still Democratic—more partisan for 
example More like the assembly And it did but perhaps it would 
have been even more had we not had a governor of the other party 
sitting down in the comer office So I think that sort of offset that 



155 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


Why did everyone think it was going to become more partisan 9 
Well because for one thing many of the new members of the 
senate were people who had been assemblymen That was true 
somewhat in the older days too but certainly when you had thirty 
one assemblymen in Los Angeles County then you had fourteen 
senators a lot of those were going to become ex assemblymen from 
that area 

Now why do you think Reagan won that election 9 

Why do I think he won 9 

Yes 

Oh I think it was a lot of things I think people were probably tired 
of Pat Brown The Watts nots certainly had a big part to play m 
that Let s see '66 I think Reagan had really made a name for 
himself m the Goldwater campaign and people were impressed with 
that I think Republicans were really energized It s sort of like 
what I see happening around the country now between George W 
Bush and [Albert A ] Gore Very similar 

I think Pat Brown had kind of—deserved or not—the 
reputation of being kind of an easy guy to push around He d agree 
with whoever the last guy was who talked to him I don t think that 
was necessarily true but that was the perception I think it was 
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probably one of those years when people were against incumbents 
not necessarily legislative ones but governors and so on Maybe 
they just thought Pat Brown had been there too long—eight years at 
that point 

Now of course from 66 on through 71 or 72 the number of 
Republicans increased 

Yes at one point we had twenty one actually 
Right that was in 1970 And I was wondering what you think the 
election of Reagan in 66 meant in terms of the Republican party in 
gaming any strength 

I think it really increased Republican enthusiasm—and a lot of 
work a lot of organization that sort of thing You know turn a lot 
of people on encourage good people to run for office 

And by then you didn t have nearly as many of the—what 
should we call them— 'southern Democrat conservatives They 
weren t really from the South but they were of that mold sort of m 
the senate maybe more for example And so then it became a 
question more of more liberal people running on the Democratic 
side as against whoever was running on the Republican side It was 
a Republican time really led by Reagan 

Now of course not long after that—well several years—there s a 
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change in the pro tem 

Yes and that was in a way a very sad thing because I knew the 
Republicans had suddenly twenty one votes The issue in the 
election of the twenty first—who was Milton Marks of San 
Francisco—was control of the state senate And immediately 
[when] he got there he decided he wasn t going to vote that way 
I was sort of the leader it turned out of the effort to get a 
Republican pro tem elected which was very painful because Hugh 
Bums was a friend of mine—had been he wasn't anymore at least 
he didn t think so And it didn t work I think we ended up with a 
dozen voting for our candidate who was a very fine man 
Who was that'? 

Don Grunsky of Watsonville 

Now when you say you became the leader what did that mean 9 
Well I was sort of the spearhead of the thing 
And why did you end up being the spearhead of that 9 
I don t know and I wish I hadn t [Laughter] 

Really 9 Why do you say that 9 

Because it didn t accomplish anything for one thing and secondly 
it really came at a great personal cost to me I was lacked off of the 
Governmental Efficiency Committee—and what else 9 Well you 
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can look it up Finance I think? The way you used to do it you 
would list the committees you wanted to be on and the ones you 
didn t want to be on and they put me on the ones I didn t want to be 
on like the [Social] Welfare [Committee] Some of that changed 
later but it was pretty painful for a while I don t really blame 
Hugh Bums I can understand how he felt I did what I thought was 
the right thing to do but it was very painful 
Explain to me a little bit the sequence of events because I know 
that Howard Way was the one that became president pro tern 
He did later 

In 69 So what s the time frame you re talking about in your 
support of Grunsky for president pro tern? 

Well this was right after we got twenty one whenever that was 
OK That was in 70 actually I have Howard Way became 
president pro tern m 69 
That doesn t sound right 69? 

Yes 

Because he became president pro tern after the one that didn t work 
OK Well I have m 68 it was twenty Republicans and twenty 
Democrats In 69 the same thing And then in 70 it was twenty 


one to nineteen 
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And that s when Way became the 

And I have Way became president pro tern in May of 69 Well 
anyway that s OK The point is Tell me the sequence again of 
when you led this effort to get Grunsky in? 

Well as I recall right after we got twenty one 

OK And this is before Howard Way actually became president pro 

tern? 

Yes Yes it was 

And why did the effort fail to get Grunsky in? 

Because I think it was eight Republicans stayed with Bums 
And what were the behind the scenes activities in all this? 

I think committee assignments and the feeling that Bums was OK 
Which he was if that was the basis of making a decision But 
basically here the Republicans all over the state had worked very 
hard to get this guy elected so we would have a majority and we 
felt we had to elect a Republican pro tern The ironic thing is that 
he later became a Democrat Milt Marks 
Oh Marks 

And was always very liberal even when he was a Republican 
So he was sort of the lynchpin in a lot of this you re saying? 

Yes 
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Well then what happened with Howard Way 9 
Well he was kind of interesting because he was even more 
Don Grunsky was more old school than Howard Way ever was 
Howard Way was kind of an anti status quo type And I don t 
remember how he put the thing together because I didn t think he 
was that popular but he obviously was He got the votes He didn t 
stay long and I guess that was why because it was kind of overkill 
with a lot of people who were friends of members of the legislature 
And then of course Jack Schrade came in so talk about that a little 
bit 

Well I didn t support Schrade He s a friend of mine but I didn t 
support him But he won anyway Again there was some 
retaliation Didn t amount to much but I was the chairman of the 
senate natural resources water and whatever it was committee 
And if you 11 notice after that the name is changed and I literally 
had my water cut off is what happened which was all right 1 Water 
was a real painful part of that committee anyway 
And then James [R ] Mills came in 

Yes James Mills came m And that s about the time I got on the 
Rules Committee I think 


1 It became the Natural Resources and Wildlife Committee in 1970 
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Now all this turnover at the president pro tem level in these few 
years what impact did that have on the functioning of the senate? 

I don t think it had a lot I think things went on pretty much 
Even though Bums had been there a long time? 

Yes 

And descnbe a little bit the differences between all four of those 
people I realize a couple of them weren t there for very long 
Well Bums was definitely the old school pre reapportionment 
cow county type legislature Very friendly with some of the big 
lobbyists who were mostly business type people They didn t 
bother me as much as they bothered some of my colleagues 
Way was a pretty conservative guy Pro business pro 
farming but he didn t like—I think it was a personal thing in some 
cases—some of the lobbyists He thought they had too much 
influence and they probably did Schrade was kind of the other 
way He was very friendly with lobbyists too but just from the 
other side of the aisle People kmd of ridiculed him He was not 
considered to be a heavyweight but he obviously was a pretty good 
politician to be elected president pro tem of the senate Howard 
or What s his first name? 


YATES 


James Mills 
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Jim Jim Jim Mills was pretty liberal but very fair very fair I 
remember one time—and I don t remember the issue now—him 
coming to me and telling me something that he thought I should 
know Something was going to be done or was being done to 
Republicans he didn t think was right and that we should know 
about He was a very open guy and ran a pretty good ship He was 
OK He was again a good friend But much more liberal than any 
of the other ones had been 
And of course then he stayed m 
He stayed m for quite a while 

But of course you weren t there much longer after that 
No no I wasn't 

Why don t we stop for now and at least talk about if we want to go 

any longer or if we want to just regroup 

It s up to you We can go longer if you want to 

[Interruption] 

That was in '69 

Right We just stopped for a minute and decided we d go on a little 
longer So we thought we d focus on the Santa Barbara Channel oil 
slick 

OK That was 1969 and it was right after a large 
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flood—fortunately in a way because the beaches were littered with 
driftwood and trash and stuff So when the oil came ashore it of 
course got on that and it was easier to clean up than it might have 
been otherwise If it had not been for the oil spill the other stuff 
probably wouldn t have been cleaned up or at least you wouldn t 
have had the same effort 

Of course I heard about the oil spill when I was in 
Sacramento I flew down and then flew on a tour around where the 
spill was From the air at that time—tins was probably a day after 
the blowout—it didn t look that bad And I stupidly made the 
comment It doesn t look very bad to me And of course the 
next day it came ashore and became very bad indeed There was 
even talk about an effort to recall me I think the Union Oil 
Company did a pretty good job of cleaning it up and so on and a lot 
of procedures were put into effect Of course it was on a federal 
oil platform wasn t a state one so that helped some And there 
were changes made m the law and that helped But that increased 
of course the anti oil movement m earnest in Santa Barbara Not 
so much m Ventura even then but certainly m Santa Barbara And 
that was a new political dynamic that really affected what happened 


from then on 
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I noticed that prior to 69 you earned a number of resolutions—it 
looked like—relating to oil And I was wondenng what your stance 
was really around that time 

Well my stance—as I think we said before—-was pretty much pro 
oil development In fact I had one resolution that I think I 
introduced very early on It called for a joint exploration between 
the Feds and the state and I thought that made sense And an 
interesting thing is that the fellow who proposed that to me and 
who helped me work it out was a guy who had worked for Senator 
Jim McBride and he came to work for us m the campaign So yes 
there was a definite change there 
In your opinion you mean about how you felt 9 
Yes 

Here s one resolution We re looking at a list That s 67 
This is 67 9 
Oh OK 

This was two years before 
Right That s why I was curious 
Yes 

And here s another one Sixty eight at the top 

Yes this one actually makes me look pretty good because it takes 
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into consideration the natural beauty and the shoreline and so forth 

Well that s why I was curious as to And here s one from 69 

OK Let s see this one here Wow 1 That s pretty good This one's 

a really good one isn't it 9 

The second one 9 

The cleanup one 9 Yes 

And here s another one 

It s amazing how you forget things 

So the first one for the record were referring to is 1967 Resolution 
Chapter 32 1 regarding offshore oil drilling And then the second 
was Resolution Chapter 128 in 1968 2 And then the one you re 
holding now is from 69 

But I don t remember if this one was before or after the oil spill It 

makes sense either way At that time 

Well here s another one from that same period 

This one calls for Congress to provide for the transfer of inspection 

and regulation to the state 3 which was much better in those days 

than the federal but I don't remember if that was before or after the 


1 S JR 6 Reg Sess 1967 Cal Stat Res Ch 32 

2 S J R 4 Reg Sess 1968 Cal Stat Res Ch 128 

3 S JR 9 Reg Sess 1969 Cal Stat Res Ch 179 
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spill 

My there s another good one here in 69 This one about 
tanker spills 1 To commence international negotiation with respect 
to control oil discharges from tankers and specified which 
really was a bigger problem than oil spills from oil drilling at that 
point because they re all over 

And here s another one that s from 70 2 I m just curious as to 
Well this is along the same lines a moratorium on oil and gas 
drilling Well the state lands commission did a moratorium on 
state lands and this endorsed that and also memorialized Congress 
and so on to allow California to control and apply stricter 
regulations which is like the other one that I introduced earlier but 
also memorialized the government to halt oil and gas drilling 
permanently on federal leases in the Santa Barbara Channel 
And then finally I see there s a bill that you earned in 71 that 
requires the Resources Agency to contract for study of oil leaks m 
Santa Barbara Channel as specified Appropriates $50 000 from 
the California Environmental Protection Program Fund for the 


1 S JR 28 Reg Sess 1969 Cal Stat Res Ch 265 

2 S JR 2 Reg Sess 1970 Cal Stat Ch 29 
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purposes of the act 1 

Oh yes to study the natural oil leaks 

That s what that is 9 

Yes right 

Well I'm curious with these resolutions How much impact did 

they really do 9 They don t do much do they 9 

Up to Congress They ignore most of them I think 

And do you remember why you were carrying those in the first 

place 9 

Well because I thought they were the right things for Congress to 
do and I hoped they d have some effect And also to let people 
know what I thought about those issues That s all you can do at the 
state level with regard to the federal issues 
Right because this is a federal project 9 
Yes yes That s all you can do All we can do is ask them to do 
something We can't do it" ourselves But the one about the oil 
leak study that was in state water so we could do something about 
that Wed study what was going on and they did do the study but 
the problem was that it would cost so much to install the equipment 
to catch the oil that it wouldn t have been effective And m the 


1 S B 58 Reg Sess 1971 Cal Stat Ch 522 
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meantime it decreased One of the things they proposed which was 
just politically infeasible was to dnll You know to take the oil 
out so it wouldn t be there to leak anymore But that just was not 
going to go anywhere 

When the actual oil spill occurred which was in January of'69 1 1 
believe 

The oil well blowout right 

That happened in January of '69 And then you said you made this 

comment that I take it the media picked up on 9 

Yes 

And so what did you do in response to all that? 

Probably some of those resolutions for one thing [Laughter] 
Although a lot of those were before 69 

Yes but some weren t Some were after Well obviously I said 
that it was bad when it came to shore It didn t look like it was 
going to for a long time but it did Then there was the problem of 
cleaning it up Of course I supported those activities And then 
the stuff about stopping the oil drilling out there 
On a personal level how did this event change if it did your 
perspective on oil drilling offshore 7 


1 The oil spill occurred on January 28 1969 
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[End Tape 4 Side A] 


Well it pretty much convinced me drilling wasn t going to happen 
anymore at least [not] without stricter standards I remember in 
69 President Nixon came to Santa Barbara and we took him down 
to the shoreline I have a picture somewhere—I don t know where 
it is now—of him and the mayor [Jerry Firestone] 

It s in your office here 9 

[Laughter] I don t know where it is Someplace 
I saw another picture of Nixon over by your desk 
[Interruption] 

He says Where s the oil 9 Because by then—only a few days 
later—the sand had covered it up so it wasn t apparent And I said 
Well it's under the sand And he s standing there and I look back 
and here comes a wave 1 And I grabbed him to pull him and soon as 
I did that I thought Oh my God 111 probably get shot by the 
[Umted States] Secret Service for grabbing ahold of the president 
of the United States 
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[Begin Tape 5 Side A] 

YATES Hello again it's nice to see you I guess it s been three weeks since 

we met last time What I wanted to do today was to go back to a 
few topics that we talked about last time I checked up on some 
information and wanted to run it by you One was you were 
talking about when you first ran for the state senate and that you 
met Richard Nixon And you were talking about We were 
trying to remember who was running against him m the primary 
And I think it was Joseph Shell 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes There may have been others but I think Joe Shell was one 
YATES Because there were others but he seemed to have the most number 

of votes after Nixon And do you remember anything about that m 
particular‘s hi terms of running for the primary on 
R LAGOMARSINO You mean his race's 
YATES Yes yes 

R LAGOMARSINO It is hard to remember except Well from a personal 

standpoint we met Nixon several times One time he came to 
Ventura I guess he amved at the Oxnard Airport and his county 
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chairman Robert Nesen who later became an assistant secretary of 
the navy and ambassador to Australia a Cadillac dealer was there 
to meet him at the airport as we were And Nixon said 111 nde in 
Bob s Chevy" [Laughter] so he rode with us Another time we 
were waiting for him someplace—111 never forget this and 111 
never do it again—and he was late And they asked me to fill in 
That went for like an hour that I won t again [Laughter] 

Now was this during when he was running for 
When he was running for governor 
Governor 9 OK 

Yes And I don t know whether it was during the primary or after 

the primary but probably after the primary 

Because I remember you said when you first met him it would 

have been before the primary 

Oh yes Yes When I first met him I was 

It was when you were running 

Let s see yes when was it 9 The election was m 

It was October of 61 

October so this is probably June [or] July of 61 
OK Well anyway I didn't look that up 

So it was before the primary I m pretty sure he hadn t announced 
for governor but it was pretty plain he was going to 
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Now I don t know if you had a chance to We had talked about 
your 66 campaign about how you met J J Hollister Did you get a 
chance to I can ask your wife about that 
You can ask but 111 tell you what I recall and then you can erase it 
if it s wrong but I don t think so [Laughter] I think that the way 
we met J J Hollister was through some people that we knew up in 
the Sierras Sam and Janet Davis Anyway they owned a pack 
station at Cedar Grove in Kings Canyon National Park It s a long 
long story but we used to take pack trips out of there As a matter 
of fact I did it—I was the packer in charge of all the mules and 
horses and all that stuff We did that several times Nonna and I I 
had done it many times before that but Norma and I did it several 
times 

Sam hurt his back somehow and had to sell the pack 
station—couldn t nde a horse anymore [He] moved to Santa 
Barbara and became a business manager at Cate School—a pnvate 
school in Carpentena And my recollection is he knew the 
Hollisters somehow and that’s how we got to know them 
That s nght because you said you didn t know his father 
I had not known him before No I didn t know the father at all 
Never met him either He died the same year that McBride died 


YATES 


There was also 
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He died after I was elected 

Actually I think it was like November of that year so it was right 
after 

Yes I think it was right after I was elected because I never did 
meet him even after I was in the senate 
I believe it was that fall 1 

Anyway just to complete the thing we haven t seen him for a long 
time I kick myself for not trying to look him up Janet Davis was 
a Vassar [College] graduate and he went to some Ivy League 
college I ve forgotten now—she 11 remember—Harvard or 
something like that And they decided that they were going to 
move out here and run a pack station And she raised her kids 
there 

[Interruption] 

Anyway for instance when she’d have to take a horse out or 
something or pack some stuff in and nobody was around there 
she d put one of the kids in a pack box on one of the sides of the 
mules and take off She looked like and talked like Katherine 
Hepburn I mean these are really classy folk Anyway he told me 
later after he moved down here that I was the only nonprofessional 
that he ever allowed to take stock horses and mules out without a 


1 He died November 23 1961 
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packer Im very proud of that Anyway I think that s how we met 
them 

Now one other thing when you were talking about carrying 
legislation m the Judiciary Committee and dealing with Phil 
Burton 
Right 

on that specific story I didn't have the information as to who 
was chair or vice chair at the time So I looked that up and 
Was it Gordon [H ] Winton [Jr p 
Yes it was And then 
But I had nothing to do with him really 
And actually Tony Beilenson was the vice chair 
Was he 9 

Yes I looked up in 63 Does that sound 

Yes probably It might have been Could have been 

But for some reason you said Burton was handling things and not 

the chair or vice chair 

Whether he did all the time or not I don t know but he certainly 
did that day And whether it was because he was ranking or just 
because that was his nature I don t know 
OK 

I think probably just his nature That s what he did—he ran 
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everything that he could 

[Laughter] Well a tie in to that was that I noticed in the assembly 
there was a Criminal Procedures Committee and a Judiciary 
Committee Now what was the difference between the two 9 
Well the Criminal Procedures Committee handled anything to do 
with the criminal law You know crimes and other things related 
Right hence the name 

The Judiciary Committee handled everything relating to civil law 

In the senate it was all one committee just as it is m the U S 

Senate and the House of Representatives just one committee They 

have subcommittees that do different things 

That was my question then So the assembly had two committees 9 

Yes 

OK 

Like m the senate we had the Finance Committee 
Right 

The House had the Ways and Means Committee and they had the 
Revenue and Taxation [Committee] Later the senate created a 
Revenue and Taxation Committee but I don t believe it was there 
all the time that I was there I served on it for a while 
Right you were on Finance 


R LAGOMARSINO Yes and also on Rev and Tax 
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Oh OK Another topic I wanted to follow up on you mentioned 
that during the time that you were in the senate that the senate saw 
it as their duty to protect the people against the assembly—I think 
those were the words you used—and that the struggle was really 
between the assembly and the senate and not between the 
Democrats and the Republicans 

Well Iwouldntsay Not not But there was that struggle 
And I think that probably has changed a lot now but in those days 
it was And it was sort of a struggle of the Well how do 
you want to put it? Well of the senate which was the old system 
against the new system if you want to put it in those terms 
I was wondenng if you d expand on that and why you think it was 
that way? 

Oh I think it was that way just because the very nature of the 
senate was that senators except for the one from Los Angeles and I 
guess San Francisco and perhaps San Diego mostly represented 
very rural areas and so they were kind of rural people For 
example I can t imagine very many assemblymen who would stand 
up on the floor and say I ve got two things to say about this bill 
Good author bad bill and win the argument We talked about the 
book Joe Beek wrote and he explains it pretty well in there I think 
about the difference between the senate and the assembly 
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Now are you thinking—when you talk about this—before the full 
time legislature went into effect 7 Before 66 9 
Yes 
OK 

Pretty much It was still there to some extent but basically before 
OK because 

Although I don t remember if I talked about the incident where 
Senator George Miller chewed out Senator Jack Schrade because he 
didn t go along with a strategy against the assembly 
No no you didn t talk about that 

And that was after obviously—that's the reason I mentioned 

it—because there was more than one senator from San Diego at that 

point 

Well tell me about that 

I don t remember what the issue was but Miller got a lot of 
Republicans to vote for something that they ordinarily wouldn t I 
don t even remember what it was It was a move against the 
assembly or to offset what they were doing or something or some 
kind of a bargaining position I can t tell you what he told Schrade 
[Laughter] but it was very colorful 
Was this in a committee or 
No no it was on the floor 
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Oh oh 

and people in the gallery I m sure could hear it because he didnt 
speak softly at all ever Senator Miller was the chairman of the 
Finance Committee—and he was a member of the Governmental 
Efficiency Committee which we did talk about But one time he 
was presiding at the senate Finance Committee and an 
assemblyman presenting a bill said to him—m response to some 
ruling I mean—"That s not fair senator " And he got out the rule 
book and went like this Show me m here where it says I got to be 
fair 
Right 
Yes 

Sounds like a tough guy 

He was a tough guy yes You didn t want him mad at you if you 
could help it He kind of liked us I don t know why but he did 
Us you mean you and 
And Norma 
Norma OK 
Yes she was a part of it 

Well one other thing too that I wanted to follow up on was we 
talked about your spearheading support for Don Grunsky 
Right 
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for pro tem We were having a hard time kind of placing dates 
because the information I had which I d gotten out of the 
[California] Blue Book or something the numbers of Republicans 
and Democrats didn t seem to match But then I saw something and 
it said that in August of'67 due to a special election the 
membership of the senate was twenty Republicans and twenty 
Democrats So does that follow more what you were thinking 7 
I think it was 

Because you said it was earlier than I 

I thought it was later than that because when Senator Marks was 

elected 

Oh right 

he made the twenty first So it was whenever he was elected to 
the Senate 

OK and I forgot to check that 
It was shortly after that Yes 

Because I actually have that Hugh Burns was still president pro tem 
in '68 and then Howard Way of course went in m 69 But you 
remembered this before then right 7 
Right just before then 
OK 

But the ironic thing was that I remember when Marks voted for 
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Bums someone m the gallery yelled out We spend $500 000 for 
that 19 You know to take control of the senate and then he 
immediately goes the other way I remember one time we were 
having a dinner—I forget which committee it was it was probably 
Judiciary—and his wife [Carolene Marks] says You know I have 
a hard time explaining to my children the difference between 
Republicans and Democrats [Laughter] I can see why in their 
case because he became a Democrat in fact 
Now you re talking about Milton Marks 9 
I m talking about Milton Marks 

Now this person who made this comment from the gallery was 
that a lobbyist 9 
I don t know 
OK 

I don t know Probably I don t know 
That would 

Or it could have been just a party activist or something 
Right [Laughter] Well last time when we finished up we were 
talking about when Richard Nixon President Nixon visited Santa 
Barbara during the time of the oil spill 
Sixty nine 

I think we had a few interruptions and I thought maybe we could 
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start by your repeating or telling me that story again of when he 
visited 

Well he came to I ve got a picture here someplace did I show 
you 9 

Yes we found it It was by your desk 

Anyway he came there and he was taken down to the ocean there 
in the harbor between the pier and the breakwater And he looked 
down and he said I don t see any oil And then somebody 
says—it might have been me— It s under the sand it s been 
covered up So it didn t look like a big deal at all right there 
anyway 

And about that time I looked back and I saw a wave breaking 
in running in and I reached out and grabbed him and pulled him 
back so his feet wouldn t get wet And as soon as I touched him I 
thought Ooh [Laughter] Im going to get shot You re not 
supposed to put your hands on the president of the United States 
I imagine there were Secret Service around 
Oh yes 

Now what meaning did it mean to have him there in terms of 
anything actually happening relating to dealing with the oil spill 9 
I guess as I recall he just came to see what it looked like and Im 
sure to see what might be done about it 
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So was it more than symbolic then his visiting 7 
I imagine so sure I m sure he went back and talked to other people 
in Washington and so on 

Because as we discussed it was a federal The running of the 
Yes it was a federal platform 

Well I wanted to come back to discussing your committee 
assignments We discussed Institutions and Governmental 
Efficiency among others and 
Did we do Fish and Game 7 
We talked [some] about Fish and Game 

I was on Fish and Game I don't think I was ever the chairman of 
Fish and Game but I was the chairman of Natural Resources 
which included Fish and Game at that time 
OK 

In fact—I don t know if I told you this story—I was the chairman of 
Natural Resources which had Fish and Game and Water 
Resources You know big time And then after I voted wrong m 
the Schrade election when he was elected they took water away 
from me I literally had my water cut off 
Now that s because you didn t vote for Schrade 7 
Yes I think so But it was no big deal In fact it was a gift 
because water is very very contentious a very tough tough issue 
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And there are plenty of other things to do in Natural Resources 
besides that 

Well actually you led right into what I wanted to ask you about 
Because I think you said it was a painful part of the committee 
anyway 
Yes 

And maybe you could expand or think of an example of what you d 
had to deal with in terms of water resources 
It s hard thinking of an example but I think just the general north 
south fight over water was going on then and still is 
So the water plan—what we think of as the Pat Brown water 
plan—that was all 
That was pretty well 
laid after that? 

Yes No no it was before that 
OK 

Pat Brown was gone before any of this happened 

But that s what I mean what we equate with him from the early 

sixties You re on this committee later after that 

Yes right 

Talk a little bit about Natural Resources What do you remember 


about it? 
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that I had forgotten about until you asked that I had a very 
very active and somewhat controversial consultant on the 
committee named Bill Keir I don’t know if he's still around or not 
One of these people that you knew [Laughter] that once in a while 
he was going to get you in trouble because [he was] so active m 
suggesting things putting ideas in your mind and your head and so 
on 

But by the same token if you could keep him under some 
kind of control [he was] very valuable because he did have lots of 
good ideas very progressive very thoughtful things One of the 
things that we did I introduced and had passed the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers [Act] legislation of California 1 Maybe one of the 
first in the country Im not sure I think so I remember another 
time another bill—I couldn t tell you the year or the number of the 
bill—but a bill passed the assembly outlawing hunting for mountain 
lions And I thought if this ever gets to the floor it s going to pass 
like crazy but I don t think it s a good idea for a couple of reasons 
One is—and it's turned out to be true—that if you stop hunting 
mountain lions it's going to become a safety problem as it has 
And so I suggested a compromise OK how about you cant shoot 


1 PL 90 542 as amended 16USC 1271 1287 
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them but you can hunt them and have your dogs tree them and so 
forth And that became law but it didn t last long of course till it 
was outlawed in the Well I guess they changed the law 
actually but then it was also an initiative that did that 
Now what difference would it make if you tree them versus shoot 
them 9 

Well then you don't shoot them then Unless they attack you of 
course 

So the idea that if they become endangered obviously I 
understand what you re saying because now we re experiencing 
with population growth we ve had some attacks of mountain lions 
There are probably more mountain lions now than there were when 
they outlawed [hunting] them You know there are a lot of other 
things that could have been done obviously as I 
To protect 9 

Yes to protect them but not completely take the fear of man away 
from them that s the scary thing And one would be to Like 
they do with deer They set up zones and allow so many deer to be 
taken m each zone and you apply and have to get a permit You 
could do that Of course it would be obviously far fewer than you 
would for deer but something like that 
So you wouldn t get nd of the population but you d maintain it 


YATES 
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Maintain it yes 

You were also on the Rules Committee 
Right 

which you started to talk about last time Maybe you could talk 
about your experiences on the Rules Committee 9 
That was really probably the highlight of my experience m the 
senate because there were five members of the Rules Committee It 
was always—at least the whole time I was there—two Republicans 
and three Democrats And I guess during the time the Republicans 
were in charge it was three and two the other way And the Rules 
Committee assigned all of the bills to committee They d come 
there and they d be assigned The rules of the senate provided 
where bills should go but the Rules Committee could really do 
whatever they wanted to and sometimes did Like I told you about 
the Governmental Efficiency Committee that was a pretty good 
example And of course the president pro tern was the chairman 
of the Rules Committee One rule was that if you re a member of 
the Rules Committee you cannot be a chairman of a committee 
Oh 

And also the Rules Committee assigned all of the members to 
committees which gave it a lot of power really A lot of power 
And obviously you got to know the members of that committee 
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very very well—only five—so that was fun 
Now you did talk a little bit about Jim Mills as president pro tem 
And when you went on m 71 I guess by then he was 
I believe if I m not mistaken he was the only pro tem I served 
under on the Rules Committee 

Right right he became president pro tem in 71 So talk a little bit 
about how he was as chair of the Rules Committee 
I thought he was very fair I don't remember him ever playing 
games or doing something strictly for partisan purposes insofar as 
the function of the Rules Committee was concerned And I 
remember one time—and I wish I could remember what the issue 
was but I can t—he came to me and alerted me to something that 
was going on that he didn t think was quite right Something that 
really he thought unfairly affected Republicans 
I think you mentioned that last time right 
Yes So that gave him very high marks in my book whatever it 
was But it was something fairly major 

So you didn t feel that he wielded any power one way or another m 
the Rules Committee 9 

Well he was—and I guess still is—what I'd call a liberal Democrat 
but he was very fair As I recall I can t think of a single instance 
where he bent the rules or did something that couldnt be justified 
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[You] might not agree with it but it was you know according to 
the mles 

Well was there anything that you can remember specifically that 
went through the Rules Committee that was particularly tough or 
controversial 9 

Well everything did but I cant Well 111 tell you the most 
controversial one was the Equal Rights Amendment 
Oh Well talk about that 

Yes and that was actually assigned to the Rules Committee or we 
assigned it to ourselves I guess 

1 didn t realize you could do that 

Now that might have been an exception to what I was just saying I 
don t know You can argue there are a lot of places where that 
could have gone It could have gone to I suppose the Judiciary 
Committee it could have gone to the Governmental Efficiency 
Committee maybe many others And maybe the idea of keeping it 
in Rules Committee was just that that otherwise you d have to 
perhaps assign it to a whole bunch of different committees 
sequentially Now he probably—you d have to ask him—thought 
that if it went to Rules Committee it would be a snap at least a 3 to 

2 vote But what he didn t realize was that one of the Democrats on 


the committee didn t like it at all and voted against it And I voted 
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against it And I guess Let s see the Democrats were Jim Mills 
and [Joseph M ] Joe Kenmck and [Stephen P ] Steve Teale The 
Republicans were [Robert S ] Bob Stevens and me So I guess 
Stevens voted against it too because it failed on a 3 to 2 vote 
Wait who was the Democrat who voted against it 9 
Teale 

Teale did And why did you vote against it 9 
Didn t think it made sense And I still think that there are things 
that Well for instance the draft at that time The military 
in general Abortion was another one But those were the two that 
really bothered me about it 

So from your philosophical standpoint you didn t agree with those 9 
Yes although I would have voted the same way I was very 
surprised when the no s earned 

So you think that Jim Mills at least expected Steve Teale 
Oh I m sure he did Yes I m sure he did 
And do you know why he voted against it 9 

No I mean I m sure he told me but I ve forgotten now I bet Mills 
could tell you 

Well anything else that you can think about the Rules Committee 
that stands out to you 9 Because I know that s a very powerful 


committee 
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Well of course we were the ones who ruled on gubernatorial 
appointments—or at least yea or nay to go to the floor I don t 
remember any big fights about that though but there must have 
been 

Now that reminded me 

Because this was all during Reagan s administration 

How effective was Jim Mills as president pro tern in working with 

the assembly and with the governor s office 7 

You know this is probably more of an impression than a fact but 

my impression is probably not as effective as Bums had been 

Why do you think that 1 s 7 

I think probably a lot of it was philosophical that Bums probably 
agreed more with Reagan than Mills did Or with the Reagan 
administration 

Well one thing that pops to mind of course is at least when you 
read things you think of Bums being more friendly with lobbyists 
Yes true That is true 

And now what about Jim Mills 7 How did that relationship exist 7 
Or what did it consist of 7 

It was far different And you know I don t know I m sure he 

was friendly with some lobbyists but not the same group You 
know not the race horse people the liquor people the Some 
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like that I think his people were probably more the umons and 
people of that kind 

Oh I know what I was thinking of You talked about the 
Governmental Efficiency Committee and how the pro tern used that 
committee to kills bills basically I think 
Yes 

is how you described it Now dunng Jim Mills 
Or at least to be very on top of them 
OK Now how did Jim Mills use that committee 9 
I was off of it of course by then so I think he used it just like 

any other committee at that point I don t think it was even thought 
of as the And by then we also had the Committees 
couldn t meet m private and instituted proxy voting so that changed 
it lot too 

Is that the Brown Act you re talking about 9 

Well the Brown Act didnt really 

That s earlier isn t it 9 

Yes the Brown Act applies to 

Public hearings 9 

Well but local government 

Oh oh OK Im sorry 

But that same thing—changing the rules of the house of the senate 
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So what did you think of that change? 

Well there are pluses and minuses to it I don't like proxy voting 
because people don t know what they're voting on And if you give 
a proxy to somebody And sometimes they will—there s at least 
the chance—vote the wrong way maybe even against your 
instruction So I think it s a very dangerous thing 

But on the other hand—especially in a place like Sacramento 
where everybody belongs to many different committees and they're 
very busy running around trying to be on the floor being here 
being there—it s very difficult to get a quorum of people to vote for 
your bill even if they might be for it You know the House of 
Representatives did away with proxy voting too and they have 
stayed with that pretty well There s been some pressure to change 
it back but they haven t done it yet 

But in terms of their being more up front about the activities of the 
committee—I m thinking again about Governmental Efficiency 
It s hard to argue against that but you know having been there 
during both things I m not so sure the result is necessarily better 
just because it s public It s certainly better for large public interest 
groups to have it out in the open It s not necessarily the best for 
the people but it s best for them because they can observe what s 
going on and know who voted how and what Although if votes 
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are recorded it doesnt make much difference anyway 
Because you can find out one way or the other? 

Yes 

Well I don t know if [there are] any other committees in particular 
you want to focus on I did notice that you were on the Jomt 
Committee for the Legislative Budget Does that stand out to you 
in any way dealing with the budget? 

Well that s sort of an extension of what we did in the Finance 
Committee I can't remember how many times but more than once 
I think I was on the conference committee on the budget There 
were only three people from each house on that and that was pretty 
heavy duty too I was also on the Revenue and Taxation 
Committee and I was put on that committee to try to get the 
governor s tax reform bill passed 
Oh OK 

Property tax reform bill 

I see Revenue and Taxation was in 70 

Yes 

OK talk about that a little bit 

Well Revenue and Taxation Committee was of course exactly as 
the name implies It was one of the committees that considered 
bills related to taxation—well primarily taxation Those bills 
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would also have to go to the Finance Committee A year or so 
before Proposition 13 1 became law President Reagan had a bill 
introduced to do essentially the same thing to limit property taxes 
When he was governor you mean 9 
Yes 

Right And that was around 70 wasn't it 9 
Yes 

It was like Prop l 2 or something I d have to check 
Well he had a proposition too 
But you re talking about something different then 9 
I think I m talking about legislation before that 
Got you OK 

I think the sequence is we had the legislation—it didn t pass Then 
he got something put on the ballot—that didn t pass 

Anyway the legislation was introduced in the assembly by 
Assemblyman [William T ] Bill Bagley of Mann County A very 
very sharp individual very good guy And I was again the chief 
senate co sponsor lead co sponsor Co author we call them And 
anyway Bill made a pact or had an agreement with the speaker of 
the assembly who was Bob Moretti at that time 


1 Proposition 13 (June 1978) tax limitation 

2 Proposition 1 (November 1973) tax and expenditure limitations 
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It passed the assembly and came to the senate We got it out 
of the committees to which it was referred and it came to the floor 
and I remember Bill Bagley saying Bob don t worry no major 
bill has ever failed by one vote But this one did one vote And 
there was at least one Republican who voted against it And I 
remember Clark [L ] Bradley from San Jose I remember I was in 
the office with Governor Reagan talking about that when he called 
Clark Bradley on the telephone and tried to convmce him to vote 
for it And it s as mad as I ever saw him get He threw his glasses 
down on the desk and said Damn it Clark you have got to vote 
for this 1 But he never did 
Do you know why he was against the bill 7 
Oh I don't know just stubborn No s were easy for him 
[Laughter] 

Now at this point this—just for clarification—legislation you were 
carrying had to do with taxes 7 
Yes it was property taxes 

So is this the property tax reform bill that you were mentioning to 
me earlier 7 
Yes right 
Off tape 7 

But it was basically property taxes and essentially what 
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Proposition 13 did although I think it was probably not quite as 

drastic 

As Prop 13 7 

Yes 

So it was that same kind of philosophy 9 
Oh definitely Yes very much so 
Oriented towards homeowners 9 

Right Well homeowners all real property We failed—as I 

recall—by one vote and there were some really Well it s too 

long a story to tell but the 

Oh go ahead go ahead 

Really 9 

Yes go ahead 

OK Norma and I—but she was the one who did it—took in a girl 
to live with us who was having a very difficult time at home Late 
teenager but just barely Norma got her to graduate out of high 
school barely And she lived with us She was a very sweet girl 
but very naive very kind of spacey 

We took her to Sacramento one time while all this is going on 
and there's all this talk going on And one of the Democrats that we 
thought we could get to vote for the bill was Senator Tom [C ] 
Carrell from the San Fernando Valley Good guy I forget what 
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committee he was chair of but anyway he was a good guy and we 
were pretty sure that he d vote for it but he was sick They thought 
they might have to bring him back in a wheelchair or something 
So we were at dinner one night and all these people were talking 
about Tom Carrell Tom Carrell and she pipes up and says ' Tom 
Carol Bob and Alice [Laughter] And they all thought she was 
trying to be funny She just thought that was what went with it 
Right Oh dear [Laughter] 

Anyway I think Tom Carrell did vote for it Milton Marks was on 
a cruise someplace We brought him back and he cast the vital 
thirteenth vote or something [Laughter] He was really mad 
So what do you remember about what was controversial about the 
bill at that time 9 

Oh well of course the cities and the counties were all opposed to 
it because they wanted to keep the property taxes and And I 
think a lot of it was partisan—-just philosophy about taxes You 
know the usual rhetoric that you re just helping the rich people that 
kind of thing 

Now how did you end up carrying or being a co author on this 9 

I earned a lot of legislation for Reagan 

Oh did you 9 So how was that initiated 9 What happened 9 


R LAGOMARSINO I ve forgotten exactly how it was developed but his people m the 
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Department of Finance and others worked on it Then Bill Bagley 
like I say introduced it m the assembly And I remember—I think 
it was this bill—one time the governor s people asked me to go 
down to the governor s office and talk him into agreeing with 
assembly speaker Bob Moretti on something And I think it was 
this bill—they probably changed it some And I remember saying 
to him You know governor if you and Moretti agree on this it s 
true it 11 make Moretti look good no question about it Make you 
look good too But it'll make Moretti look good But on the other 
hand if we don t do this people are demanding I mean they 
were Well you saw what happened with 13 The people are 
demanding it and if you don t do it we re all going to look bad 
And he did I guess that argument prevailed I remember using a 
similar one with him when he was president about El Salvador 
Well Im interested because I think one of the things that I ve read 
about the relationship of the governor—Pat Brown too but 
particularly Ronald Reagan of course—m that first term was that he 
sort of didn t have a favorable eye towards the assembly and the 
senate and that he wasn t very effective at working with them but 
Yes 

what you re saying 


R LAGOMARSINO But I think he got there And there were people who didn't agree 
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with him but who really liked him One of them was Senator [J 
Eugene] Gene McAteer of San Francisco real big good looking 
guy who would have undoubtedly been mayor That was his 
ambition to be mayor of San Francisco And probably more than 
that if he wanted to 

We were m Santa Barbara at an event Reagan was the guest 
of honor and one of his staff people came up to us—we were 
standing there—and said We just heard Senator Gene McAteer 
died of a heart attack And he says The governor doesn t know it 
yet I m going to tell him So we were watching when he told him 
and we knew what he told him of course Reagan looked like 
somebody had hit him m the stomach [pop sound] I mean he was 
really You know even though they disagreed and everything I 
think there was a lot of mutual respect And that was certainly true 
with Hugh Bums too and others 

YATES You mean m terms of their relationship with Reagan 9 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes And more so than probably with the people 
[End Tape 5 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 5 Side B] 

YATES You were talking about Reagan developing relationships with the 

leaders of the senate and the assembly 

R LAGOMARSINO For example as far as I know during the time I was there—it was 
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just up until shortly before Reagan went up—governors 
traditionally did not go above the first floor of the capitol building 
They just didn t Governor Reagan went above the first floor no 
more than three times Once was to talk about the budget with 
Senator [Randolph] Randy Collier who was the chairman of the 
Finance Committee and again a good friend of mine Ive 
forgotten what the second one was probably to see the pro 
tern—I ve just guessed I don t know that But the third time was to 
come to my birthday party which was kind of fun [Laughter] 

So that was unusual 7 

Yes very unusual What was kind of fun or kind of interesting 
about it was I wasn t there for most of the time he was there I was 
running all over the capitol building presenting bills and hearings 
and 

For your birthday party you re talking about 7 

Yes But I did get there before he left 

Well when did you first meet Ronald Reagan 7 

I think I first met him Boy what year was it 7 I was a state 

senator so it had to be somewhere between 61 and 66 He was m 

Ventura County giving a speech and I introduced him to the crowd 

That was the first time I met him So it must have been 64 


because that s when he first really got interested in politics was 
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during the Goldwater campaign 
Seriously? 

Yes probably it was 64 

You mentioned carrying or being a co author on this tax reform 
bill Now what do you remember about exactly how that came 
about m terms of your carrying it? 

I think it was probably Bill Bagley s suggestion 
OK But then how did the governor get involved m this? 

Well they were involved in the whole thing I mean very much so 
They were really very active on this 
So in terms of initiation of the bill then you think it was Bill 
Bagley or was it the governor? 

No I think it was the governor 
OK 

I am sure Bagley had something to say about it but I think it was 
primarily an administration 

So the governor would approach one of you and say I want you to 
carry this bill? 

Yes or somebody on his behalf 
Right His staff 
Yes right 

OK Well how typical was that of Reagan to do that? 
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No that was fairly typical They would have somebody to do that 
I was going to ask you this later but as long as we re talking about 
Governor Reagan maybe you could take a minute to talk about the 
differences and/or similarities as leaders of Reagan and Pat Brown 
since you were there I know more for Reagan but 
Well of course I didn t have that much to do with Pat Brown I 
wasnt in any of the leadership positions or in any occasion to meet 
with him As a matter of fact he came down here and campaigned 
against me twice which you know is fine The only thing—not to 
do with leadership but—I remember at his inauguration Let s 

see which would this be now 9 See it must have been 62 or 63 
He had a big 

It was probably January of 63 

Yes again big inaugural event and you had to wear tails and 
everything It was really hilarious seeing some of these 
guys—including me—trying to put these things together 
[Laughter] and put them on So really here s the party of the 
people they re having this super aristocratic event 
So you don t have any impressions or thoughts about his 
leadership 9 


R LAGOMARSINO No but I remember some of the people m the senate They 

liked him but I dont think they had a real high opinion of him 
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And I remember one of them saying one time Well we don t pay 
much attention to what the governor says Governors come and 
go—they're down there in that comer office—but we re up here and 
we stay a long time 

But that sounds like a general attitude about the governor in 
general right 9 

Yes right Yes it wasntjust him 

Well maybe you could talk a little more about Ronald Reagan and 
what you saw as his leadership abilities 9 

I think his leadership abilities were based Well several things 
One was an ability to pick really good people 
For his staff you re talking about 9 

For his staff and department heads and things of that kind I mean 
he obviously—freely I guess—would admit he didn t know that 
much about the inner workings of the state government And who 
would unless they were there or had been brought up in it 9 But he 
did have a good feelmg for people and for what they could do and 
for loyalty And both ways I mean people were very loyal to him 
and he was very loyal to people for Another story Maybe 
Norma told you about Kathy Davis 
I don t think so 


R LAGOMARSINO Well Kathy Davis worked for Spencer and Roberts who ran my 
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senate campaign She was assigned as a campaign secretary in my 
race in 1961 And then—and I guess probably because of her 
performance there or at least that figured into it—she was picked 
by Spencer and Roberts to help run the Reagan campaign When 
Reagan was elected and went to Sacramento—Norma knows this 
better than I do—apparently some people in the kitchen cabinet 
didn t want her to be involved I don t know why And Reagan 
reportedly said If she doesn t go I m not going And so she did 
So I mean that just sort of shows how loyal he can be 

YATES Well what do you think were some of his weaknesses as governor? 

R LAGOMARSINO I suppose the biggest weakness at least to start with was a lack of 

knowledge about what was going on about the in s and out s of 
government 

YATES Anything else that you can think of? 

R LAGOMARSINO [You might say he was politically naive For example hedidnt 

know you couldn t cut the budget across the board He didn t know 
you couldn t criticize a sacred cow like the University of 
California ] He was always very civil to everybody and treated 
everybody with respect no matter how they treated him And he 
was very friendly and would reach out and try to include 

* Mr Lagomarsmo added the preceding bracketed material during his review of 
the draft transcript 
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everybody 

OK Well back to your committees for just a minute I just want to 
make sure that we talk about the Finance Committee because that is 
a significant committee Is there anything about that particular 
committee that you think is important that we talk about 9 
I suppose except perhaps for early on maybe the Governmental 
Efficiency Committee because of the fact that it was able to kill a 
lot of bad legislation—or at least legislation that I thought was 
bad—the Finance Committee obviously was the most important 
aside Well Rules arguably but of the policy committees the 
Finance Committee obviously was the most important because 
every bill that had anything to do with funds—raising or 
spending—had to go not only to whatever policy committee might 
have jurisdiction but also to the Finance Committee 

And I remember one kind of amusing event People were 
always—m other committees—saying This bill has money in it it 
has to go to Finance I move we re refer it to the Finance 
Committee And I remember one time in the Finance Committee 
Senator Jack Schrade looks at a bill says This has money in it 
this should go to Finance 1 Somebody says Senator it s in 
Finance So are you " 

Oh dear [Laughter] 
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It was kind of embarrassing That s like the other night m 
Philadelphia we were driving with this friend of ours and he pulls 
up to the curb and asks "Can you tell me where Morton s 
Restaurant is 9 ' The guy points across the street [Laughter] Of 
course that was so obvious that the guy obviously thought we were 
kidding 

Right right [Laughter] Well I saw that most of the time that you 
were on the committee Randy Collier was chair 
Yes and then later Don Grunsky became the chair 
Right Now talk about them as Chau's What was 
About what 9 

As chair of the committee their role as chair 

Well the chairman of the committee obviously is the one who 

makes all the rulings Probably not able to be as arrogant 

What's the word 9 I was going to say 'arrogant but that s not the 

right word Authoritarian is not the right word but 

Along those lines 9 

You know what I mean Anyway not as it had been in the past 
because anybody could ask for a roll call vote So even if the 
chairman ruled the wrong way there had to be a roll call and they 
would abide by that But chairmen had a lot of influence, and there 


were some chairmen who exercised that more than others 
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Well 111 mention Rules Committee under the two different 
people that I observed I didn t serve under Hugh Bums on Rules 
but I observed how that worked as compared to Jim Mills George 
Miller was a pretty authoritative ruler of that committee I mean 
he let you know exactly what he thought I m sure [he] did some 
pre meeting lobbying if he thought it was necessary Very active 
always thinking about how to get things done that he wanted to get 
done Don Grunsky on the other hand I think was much more 
open about it Of course he had to be because he was in the 
minority Even though he was the chairman there were more 
Democrats on the committee than there were Republicans 
And then what about Collier 7 

Collier could be a little bit authoritative too but again it was 
And he had his views on things some I remember when I was 
serving on the Conference Committee and he was the chairman 
and I wanted to name a freeway here after my predecessor Senator 
Jim McBride And he didn t want to do that He didn t want to 
name freeways after anything anymore He wanted them just to 
have numbers But he did want some additional fire trucks 
someplace and finally we made a deal that OK you 11 have your 
fire trucks but they have to run on the Jim McBride freeway 
Well we never did get the freeway We did get a freeway bndge 
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over the Ventura River named after him [Laughter] 

So that was the kind of negotiating that went on 9 

Yes kind of negotiating About half kidding 

[Laughter] Well you know I was reminded too when we talked 

last time we were actually talking about the impact of the 

reapportionment [plan] and how [previous to that] there would be 

one senator of Los Angeles and thirty assemblypeople or whatever 

and they d have to work 

Oh he d have a stack of bills two feet high on desk because the 
only way any assembly bill could be passed m the senate would be 
for a senator to take it up and pass it Now once and a while 
depending on what the issue was you might find some senator who 
served on the right committee or is a friend of his or something like 
that who would to it But generally it was the senator from that 
district 

Well I was wondering—and I realize this is maybe a little late 
Well the relationship wasn t the same but what about your 
relationship with the assemblyperson who represented areas of your 
district also 9 And how did 
Good question 

you work together 9 


R LAGOMARSINO Well for a short time the assemblyman for my district was the one 
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who I defeated in the race for the senate 
A1 Wemgand 9 
No no 
Oh 

Rex Cunningham 

Oh oh Rex Cunningham of course 
Yes m the first race 

OK right Oh that must have been [Laughter] 

I can t think of very many Let s see that was 61 And I think 

he left he didn t run again m 62 So it was a very short period of 
time In fact the [session] 62 was a short session You know 
there was nothing m 61 really Then 62 was the budget session 
So I don t recall very many issues that we dealt with legislatively 
back and forth There were some One was though getting 
funding for groins along the Ventura Beach—jetties that go out to 
collect sand prevent erosion And we did work together on that 
one as I recall Then after that Burt [M ] Henson was the 
assemblyman until he was appointed to the municipal court 
Now didnt the two of you carry legislation for Ventura State 
College 9 
Yes right 


YATES 


That was 65 



210 


R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 


R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 


Exactly Yes 

What do you remember about that legislation? 

Well I remember that Well he was the mam author and I was 
the senate You know people tell me but I don t remember that 
I was obviously the senate co author but I don't know if I had a 
separate senate bill domg the same thing 
OK 

[Interruption] 

I was just looking up the Ventura State College legislation which 
was Chapter 1229 m 1965 1 But you think he was the lead author 
on that? 

Oh yes He was 
OK OK 

And if there were two bills domg the same thing Sometimes 
what they would do though is pass both of them and the later one 
would chapter out the other one but they d both have passed I 
don t think that happened here But the iromc thing is that the bill 
that they finally selected And I guess I don t know obviously 
not in that bill but through the process 

The bill s veiy general I think it just says that there will be a state 
college 


1 SB 70 1965 Reg Sess Cal Stat ch 1229 
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R LAGOMARSINO Yes it was the Camarillo State Hospital grounds because the 

hospital was still there but it would have been on the grounds 
Then later that was changed 

YATES Right and now of course there is a CSU [California State 

University] 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes now its there Right 

YATES Channel Islands I believe its called right? 1 

But I was asking about working with your assembly 
counterpart 

R LAGOMARSINO I worked I would say fairly well with Burt Henson especially on 

county things I think that during all the time that I was there with 
the exception of Rex Cunningham because not much happened but 
certainly with Burt Henson and even more so with Assemblyman 
[John Kenyon] Ken MacDonald who took his place later that 
Ventura County was probably as well represented as any 
geographical subdivision in the state because we did 
MacDonald especially had been a county supervisor and so we 
knew pretty well the county We knew all the people involved we 
knew the lobbyists for the county and the county did very well 

YATES And I'm sorry what was his party affiliation? 

1 Currently it is called California State University Northndge at Channel 

Islands 
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He was a Democrat 

OK So you typically were working with a Democratic 
Yes had to yes 
assemblyperson 9 
Right 

I mean they were Democrats because we talked about how this 
district is very close 

Yes right I think we talked about this before the distnct was 
heavily Democratic in the state senate The assembly was the same 
m those days exactly the same—Ventura County It changed later 
of course 

How did that work for you m terms of your philosophy as a 
Republican working with a Democratic assembly[member] 9 
Of course you re only talking primarily about And when I was 
talking earlier about senators handling bills obviously you wouldn t 
handle one that you didn t agree with 
Sure sure 

You might handle one that you could care less one way or the other 
it was a toss up But the ones you would handle would be the ones 
relating to say the county or city or something of that kind 
So those weren t really controversial 9 
No no 
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OK 

Some were I remember MacDonald had a bill to really close down 
the Camarillo airport and [I] didn t agree I don t think we ever got 
into a fight about it but we just never agreed on it 
I noticed one piece of legislation that you earned was related to the 
Public Employee s Retirement System 
Right 

And I saw it was actually vetoed by the governor in 70 and 71 but 
then it was signed in 72 Maybe you could talk about that for a 
minute*? 

OK I developed a fairly close relationship with some of the retired 
public employee people here in the distnet And at the time—I 
have no idea what the situation is now—there was a lag The state 
employees got a cost of living increase but they didn t get the 
whole thing I mean they didn t get an increase equivalent to what 
the increase was For example And I forget I think it was 
like—this sounds awfully high though it must not be right—that 
they would not get the first 5 percent of the increase but above that 
they would You have to check that out 
What the actual percentages were 9 

Yes In other words if the cost of living went up 12 percent theyd 


get 7 percent But that sounds 
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That sounds really high 

like an awfully big gap Yes I don t think But anyway so 
this bill would have restored that And it was going to cost millions 
more obviously—and I ve forgotten the figure now In today s 
legislative considerations it probably would be nothing but in those 
days it was in the millions of dollars so it was a big deal So 
although we passed it a couple of times by pretty good margins the 
governor vetoed it I actually tried to override the veto—didn t get 
very far And so then what we did was introduce a bill to make up 
part of it—I think it was a dollar amount rather than a 
percentage—and he did sign that 1 

So what was the difference between the dollar amount and the 
percentage 9 
I don t remember 
OK OK 

I mean it wasn t as much money but 

Right Now you also earned two pieces of legislation Idont 
know if they re related but one was m 71 it was a law creating the 
Commission for Economic Development 2 Does that nng a bell 9 
Vaguely 


1 SB 135 1972Reg Sess Cal Stat ch 1413 

2 S B 1407 1971 Reg Sess Cal Stat ch 1230 
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OK Well then the other 

I mean as I recall what it did it created a commission to propose 
ways of doing exactly that 

OK And then m 73 there was the Employment Development Act 1 
Yes which was basically a rewrite of the Department of 
Employment 
OK and what 

Or a reorganization I should say 
How did you end up carrying that 9 
Asked to by the governor 

And do you remember anything specific about that bill 
particularly 9 

No Except that we The department had been It was the 
Department of Employment—or was it Employment or 
Unemployment 9 What was it 9 I have forgotten what it was And 
then they changed it to something that didn t even make any sense 
And so this bill changed it back at least to the Department of 
Employment [Development] 

OK 

And it did a lot of other things too but that was the thing 
But it was fairly routine 


1 S B 601 1973 Reg Sess Cal Stat ch 1207 
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Yes far reaching but not very controversial 
It wasn t anything 

I mean you know it was a major bill because it did a lot and it took 

a lot of work to get it through but it's not very exciting 

Well when we were talking off tape about bills that we should 

focus on or ones that I read about and ones you thought of you 

mentioned the [California] Coastal Commission 

Right 

So talk about what eventually became the Coastal Commission 
Yes this is what eventually became Well that s the wrong way 
to put it The issue became Proposition 20 Governor—latest— 
senator assemblyman mayor [Peter B ] Pete Wilson introduced the 
bill in the assembly and I was the lead co author m the senate 
Do you remember roughly what time this was? I know dates are 
hard 

No but it was He wasn t there that long so I think it was 
probably his last term m the assembly 
OK Go ahead I m sorry 

Anyway he introduced the bill and it provided a mechanism to 
safeguard and preserve the coast of California Sort of like 
Proposition 20 except that this bill gave cities and counties a lot 
more authority than Proposition 20 does 
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The bill passed the assembly came to the senate and it was 
assigned to the senate Natural Resources Committee of which I 
was chairman at the time It failed for one vote because one 
Democrat wasn t there He didn t have a very good excuse for not 
being there but he just wasn t there Bill failed At that time as I 
mentioned before it wasn t good enough just to have a majority of 
the people there you had to have the votes of a majority of the 
committee and we did not have the majority of the committee 
without this one guy who I guess had said he would vote for if he 
was there but he was He said later that he was at his home 
accepting delivery of some horses 
Who was this 9 

James [Q ] Wedworth from Los Angeles County 
So he wasn t there 9 

He wasn t there so it failed And I think if he had been there and 
voted for it it probably would have passed I don t know I think it 
would have passed on the senate floor it would have become law 
and would have been far better than what we have now which is 
very bureaucratic and m many ways I think very stifling and 
makes some really dumb decisions Like right now the rail line 
between Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo was chopped off by a 
landslide They have to go through the whole formal procedure just 
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to put back the rocks that were already there which doesn t make 
any sense to me but anyway 

Now I know typically legislation doesn t make it through the first 
year Or I don t know if tins is the first year or not but that you 
have to 

I think it probably was the first year 
reintroduce it 

Oh yes I had a lot of those 

So what happened to it 9 Was it just not 

I don t recall it was ever reintroduced And besides about that 

time—and again we have to look this up Probably Proposition 20 

came along right on its tail 

I think Prop 20 is 1972 1 

[Interruption] 

Yes It created the [California] Coastal Zone Conservation 

Commission 

So this might have been 

Must have been just before 

Yes 

’Seventy 9 
Maybe 70 


1 SB 601 1973 Reg Sess Cal Stat ch 1207 
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OK 

Yes 

And then actually I think Prop 20 just set up something for several 
years and then another There was another proposition] that I 
think permanently established it Id have to double check 
Yes you better because that s not my recollection 
OK 

You might be right 

Well it doesn t matter anyway 

No 

The point is 

But the point is that the failure of this prompted 20 Maybe they 

would have done it anyway Probably would have 

So what happened then later is something more regulatory than 

what was envisioned earlier 7 

Yes 

Is that what you re saying 9 

Yes 

OK 

I think the primary difference as I recall—I used to know a lot 
better than I do now—was who had the say so Under ours the 
cities and counties had more say so than under the present Don t 
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have any now actually 

Well tell me during the time you were in the state senate what 
was the most difficult piece of legislation you carried'? Whether it 
passed or not 

Well probably the one that was most controversial It was a 
funny one We were at a party and this lobbyist we knew—and I ve 
forgotten his name now you know a good friend too—walked up 
to us and said "Our dog just had puppies would you like to have 
one*? 1 "Sure I guess Norma said "Yes ’ And by the time we got 
back to our car the guy I guess he went home and brought 
back this puppy a little poodle and we had that for a long time 
And one time in Ojai it disappeared And we looked and put up 
postcards and advertised and everything just Charlie Charlie 
Marvin was his name Charlie was gone couldn t find him And 
so we figured that somebody just probably had stole him so I 
introduced a dog napping bill 
[Laughter] Oh dear 

Temble Don t ever do things like that it was awful [Laughter] 
Anyway it passed the senate I didn t have any trouble getting it 
past the senate [Laughter] And then it took up and I think it 
ended up passmg I guess it became law—I ve forgotten now But 
it took up more time on the assembly floor than the budget did 
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stuff 
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So you don t know exactly what happened on the floor 9 
No 

Well you did mention 

But I suppose the most controversial bill—but it never really 
became that because we dropped it for lack of support on the floor 
got it out of the senate judiciary committee—was a bill to reinstate 
what they called the Caryl Chessman act 1 which allowed the death 
penalty to be given or awarded in cases like Caryl Chessman where 
there was not necessarily a death involved which is what happened 
to him 

I m sorry so explain what was the bill doing 9 

Well it would have allowed for the death penalty m cases of great 

bodily harm during a rape 

Oh I see what you re saying OK As m the Chessman case 
Yes as in the Chessman case 
OK 


1 Mr Lagomarsmo is referring to the Little Lindbergh Law It provided for the 
death penalty m cases involving kidnapping with bodily harm Chessman was found 
guilty under this law 



R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 


222 


Which had been a law before and then it was changed I don t 
know if that would have withstood constitutional review at the 
higher level I don t know Anyway but it never got that far It 
did get out of committee 

Let s see Well some of the bills that Phil Burton helped me 
with finally [Laughter] which we talked about 
Right 

One of those was quite controversial and it was vetoed by Pat 
Brown But later it became law—or one like it 
What was that? 

That was making it And again this was from personal 
experience Not a good idea because you re too close to it and you 
get involved Anyway there were two bills one made it a 
misdemeanor for a parent to take a child in violation of a court 
order And the second one made it a felony if the child were taken 
outside the state The mam reason for it was to be able to get 
assistance in finding them and bringing them back And this all 
came about as a result of what happened when my wife s ex 
husband kidnapped her kids and they were gone for six months 
She didn t know where they were 
Oh really? 


R LAGOMARSINO Yes 
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Oh dear 

But anyway that is the law now It was 

So this is something that you earned out of personal experienced 
Yes Well I suppose lots of legislation is one way or the other 
Well let me shift here for a minute to elections Of course m 1970 
you ran for re election 
Right 

plus the governor was running for re election 
Governor Reagan 

Right I don t know if there s anything specifically about your 
election that you want to talk about that was different from any of 
your previous elections 9 

In 70 the Democrat opponent was a man named [Russell G ] Russ 
Herron A nice enough guy I didn t know him very well but a 
pretty good guy who died not too long later Not too old either 
Were you concerned at all about running for re election 9 
Sure Oh yes because it was still a 
It was still tight 9 

It was still a Democrat district I've forgotten now what the 
margins were anything like that 

I don t have the percentages Well what did you do for that 


election 9 
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Same thing we did m all of them 

So basically going out talking to constituents 9 That kind of thing 9 
Yes 

OK What were your observations of what was going on with the 

gubernatorial race 9 

Let's see that s when 

[Reagan] ran against Jesse Unruh 

Jesse Unruh yes My recollection was that Jesse Unruh 

just—although a very important figure in politics and a guy who 

made lots of differences good or bad you can argue I guess—just 

didn t catch on with the public I mean he had the traditional 

Democrat constituencies but not much more than that 

And Reagan I think Reagan by that time had shown that he 
did have leadership abilities he did believe m things he was 
willing to fight for them he had some good ideas he obviously had 
good people working for him It just wasn t much of a contest 
really 

Although Reagan his margin of vote was not as high as it was with 
Pat Brown But I imagine a lot of that has to do with being a 
second term governor right 9 

Yes I suppose And Unruh was You know he was a master 
politician and had a lot of things But he certainly didn t have 
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the kind of charisma that I think Reagan did If Jesse Unruh had 
looked like Ronald Reagan he might have won That s not a good 
way of putting it If Unruh had looked believed and acted like 
Reagan he might have won 
Yes 

Not to knock Unruh but just to 
Yes but that image has a lot to do with it 
Yes yes I think image had a lot to do with it 
Whether that s fair or not 

Yes right whether that s fair or not And Unruh he had the 
reputation of being—and I think to some extent it was true—kind 
of a bully But he certainly was a master of the legislative process 
and had a lot of good ideas although even there a lot of people 
today wish we still didn t have a full time legislature and so on 
You can argue that I guess forever It s not going to change 
though 

Well that leads me actually to my next question which is really 
getting your observations on—you know these are sort of summary 
questions—changes m the legislature And you talked about it a 
little bit But I was wondering maybe if you can looking 
back—the whole time you were in the state senate—how did you 
see the functioning of the legislature change 9 



R LAGOMARSINO Well first it changed while I was there in I'd say in two ways 


number one of course was the United States Supreme Court 
ordered reapportionment 

YATES Right so that affected the 66 election 9 

R LAGOMARSINO No question That changed it a lot Although not maybe as much 

as I thought it would—the first shot—because most of the And 

I think this is true and not just an impression most of the people 
who were elected to the state senate in '66 were members of the 
assembly And most of them I think lost their allegiance to the 
assembly as soon as they became members of the senate Not all of 
them but most of them did So it didn t change quite as much In 
other words they understood the culture and probably liked it 
But then the thing that really changed it was when they 
started doing all these good government' things like the—which 
we talked about before—the open committee meetings the proxy 
voting things of that kind And then m the senate then with 
elections after I think politics became a bigger factor than it had 
been You know when I was elected I forget whether I was the 
tenth or eleventh Republican But most of the time unless you had 
a scorecard you wouldn t know who was who because they didn t 
act that much differently A few did but not very many But that 
all gradually changed as elections became more and more partisan 
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Not just there but all over—the U S Congress the assembly 
everyplace 

And why do you think it became more partisan 9 
Why did it 9 

Yes Why has it become that way 9 

Probably parties I think the parties became more active They 
expected more adherence to the party position or platform what 
have you The people running were different especially when you 
got into the full time legislature Before you had people who were 
lawyers doctors fanners whatever running They would go to 
Sacramento for a while and then go home and do whatever they 
did After that of course even if you wanted to do that you 
couldn t Prohibited it whether practically or legally So you just 
had different kinds of people involved 
So maybe more focused on the office 9 
Yes probably 
There s more 

Well more focused on what their vanous interest groups wanted 
rather than what the body wanted I think there was less trust m 
and reliance on the body of the senate or the assembly Especially 
the senate though 


YATES 


OK 
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The senate was you know an institution and I think there's less of 
that now I mean people who are part of the senate I m sure 
they re very glad to be in there very proud of it and all that but it 
doesn t seem to be quite the same esprit de corps—for lack of a 
better word 

Well often you hear the word ’professionalization used as a word 

descnbing the legislature after 1966 

Yes 

You got more staff What did you think about that 9 

That s a very good point and the It s true that when I first went 

to Sacramento Of course a lot of it was just population 

workload But it s true that when I first went there I had a staff of 

four or five I guess And I don t know what the staff is now it s 

probably thirty or forty 

Yes 

It probably is That makes a difference because staff tends to want 
to be involved and to—naturally—be important to make a 
difference And so staff themselves are suggesting things and 
urging actions be taken and so on I m sure that has an effect I 
don’t know youd ever be able to measure it but it does have an 
effect 111 tell you that s really true in the U S Senate because 
every senator belongs to four or five committees and I don t know 
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how many subcommittees There s no way they can know 

what s going on all the time 
YATES So they have to 

R LAGOMARSINO so they have to rely on staff yes 


[End Tape 5 Side B] 
[Begin Tape 6 Side A] 
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So we were talking about the professionalization 
Yes I think it s considered to be more of a profession than it was 
And it is more of a full time thing rather than a part time or partial 
time thing Again you can argue whether that s good or bad but 
it s different that s for sure 

Well what about the legislature s image too when you were there‘s 
I think that ties m somewhere to what we ve been talking about 
You know I haven t seen any surveys on that lately 
Well I m thinking about when you were there in the senate 
Yes I think when I was there the image was pretty good 
Constituents how did constituents respond 
Yes I think it was 
to you 9 Good 9 

You know one thing that was always interesting to me was that 
whether it was Sacramento and especially Washington was the 
amount of correspondences I received compared to others I never 
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went around and asked people but you know walk down the 
corridor and see the mail that s stacked in front of members office 
doors I always had a lot more than anybody else at least in my 
comdor 

Why is that do you think 7 

Just because of the nature of the district I guess Pretty well 
educated I suppose above average income and so on And a lot of 
interest in various issues that were going on 
Well another topic I wanted to talk a little bit more about was 
lobbyists We ve talked a little bit about that in relation to the 
president pro tern but maybe you can talk for a few minutes about 
the role of the lobbyist their influence and how it changed during 
the time you were m the state senate 

I don t know that it changed that much while I was there with 
regard to individual members With regard to the president pro 
tern we ve talked about that 
Right 

And I think it probably did change quite a bit there especially 
And maybe the appearance of it more than reality but certainly the 
appearance changed I mean I think I mentioned how some 
lobbyists had lunches and dinners—and some very regularly once 
a week—and trips and all kinds of things It just was part of the 
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deal And that of course went away—or mostly did 

As far as effectiveness of lobbyists I think it depends on a 
couple of things One is who they represent I mean with 
me—and I m sure with everybody else—there are some groups that 
you re much more interested in hearing from much more likely to 
agree with than others That s got something to do with it But 
then And I don t know the answer to this unless you just did 
away with lobbyists entirely and that s the ability of individual 
lobbyists to be friends or at least to be someone who can be 
relied on And I don t suppose that s changed very much in 
Sacramento It was the case—I m sure it still is—that a lobbyist 
above all else better tell you the truth because once he or she lied 
that s it And not only with you but probably with everybody else 
because that word gets around I think that's less so m Washington 
because there are just so many more people involved and no way of 
knowing And there s probably less personal involvement 
anyway between the member and most people who went to see him 
They just don t have enough time to see everybody But m 
Sacramento that was certainly true We had a lot of personal 
friends who were lobbyists and I suppose that s the That 
probably more than money Everybody talks about money but I 
think the friendship is probably a bigger factor than money 
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You mean in terms of influence 7 

In terms of influence right Which is a natural thmg If you know 
someone and you like them and you generally agree with them 
anyway you re much more inclined to take their advice —or at 
least listen to them carefully— than somebody that you don t like or 
don t agree with 

Well on a personal level how did you feel or what did you do in 
terms of interacting with lobbyists 7 

We had as I say a number of very good friends In fact Monday 
in Philadelphia where were we going 7 Someplace And I said 
Norma is that Jack Valenti 7 
Oh 

And it was and we 
I know that name 

walked up and talked to him Yes the Motion Picture 
Association [of America] guy We like all California legislators 
tned to help the motion picture industry and so on but I certainly 
didn t agree with him on a lot of issues He was a top guy for 
Lyndon [B ] Johnson but a very close personal friend and we spent 
a lot of time with him 

Well did you ever feel like you had to compromise what you voted 


on or earned 7 
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You know that was the best thing I would think it would be 
difficult for say a liberal Democrat to deal with some of these 
businesspeople that they didn t agree with but the You know 
generally I can t think of very many instances—I can t think of any 
right now I m sure there are some—where that was a problem 
because I generally agreed with them anyway 
So you didn t feel that they were trying to pressure you into 
something 9 

No I never had anybody say "You better do this or else I mean 
I've had some where it was made plain to me usually by somebody 
else that if I didn t vote a certain way I probably wouldn t get a 
contribution that kind of thing But they never said that 
But that wasn t something when push came to shove 
No 

in terms of money for fund raising or whatever that you had a 
problem with 9 

Now that could have been the case if it was really the old days 
where anybody could write out an unlimited check That might 
conceivably be different But when anybody can no longer give 
you more than $5 000 of PAC [political action committee] or 
$1 000 in individual contributions that s such a small part of what 
you have to raise [Laughter] 
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Right the fund raising 

And the downs I mean if you can t explain it I mean there are 
some that you know that if you take a contnbution you re going to 
catch some hell just because of who it is but it depends on what the 
issue is Like oil got that way That didn t bother me particularly 
because sometimes I d vote with them sometimes I wouldn t But 
they understood because there's a difference 

And I guess you re hearing some of that now with [Richard 
B ] Cheney about how even Now they re singing a different 
tune but at the time practically everyone in the Congress liked 
respected and admired him In fact he got a unanimous vote of 
approval in the U S Senate for secretary of defense because he was 
always a straight shooter he said what he thought never told a lie 
to anybody was always respectful 
Yes 

I can give you a Well this is a Congress thing but it also 
applied We talked about the oil spill This is maybe an 
offshoot of that We after the Valdez accident/Exxon 
[Corporation] thing became very concerned about supertankers 
going through the Santa Barbara Channel You are looking at it If 
one should have an oil spill And so I tried several times to try 
get legislation passed to prevent such a route but it didn t ever get 
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anyplace—and probably for good reason because you re getting 
into international law and all kinds of complications But I did get 
I think every one of the companies involved m transporting 
Alaskan oil at that time—I don t know what the situation is 
now—to agree to not go through the channel 
So this was informal 9 

Yes yes Just because I asked them I didn t And I think it was 

because of what I just said not that I necessarily Well I was a 

friend of the oil industry I guess but mainly that when I didn t 

agree with them like on offshore drilling and stuff like that that I 

didn t yell and holler and call them names 

But they knew what your stance was 9 

Yes yes They knew and they knew why yes 

Well you know we ve talked The focus of this interview is 

during the state senate period 

Right 

and unfortunately we won t go into depth about your time m 
Congress And hopefully somebody will but I did want to ask you 
a few questions 

But you know what 9 I mean this is kind of interesting Yesterday 
we held three interviews with people who are applying for the 
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position of archivist at my archives at Cal State 1 And one of 
them The one that we picked by the way [Evelyn Taylor]—or 

we 11 recommend we don t pick them but we 11 
recommend—mentioned your program 
YATES Oh 

R LAGOMARSINO Didn t know anything about you talking to me until I told them 
YATES What was going on? 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes obviously they couldn't have 
YATES Right 

R LAGOMARSINO But that was land of interesting 
YATES Well hopefully 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes so I m part of their workload [Laughter] 

YATES when they get somebody in there they 11 do your congressional 

period But I did want to ask you a few questions The most 
obvious one is m 1974 there was a special election 
R LAGOMARSINO Right 

YATES And you made the decision to run for Congress So why don t you 

talk about that and how that happened? 

R LAGOMARSINO OK the situation was that the congressman who had represented 

Ventura and Santa Barbara counties for nineteen years—as it turned 
out—died on either New Year s Eve or New Year s morning 

1 The Lagomarsmo Archives at California State University Channel Islands 
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This is Charles [M ] Teague? 

This is Charles Teague of Santa Paula a Republican who was a 
good friend of ours a political supporter and vice versa Anyway 
he died and obviously there was going to be a special election 
This is of course during Watergate But fairly early m the process 
my And Norma I think wanted me to And this is real 
early on Norma wanted me to run but other people didn t seem to 
be all that enthused about it I think it was primarily because they 
thought I was doing a pretty good job m Sacramento and that was 
fine with them But then they started looking around It appeared 
anyway that the only other possible candidate who had a chance 
was Chuck Teague s son Alan [M ] Teague who was then the 
mayor of Santa Paula I talked to him and he didn t want to run 
I was having kind of a difficult time deciding if I wanted to 
do it It was not a burning ambition with me I didn t have a thing 
I want to be a congressman And I was pretty content at that 
time I was on all the major committees I wanted to be on I was on 
the Rules Committee I didn t have the Bums fight anymore so 
that had kind of gone away I liked being in Sacramento could go 
skiing in the afternoon if I wanted to go fishing come home on 
weekends Anyway but I talked to a lot of people about it and I 
think most of them said yes you ought to do it [I] went to talk to 



238 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


Governor Reagan down in the comer office A lot of his staff were 
there I don t remember who exactly but [Edwin] Ed Meese [III] 
was there [William P ] Bill Clark [Jr ] [had] already left And I 
said What do you think I ought to do governor*? He said "Well 
do whatever you want to whatever you think you should do and 
III help you any way I can But we re doing OK here why don t 
you stay*? And I said Well then why are you trying so hard to go 
back to Washington*? [Laughter] Very irreverent I shouldn t 
have said that And he laughed and I said But I think you re 
right Im going to go call my wife and unless she strongly objects 
I m not going to run And I called her—she was at a mother s club 
meeting at Villanova [Preparatory] School—and I told her that and 
she said That s nice [Makes shooting sound] Dropped the 
telephone [Laughter] So obviously she strongly objected Iran 
Now I missed 

My concern was really—when I started—did I want to go to 
Washington*? Not could I win After I got into it it didn t take 
very long to find out that [Laughter] I might not have to worry 
about going to Washington And then right m the middle of that I 
had to make a very tough decision The congressional special 
election was before the filing period for state legislative office In 


other words I could have run and if I lost ran for the state senate 
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again But you had to file a notice of whether you were going to 
file to run or not 
Oh dear 

Yes And that came before the election 

Yes because the election is a special primary 

Legally I could have filed the notice and then not done it 

Yes 

There's no problem with that except that politically I knew that if I 
filed that notice it d probably be the end of the campaign People 
would think well you don t really care you re just doing this So I 
didnt and so it was you know acrapshoot Paid off but just 
barely Just barely won 

Well Im sorry I missed what you just said about your 
conversation with Governor Reagan What was the comment that 
he made 9 

The comment he made was Why don t you stay here 9 We re 
doing OK 

OK So he wasn t really gung ho in saying 
Oh no 

you should run 9 

He wanted me to stay there really 

OK And now why did your wife want you to run 9 
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I think she just thought that it was time to do something different 
That we'd been there a long time which we had We d been there 
twelve years thirteen years whatever And I think she just thought 
it would be you know another experience She liked Sacramento 
all right but I think I don t know there may have been another 
reason You can ask her too but that s what she said 
And so what finally convinced you to do this 9 
Her [Laughter] 

Oh her 
Yes her 

OK because you weren t 

And a couple of other things—and I don t remember the exact 
timing of what came first There was talk then of having a 
unicameral legislature There was also talk I guess I had this 
backwards a little bit—some of the comments I made to you before 
I think this is when they started the proposition that lobbyists 
couldn t take you to lunch or anything and all that I guess that was 
on the ballot 
Well Proposition] 9 1 

Yes I guess that s what it was And I thought that's just not going 


1 Proposition 9 (June 1974) financial disclosures and limitations affecting 
political campaigns public officials and lobbyists 
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to be the same you know Plus it was insulting m a way to think 
that because some guy buys you a lunch you are going to be in his 
pocket 

That s how you took that 9 

Yes I did But I knew also that there was no way that you were 
going to stop it And the unicameral thing there was a lot of talk 
about that then I thought that would be kind of be a dumb thing to 
do too 

Basically it was Norma I mean I certainly wouldn t have 
done it if she didn t want to That doesn t work at all 
Well the election was March 5 of 74 so you had about two months 
from when he passed away 

Well that was another plus too—a real short election 

When Teague died and then 

Yes 

This sounds familiar you've done this before 
That is a plus yes I mean a short election is much better than 
Well you mentioned that you weren t really sure that this was not 
a done deal that you would win 

No Well no As this progressed—and not very long—the whole 
Watergate thing came up and it In the process or in the time 
interval there were And I ve always forgotten whether it was 
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six or seven There were six or seven special elections for 
Congress Every one of those had been in a district that had been 
represented by a Republican Not necessarily a Republican 
registered district but there was a Republican congressman there 
who left for whatever reason—died or I think one of them from 
California went to the World Bank But anyway they were all 
YATES There was a lot of shifting going on 9 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes but mostly died I think Every single one of those was won by 

a Democrat except this Including one on the very same day as 
ours But the Republican who lost that day ran later—I think m 
maybe even the next general election—and won But in the special 
elections I was the only one If that had happened at any time 
earlier than that maybe I wouldn t have run And I didn t think 
although I ve 

Obviously that was a big issue—Watergate And I said—and 
meant it although I didnt think I d ever have to face it—that if the 
evidence showed Nixon was guilty of impeachable offenses Id 
vote to impeach him But I didn t think it did at that time and didn t 
think it ever would but After I had got elected then—not long 
afterwards—the [United States] House [of Representatives] 
Judiciary Committee voted to impeach him 
Right it was July of that year 


YATES 
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Yes Was it July 9 

Yes I was just looking at the dates They voted the first three 
articles of impeachment on July 27 74 
Anyway our polls showed that no matter how I voted I lost 
Oh youcouldntwin 
I couldn t win 
so to speak 

Except for what finally happened 

Well I m a little confused because I saw you ran m the special 

primary election that's March 5 of 1974 

Right 

That s actually the Thirteenth Congressional District—[that] was 
the number listed 
OK 

But then in June 
Oh OK this is another 

then you run for the Nineteenth Congressional District 
Yes because there had been Let's see because m 70 there had 
been a reapportionment There had been a reapportionment but it 
didn t take effect until the 74 election So it had been done but the 
election hadn t taken place And I would not have run I m pretty 


sure had the new district—what was it 9 The Nineteenth 9 
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This is 74 that were talking about 
Oh yes we re talking about 74 

So why would it be the Thirteenth in March and then the 
Nineteenth m June of the same year? 

This is what I was going to tell you Because 
So somewhere it took effect 

Wasn t that the year that the Supreme Court had to do it? The 

legislature Reagan vetoed the bill which 

Yes it was actually I mean it s around that time period There s 


71 


R LAGOMARSINO Yes that s exactly what happened because the legislature drew a 

pretty good plan for me actually Oh no that s what happened 
the legislature changed it in 70 
YATES I have in 71 Governor Reagan 

R LAGOMARSINO Because Teague ran in 72 took office in 73 The district that was 

in effect when I ran in the special [election] was changed by the 
California Supreme Court But the court allowed the one that the 
legislature had drawn to be in effect for that 1972 election because 
there wasn t time to change it 1 [And of course the special election 


1 In January of 1972 the California State Supreme Court handed down a 
decision regarding reapportionment Existing districts were to be used for the 1972 
elections but the court approved the forty three seat plan of 1971 Five new 
congressional districts were added due to growth in California from 1960 to 1970 
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was for the balance of Teague s term m the 72 district As a matter 
of fact the Democrats filed suit to compel the election to be held in 
the court ordered district The suit was thrown out ] 

Anyway when I ran in the special it was Ventura County 
without Oxnard which is heavily Democratic and there was Santa 
Barbara County without Isla Vista which is around the university 
[University of California Santa Barbara] They actually drew in 
bubbles to take those out Didn t look that bad on the map but 
that s what it was so it was 

YATES But then you had part of San Luis Obispo also 7 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes a little bit of San Luis Obispo 
YATES In the Nineteenth District 9 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes 

YATES OK Yes actually looking at 

R LAGOMARSINO So what happened—and I ve forgotten the exact number of the 

registration Although I know that m the one I ran in in the special 
it was almost even which is far better than anything I d ever had 
before Obviously I knew what was going to happen in the 
reapportionment We were going to get Oxnard and Isla Vista back 
and lose the Republican areas of Thousand Oaks Simi and 


* Mr Lagomarsino added the preceding bracketed material during his review of 
the draft transcript 
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Camarillo but I figured if I got in I d be an incumbent and I could 
show how good I was and so on And that s exactly what happened 
Matter of fact m the special I got like 53 percent of the vote in the 
district that was registration even—Democrat and Republican And 
then m the district that was far worse registration wise I got 56 
percent 

Yes Im just looking 

The difference was that of course Nixon was gone by then That 
was not a big issue at that point 

Your memory's good I don t have the percentages for the primary 
but I do for the special primary You had 53 64 percent of the vote 
Yes The thing that was scary about it I think that to some 
extent the whole thing sneaked up on the press at least Because in 
every other one of these specials that year as I recall there was a 
runoff You know nobody got 50 percent or 50 percent plus one 
so everybody was looking Well it 11 be another thirty days we 
don t need to get excited about this Well we won the whole thing 
in the primary luckily because I m not so sure what would have 
happened if there had been more attention and so on I don t know 
Well how much did the issue of Watergate dominate your 
campaign 9 


R LAGOMARSINO It was fairly prominent the 



247 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 


R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


So you had to deal with it every time you went out 9 
Not every time but certainly a lot There were a lot of people who 
said to me And the saying was we like you but let s send a 
message to Washington And my answer was that s neat but you 
send a message the messenger s going to be there for two years Or 
whatever it was—eight months 

But I don t think there was any question about it that had I 
not been m office in pretty much the same area for as long as I had 
been I wouldn t have won—just no way And I don t think 
Maybe Alan Teague could have but I doubt it I doubt it He 
doubts it too 

Well you mentioned that Isla Vista was not in your district 
Yes 

Is that right 9 Because one question I had—and this probably is not 
applicable now that you've told me that—[was] of course the 
voting age was lowered to eighteen in '71 
Yes 

And I was wondering if that had any impact on you in terms of 
looking at the constituency 9 
It obviously didn't or at least 
Not for that election 9 

Well probably had some but I mean there wasn t any big pocket of 
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people like that It was always was a problem for me after that 
although You know I did fairly well at Isla Vista but not that 
well 

And why was it a problem 9 Just 
Well just that they just 
Because you were Republican or 
Yes 
OK 

Yes And also—and I still don t think it s the right way to go—that 
people who are going to college but who don t really live there can 
vote there instead of at their home where they really should vote 
Oh OK Where they might know something about 
Yes 

what s going on 9 

Yes yes right That bothers me but And it can be changed 
but it would be very difficult to do 

Well let me ask you too Again tins is so superficial but I 
wanted to keep talking about elections a little bit It looks like just 
from looking at your elections—which of course occur every two 
years so you ve had to deal with a lot of elections—that m 1988 
when Gary [K ] Hart ran against you that that was the closest race 
up until that time 
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Oh yes absolutely 

Well talk a little bit about that particular race 

That was in many ways tougher than the one I lost because it went 

on longer That year that race was the most expensive 

congressional race in the country 

Oh really 7 

Oh OK I mean nothing like some of them today but I think he 
spent 1 6 [million dollars] and we spent 1 5 million 
That s incredible 

Yes but there are one's that are a lot more Well [Michael] 
Huffington spent 3 5 [million dollars] in the primary not long after 
that 

But up until then though 
Yes up until then right 
that was very expensive 

I think maybe up until then that was the most expensive I know it 
was the most expensive that year—m that election cycle The thing 
that was very difficult about that was that it was the same area 
pretty much I think his was a little different but not much Well 
it was too The one advantage that I had was that in the last 
reapportionment of the state senate it moved south 


somewhat—went down into Malibu—and so he didn t have 
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OK 

And also he was an honest liberal and he took some very liberal 
positions on things that hurt him in that area especially For 
example he was against SDI [Strategic Defense Initiative] he was 
against the death penalty I don t remember all the other issues 
but 

But those were some of the things that came up? 

Yes some of the things that came up But it was tough because we 

obviously had had I mean just looking at his figures and mine 

over the years there were a lot of people who voted for both of us 

Had to because I ran ahead of registration and so did he So that 

was a toughie no question about it That was not much fun 

[Laughter] 111 bet it wasn t 

I don t want to do that again 

Right 

And won't 

Right 

I'll never forget I mean we were pretty sure he was going to run 
But we were just leaving our house to go to an annual Super Bowl 
party given by a lobbyist a good friend of ours that represented the 



251 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


gas company back then We were just on our way there when 
somebody called and said Hart just announced he s running That 
spoiled the day 

And what did you think at that point when you heard that 9 
I thought it was going to be real tough and until I had a very 
good staff man Ed Bedwell who became my campaign manager 
Now he is the head of PG & E [Pacific Gas and Electnc Company] 
lobby operation m Sacramento he was back m Washington 
representing them as well He just did a fabulous job It was very 
tough We did have a lot of help from all over the country and 
What do you think ultimately made the difference if you can 
pinpoint anything 9 
Hard to say 
OK 

I think maybe a little bit of the Santa Barbara Ventura thing I 
think maybe we were sort of successful also in pointing out his 
connections to some of the L A liberals I think it was probably 
one race where philosophy did make a difference 
OK 

But back to the special the thing that was scary about that was that 
in Ventura County the vote was almost exactly even I mean there 


were six seven candidates whatever it was but the vote I think I 
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had 50 percent At one point it was exactly even but I was able to 
win Part of that was because the people m the really Republican 
areas were kind of like this last election They were disillusioned 
didn t turn out to vote which would just make you sick 
That can make a big difference 
Oh absolutely 

Well I do want to at least touch briefly—and then move on—your 
last election in Congress and then move back to some summary 
questions But I thought maybe you could just touch on what 
happened in that last election the 1992 election? And then of 
course I saw that your district there was a reapportionment 
Yes 

that happened Maybe you could tie in that 
OK Well I think although the reapportionment made sense it's 
not what I wanted I wanted something far different than that but it 
made It s pretty hard to argue with the logic of it but it But 

there was enough new area Well most of San Luis Obispo 
County In fact all of it was new at that point I had represented a 
small part of it but that was a number of years ago and things 
change pretty rapidly and so I wasn't as well known there 

And I am told that he was told when it started that the only 
way he could beat me would be to really do a negative campaign 
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drive up my negatives and so on I mean there s nothing unique 
about that but [In] all the polls here I was the most popular 
politician there was including the president and everybody else 
And I think what happened is that the money was just There 
was just so much of it on his side so much of it And especially 
with new people who didn t know and we just didn t any way of 
counteracting that Or at least no good way or we didn t do it right 
who knows 9 Probably a combination of both But 
So how did he channel the money that made I mean I know he 
had all this money 
Yes 

Right 9 This was the big thing about this election—I remember 
when it happened—that he just had personal wealth and he was 
Oh yes 

able to pour in money So do you think that s advertising 9 Just 
getting people out 9 What does it do for you 9 
Well they had money to do all that and they did it you know 9 And 
they bought people they actually paid people some of whom had 
worked for me before which kind of hurts 
Sure 

Hurts a lot 


YATES 


Sure 
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And you know you make enemies in politics and there were some 
people who were upset with me for one reason or another Some 
philosophically too One lady I think in Santa Barbara I couldn t 
prove it but I think it s probably true her daughter applied for a job 
with us and we picked somebody else which was one of those 
things I might have made a mistake Been just me I probably 
would have picked her but you know those things happen 
Sure 

But things like that the And another lady who had been on my 
committee When the chairman stepped down she wanted to be 
chairman And the people from Ventura would have all quit if she 
had been so that was She didn t forget and she hurt a lot 

But basically I think it was the money and the proof of that is 
that I did win in Santa Barbara County but not enough to do 
And then another thing was Nothing unique about this either 
but there was another conservative in San Luis Obispo who ran and 
who actually got more votes than Huffington beat me by Now 
how many of those I would have got if he wasn t in the race I don t 
know 
Yes 

but it would have been a lot closer 


YATES 


I noticed that there were an incredible number of people running in 
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that 

There were four I think Or no more 

There was more 

Well to start with 

Hold on a second I m sorry 

I know there was a lot 

I got my 

Oh yes no there were a lot of Democrats too There were about 
four or five of them and I think four Republicans 
Right Oh yes there were four Republicans five Democrats 
Five Democrats 

two Libertarians and three Green party Or one Green party 
excuse me and one Libertarian I was misreading this So there 
were a lot of people 
A lot of people right 

who put their hat into the ring 
Yes 

Well I mostly want to touch 
And you know another thing 
Sure 

that was a little different about that one—this was before the 
new primary system but—there were several debates they had 
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where they invited everybody which we had never done before 
We d always just say in the primary T m not going to worry about 
arguing with Democrats let s see which one it is But 
You would normally do that after primaries is what you re saying? 
Yes yes But especially in new areas you couldnt do that very 
well 

Well I m going to bounce back here again I wanted to 
And he had the resources to really do all lands of research There 
were a lot of things that he pointed out that were true but not nearly 
as bad as he said For example mentioned this Puerto Rico thing 
he made a big thing out of that—how I was trying to make Puerto 
Rico a state Well yes right but whats so bad about that? But 
unless you have the salesmen like him Anyway 
How surprised were you that you lost that primary? 

By the time it happened I wasnt that surprised because the polls 

We were ahead in the polls and then it started changing 

Yes 

I wasn t that surprised 

Well I want to come back to maybe comparing a little about your 
experience m Congress with the state senate but first I wanted to 
sort of talk again about what was going on in California in general 
politics wise In this case I m thinking maybe you could talk about 
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the evolution of the Repub 

Well you know another thing that happened was that 92 and this 
was fairly true it was a very anti incumbent year Ninety four was 
an anti Democrat incumbent year 
Right 

But 92 was pretty much over the whole thing And that was his big 
thing he was going to make things all different 
And he didn t stay very long 9 

No he didn t stay long enough to do anything [Laughter] 

Well talk a little bit about looking back through your experience m 
public office how do you see the Republican party and 
orgamzations m the state changing How did they change 9 
You know Im not so sure that it's changed all that much Well I 
think one thing that s changed I think the I don t know about 
right now this is a very strange period But up until two years ago 
I think one of things that changed a great deal was the attitude of 
people running for office When I was there to start with a lot of 
people would run for office with absolutely no idea they could win 
All they wanted to do was to get on the central committee and 
control the party that sort of thing 

Now I think most candidates although I m sure a lot of them 
know they can t win and they re running for whatever reason I 
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think more of them are really intending to be successful That 
sounds land of funny but I think that s really true I don t think 
very many are running just so that they can put their point across at 
some political convention that they want to get into office to do 
that And a lot of them are smart enough to know they can t or 
probably won t but And I think term limits has had a lot to do 
with that too That people who probably would not have run 
before knowing that they wouldn t be able to beat somebody and 
they never would figure that well maybe I won t win this time but 
it s not going to be that long before I will be running in an open seat 
and my name will be known because I ve run before 
Right 

I don t know how much of that there is and it probably depends on 
the district but Im sure there s quite a bit of it Again whether 
that s good or bad I don t know but it s a fact I personally think 
that term limits are good but that they're too short m California 
Yes 

Six years is just ridiculous 
Right 

It should be eight or twelve or whatever but not six 
Yes because you cant get enough experience to make 


R LAGOMARSINO Yes no right Yes 
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YATES Then the argument is then they re looking for the next thing 

R LAGOMARSINO Well yes it s hard enough to learn the thing as an individual 

legislator but try to be a speaker or somebody who has to guide 
others its just 

YATES Hold on a second the tape's coming to an end 

[End Tape 6 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 6 Side B] 

YATES I was asking about evolution of the party but you were talking 

about term limits and the impact of term limits 
R LAGOMARSINO Term limits from the standpoint of building the party are probably 

very good Very good Because you have more of a chance to 
attract people to run for office when there s at least some chance 
that they might get there someday rather than way down the line 
And I think in both parties there s probably less of the We don t 
care if we win or not we just want to make our point or We d 
rather lose for a good cause than win But I remember what Jesse 
Unruh used to say is Losers don t legislate Said a lot of other 
things too but that s one of them Losers don t legislate 
YATES Well you 

R LAGOMARSINO And the other one Money is the mother s milk of politics 
YATES Right that s famous I ve heard that one 


R LAGOMARSINO Yes yes 
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Or read it I should say Well I meant to ask you this before and 
this ties into the Republican party but I was reminded when I was 
looking back at some things in between the last time we met and 
this time that the Republicans adopted something called the 
California Plan m like 63 
Yes 

And that was devised I had by the state chairman Gaylord 

Parkinson 

Yes 

And it is 
Really a very 

credited now with helping the Republicans gam seats especially 
m the senate which of course you saw the impact of in the late 
sixties 
Yes 

And what do you remember about that 9 Anything 9 
Well I remember that he was one of the most very very 
enthusiastic people in politics that I ever met Just a real salesman 
a very gung ho guy who inspired everybody I've forgotten what 
the plan was except the name 
Yes Idont 

What the specifics of it The California Plan he was Kind 
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of seems to me that it s sort of what like George Bush is doing now 
I mean to be 
George W Bush? 

George W You know the inclusive kind of a thing reaching out 

more better salesmanship 

So you think that really did have an impact? 

Sure Oh yes it did 
What the party was doing? 

Yes I think it did 

And then what do you think happened after that in terms of the 
Republican party? 

Well probably several things You know the trouble is when you 
get a good idea there s no way to keep other people from using it 
just as [William J ] Clinton has shown I think that s one thing 

I think Democrats got smarter than they had been They got 
less doctrinaire about well the death penalty s a good 
example—talked about that I think maybe they re changing back 
now but they did that Remember that wasn t so long ago 
Remember Dianne Feinstem was booed when she said something 
about that That wasn t that long ago 
You mean about supporting the death penalty? 


R LAGOMARSINO Yes at a Democratic convention 
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That's probably when she ran for governor Is that when 
Was it 

Or was it the U S Senate 9 
I think it was the Senate 
OK 

I think it was the Senate But in any event 
Anyway the point is 

that is one thing yes And Clinton s done the same thing of 
course And I think some of the things which Republicans did they 
didn t do very well or didn t explain well And this is their fault 
too because you don t have to agree with it but you have to accept 
what the facts are and live with it and try to get around it And the 
fact is that the media for the most part is anti Republican or pro 
Democrat whatever you want to call it But you ve got to live with 
that and so you have to be able to lay out things in a way that they 
can t distort too much And some of the things that were probably 
good ideas and most people m the country agree with and maybe 


still do well just don t sell as well as they should For example 
the immigration policy I imagine if you were to ask 100 people 
what was m [Proposition] 187 1 for example I d bet most of them 


1 Proposition 187 (November 1994) worded as illegal aliens ineligibility for 
public services verification and reporting 
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Uh huh 

Perhaps the best example of that is [Newton L ] Newt Gingrich s 
Contract with America" You know if you asked the same 100 
people what they thought about Contract with America they d 
probably say "Oh bad bad idea " But if you could do it in such a 
way that you didn't know what they were doing couldn t figure it 
out and you 

You mean that they didn t 

buried these m these long lists 
Yes they didn t have the preconceived title name 
Yes didn t have the title and just talked about the issue 111 bet you 
that m—what were there ten maybe I think I ve got a list of them 
somewhere Anyway there were say ten 111 bet you at least 
mne of those would get 65 70 percent 
Would support it? 

Yes 

Well you anticipated my next topic which is the media We 
haven t really talked about the role of the media And I remember 
you mentioned to me that when you went on this helicopter nde of 
the oil spill and you made a comment at whatever point it was 
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picked up by the media and that there was I don t know how 
strong a recall effort etc But talk about the role of the media a 
little bit both positive and negative 

Well of course the positive is that you have to rely on the media to 
a great extent to get your message out I remember that one of the 
biggest problems I had especially m Santa Barbara was that the 
media—and I m not saying whose fault it was—for whatever 
reason pretty much ignored me So a lot of people had the opinion 
I wasn t doing anything Because if you send a press release out 
saying what you are doing and they won t print it how does the 
public know 9 We did a lot of mail we did newsletters we did all 
that but that 

Why did they ignore you do you think 9 

I don't know Now whether it was I think some of it was 

bias 

Now the newspapers haven t always been considered liberal 
Yes mostly Although the paper m Ventura was probably at that 
time as liberal or even more liberal but they didn t ignore me I 
mean you’d rather What s that old saying ' I don t care what 
they say about me as long as they spell my name right Something 
like that 


YATES 


So it was better 
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Although I ve had that happen too where they would accuse you of 
something you didn t do or didn't say whatever it was and then 
attack you for it [Laughter] That s really kind of frustrating 
How much effort would you put into—you or your staff 
Oh a lot A lot 

trying to counteract misinformation? 

A lot You know you call them and send letters and press releases 
but But it s interesting how that works The present 
congressman Elton [W ] Gallegly for a long time—and maybe 
still—would not even talk to the local 
To the press? 

Yes because he figured they were just so biased and so unfair he 

just ignored them And whether he does now or not I don t now 

but he gets fantastic press far better than I ever did 

Well how do you view the strength of the press pre 1974 versus 

afterwards? 

I m not sure there s that much difference And another thing when 
you re dealing with smaller papers—this is a pretty big one now but 
[was] much smaller in those days—there is just an incredible and 
radio stations too turnover 
Of staff? 

Of staff—of reporters especially And just about the time you get 
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some reporter to understand where you re coming from and that you 
didn t have horns and that you are available and worked hard and 
all that kind of stuff they d leave and go someplace else and you d 
have to start all over again And almost invariably the new ones 
would be far left or at least left Not sympathetic at all This local 
paper the Ventura County Star has changed a lot But it hadn t 
changed much when I was there But they were always In fact 
I can show a thing there See that middle [one] that little one 
there 9 

Oh you re pointing to a press clipping m a frame 

Yes a press clipping by Julius Gaius who was the editor of the 

Ventura County Star Free Press 

I did look at that 

It's called something about ten years You might want to 

I did glance at it last time 

Yes 

I was here It gave me some thoughts 
He says how well he thinks I ve done in ten years in the state 
senate And he was a pretty dedicated Democrat I wouldn t call 
him an ultrahberal or anything but a dedicated Democrat But I 
got to know him and he got to know me 
[Interruption] 
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So you were talking about this article that this guy interviewed you 
from the Ventura paper 

Well he didn t really He had interviewed me many times but 

this was sort of an editorial piece that he wrote 
On ten years after you had been in the state senate 9 
Ten years 

Well just to quickly get your take I ve also read [about] older 
reporters lamenting the fact that coverage of state politics has really 
diminished over the years And I think he was talking about like 
the L A Times not really covering state politics very well And of 
course there s the Sacramento Bee and I don't know how that plays 
into two of the media 

Yes Well probably very very little except to the extent that 
maybe somebody here in one of these local papers would read it 
but certainly no readership in the electorate area—or very little 
So you didn t worry about what went into the Bee 9 
No no 

But what do you think about that comment that the coverage of 
state politics has really gone by the wayside 9 
No I think it s actually gotten better I know that the local paper 
the Ventura County Star has a person full time in Sacramento who 
writes articles Whether you agree with them or not But I 
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mean they are there to cover things And I think the L A Times 
does a fair job of that 

OK It s interesting to get opinions on that Well let me ask you a 
couple of little compare and contrast type questions One is 
maybe you could compare what it was like serving m the state 
senate versus serving in Congress 

Well one of the reasons that I hesitated about running for Congress 
was that I knew that where I was I was one of forty and the 
biggest committee as I recall was thirteen And it was also the fact 
then—I don t know about now I mean this is all back then If you 
had an idea and you could get it reduced to legislative language 
you could introduce it as a bill That s true of Congress too you 
can write anything down and hand it in but And you could 
almost always—in those days anyway—get a hearing on it m the 
Senate just by asking for it 
This is the state 

Chairmen did not at least very often refuse you a hearing He 
might kill it immediately but you d get a hearing And if you had a 
majority of the votes of that committee got it out of the committee 
you got it into the senate—same thing there And you are standing 
there eyeball to eyeball with everybody so there was a lot more 
control than I knew would be the case in Congress 
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I also knew I got there just at the end of the pre 
Watergate thing Yes just before Watergate so there was a big 
change there after that But before when I got there senionty was 
everything—I mean everything That s where you parked your car 
that s where you got your office that s where you were on the 
committee that s pretty much where you got to speak on the floor 
That changed to quite an extent after the next election But it was 
still the case that for instance if you re on a committee you were 
seated according to senionty on your side of the aisle And the way 
it worked when a witness appeared the chairman would ask 
questions and then usually they had what they called the five 
minute rule Everybody was given five mmutes to ask questions 
and would alternate back and forth So if you had a forty man 
committee and you re the last guy there there probably wouldn t be 
anybody left by the time you got to ask a question even if the 
witness was still there So I mean that s just one example On the 
floor the way it worked was with a few exceptions when a bill 
was presented 
This is in the senate'? 

Yes No this was in the Congress 

Wait you re talking about presenting a bill I m sorry go ahead 


R LAGOMARSINO OK wait I was talking about when you presented Before I 
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was talking about a bill m committee you know where the five 
minute rule applied 

YATES Right I m sorry continue 

R LAGOMARSINO Although they did it in two stages usually m the House The first 

stage was a heanng on the bill Witnesses came appeared for or 
against members of committees asked questions and then usually 
that was it And then they would later have If the 
chairman—pretty much up to the chairman a lot of 
power—decided there was enough merit and support for the bill 
then they would have what they called a mark up session where 
they would actually vote on the bill and any amendments to it And 
that determined whether or not it would go either to the next 
committee or to the floor 

In the state senate it was sort of the same except that it 
wasn t nearly as formal as to who got to ask questions And almost 
always the hearing and the mark up were at the same time You d 
hear it and then you d vote on it Not always but almost always In 
the Congress it wouldn t necessarily be the author of the legislation 
that took up the bill on the floor It probably would be the 
chairman of the full committee or maybe of the subcommittee that 
was involved m it And the author would of course be allowed to 


say something but only by And then the chairman of the 
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committee or subcommittee and the ranking Republican—now it 
would be the ranking Democrat—would divide the time for debate 
The Rules Committee would give a rule as to how much time was 
given for general debate And the managers of the bill would then 
allocate the time among those that wanted to speak Give me five 
minutes give you two minutes whatever Sometimes all members 
of the same party sometimes to members across the aisle who 
supported it And then after general debate it would move into 
amendments Anybody could offer an amendment That s one way 
anybody who wasn t part of the committee or not recognized could 
get a chance to speak You could offer an amendment and then 
speak on it whether you re really serious about it or not which 
sometimes they did it just for the heck of it so they could talk about 
the bill So that s one difference there was a lot more control on 
the part of the author of the legislation in the state senate and not 
very much in the Congress 
In Congress 9 

Yes Although more so if you re m the majority party obviously 
but not very much if you re in the minority party and especially if 
you re a junior member 
Right 


R LAGOMARSINO So that s probably the biggest difference And another difference 



272 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


too is that which goes along with that Although m the 
California legislature probably—I haven’t checked lately—I 
imagine a number of bills passed and signed into law each year is 
probably m the thousands In the Congress it s in the hundreds 
because of bills that are never heard at all just never come up none 
have support for them A lot of times the only way you can get a 
bill considered is to have a majority of the members as cosponsors 
of it 
Yes 

Then they look at that and say Well there must be a lot of interest 
here we 11 set a hearing And then often—and this makes sense 
it s the only way it would work—they will consolidate a whole lot 
of bills on the same general subject and then rewrite them And 
sometimes they come out as a committee bill—usually did—and 
that would go forward 

Then the process is much more tedious because the Senate 
and the House don't necessarily operate on the same wavelengths 
even though they re right now the same party there s a lot of 
disconnect I think probably in the next month or so you 11 see a lot 
of that going away but certainly it has been there 
Well you have a lot more people 
hi other words you have a lot more control m the 



273 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 


State senate 

state senate than m the House 

Yes Well you have a lot more people to deal with [Laughter] 

Oh yes that s the whole thing You ve got 435 people as against 
40 The committees are as big as the whole senate some of them 
so it s kind of intimidating 
Uh huh I imagine 

And it's intimidating even to make a speech on the floor of the 
House I remember—I've forgotten who it was—somebody told 
me or I heard them tell other people that the first two things that 
you ought to do when you get elected to Congress is make a speech 
and miss a vote So you don t worry about it anymore 
Yes right you get that over with 

I know it And I don t know that I ever got over the nervousness of 
making a speech entirely but I never got over the missing a vote 
thing I mean that would just drive me crazy 
To miss it 9 

Yes you know trying to meet And a couple of Congresses I 
did actually have a 100 percent voting record but it s very tough to 
do You can t get sick you can t have any airplanes late You 
know nothing can go wrong 
Right that would be challenging 
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Yes that s pretty challenging And probably unnecessary really 
when you think about it I mean you want to have a good run up m 
the high 90s but 
Sure to try to make 100 percent 
Oh it d just make you crazy 
is hard 

Yes I remember one time when I had I think 100 percent and the 
[House] Republican Conference agreed that we were going to miss 
a quorum call—I mean it doesn t do anything it doesn t pass 
anything but it is a vote We were going to miss that because we 
objected to the way the Democrats were handling an election 
challenge issue And we did and I missed a vote probably the only 
one in that whole Congress 

Well tell me also about how did the campaigning change if it did 
from when you first started in the state senate and then when you 
were m Congress 9 

Im not so sure it changed all that much Obviously by 1992 it cost a 
lot more money to run in an election so I mean that changed but 
that changed on the state level too 
But what you did 

And of course now senatorial districts are bigger than 
Congressional districts 
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That s right 

by what percent now forty—whatever percentage that is 
So what you actually did didn t necessarily change your strategies 9 
No no not really I think there's probably more And of course 
we re talking about pre change of the primary system 
Oh yes 

That would change things It s funny if you really think about that 
that a lot of the same people who are really behind that are the same 
ones who decry too much money m politics And yet obviously it 
takes more money if you have to appeal to twice as many people to 
start with as you did And again I don t know that I'm talking 
about then and then and not now and now part of it's now and then 
but it became more partisan but so did it m the state legislature so 
Ive heard that 

there probably tended to be more association with parties than 
there was I remember in 1964 for example that our billboards 
didn t say 1 Republican on them They said Re elect Bob 
Lagomarsino And I remember I think it was like the Saturday 
before the election in 1964 there was a lady passing out Goldwater 
literature over in Simi Valley and she castigated me for that and I 
should 


YATES 


You mean for not having Republican on your billboard 9 
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Yes I said "Everybody knows anyway " I said Look at your 
literature It didnt say Republican any place on theirs either 
Interesting 
Yes 

Well let me ask you what did you 
That changed that changed a lot and 
Where it was really important to be affiliated 
Yes yes right 
with your party 7 
Yes 

Whether Democrat or Republican 9 
Yes 

Tell me what did you like about being in the state senate 9 
I liked well part of what we've been talking about I liked the fact 
that you could introduce a bill and get it signed into law And I 
had—I used to know exactly I don t anymore—a very high 
percentage of bills I introduced that were actually signed into law 
That was satisfying 9 

Yes very satisfying And not only the numbers game but the fact 
of what you re able to do You still It s still the case I 
remember—kind of an interesting story The California condor 
was disappearing and there were some water projects that people 



277 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 


thought might endanger the condors So [I] introduced a bill to 
increase the penalty of killing a condor 1 It wasnt much—I think it 
was $500 before it made it $1 000—but it was a big deal m those 
days 

And I remember there was a very liberal Democrat from the 
San Jose area who commented on that I don t think he opposed the 
bill the bill passed and became law but he said I think that the 
condor should become the symbol of the liberal Democrat Yes 
you won t believe it He said It s high flying it soars and it seeks 
the rugged peaks of new frontiers And I said Yes and it s also 
very ugly it throws up on you if you get too near it and it s nearly 
extinct [Laughter] 

But you did carry legislation to help ensure its survival 
Yes survival That was an easy one [Chuckles] 

Well what did you dislike about serving in the state senate 9 
Well I don t know that there was anything that I really disliked 
about it I mean there were some things that I didn t like as well 
after they had changed but And it was not as much fun after I 
had the run in with Hugh Bums but I still liked it It s a lot of 
work but so is Congress that s 

Let me ask you the same thing about Congress What did you like 


1 SB 261 1965 Reg Sess Cal Stat ch 1508 
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and dislike about serving in Congress? 

Well what I liked about it was that again if you worked hard and 
you developed some knowledge about things you could really have 
an effect even though [you were] in the minority like this Puerto 
Rico issue we were talking about earlier Samoa the territories all 
that kind of thing I mean not a big effect but some 

And the thing that I liked about that—and this goes back 
again though to the Phil Burton thing because that s where it 
started I liked being able to work with people on the other side of 
the aisle when I could You know without changing any principles 
or things of that kind And again I liked to get things done I was 
fairly successful I got the Channel Islands National Park the Los 
Padres National Forest wilderness legislation got some excess 
property from the air force for the Allan Hancock College In fact 
remind me to give you a sheet that has all this stuff on it 
OK 

And also for the space center [Western Spaceport Museum and 
Science Center] up there And that was kind of interesting because 
the man who was in charge of the subcommittee who made the 
decisions on that was probably the most liberal Democrat from 
California [Ronald V ] Ron Dellums but we had a good 
relationship and I liked that I didn t like the nastiness of it 
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sometimes and 
How do you mean 7 

Oh you know real partisanship and name calling and so on but 
mostly I I won't say I didn't like some people but there are 
some people I cared for more than others—let s put it that 
way—and I really missed some of them And still miss them 
It must be hard to leave 7 

Yes that s the toughest part And it is very gratifying when I go 
back there as I do once every year or so and see people I Well 
everybody I saw in Philadelphia I had not seen for eight years and 
it s still amazing to me that they would even remember who I was 
Well you were there for 
Yes I was there 
for quite a time 
awhile yes 

Well we always ask people looking back—and you may have 
mentioned things already—in terms of your time in the state senate 
what are you really happy that you were able to do or accomplish 
while you were there 7 
In Washington 7 

In the state senate first Let me ask you that first 

Oh m the state senate Well I guess the proudest I ever got the 
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most enjoyment out of it was the things And this is funny 
because I can t remember very many exact examples of it but—and 
we mentioned it earlier—all the stuff we were able to do for the 
county and some of the cities in Ventura County 
So just some of the regular legislation that you carried that helped 
them 9 

Yes We had a really good team The assemblyman and I worked 
together on almost all that plus the guy who was a very good 
friend of mine a lobbyist who later became I think partly because 
of my support It was his own ability but it didn t hurt that I 
supported him He became the county executive for Ventura 
County and now is the county executive for Santa Clara County 
[Richard Wittenberg] That makes you feel good to see people that 
you helped out along the way move up like that Just like some of 
the people who worked for me in Congress are domg quite well 
Well what s disappointing or what do you wish you could have 
accomplished when you were in the state senate that you didn t 9 
Well obviously I wish I had been able to I mentioned the bills 
[that] failed and there are some others it would have been nice to 
get that done but I don t 
No big regrets or 


R LAGOMARSINO No no I mean I don t think it was my fault—let s put it that way I 
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don t think that I did anything wrong it just Those were big big 

issues way above my head [Laughter] 

Let me ask you the same question about Congress What do you 
feel good about 

Oh well 111 tell you I feel very good [about] having been a part 
of—as they call it—the Reagan revolution of being Well I 

was his congressman for all the time he was president The 
environmental things I mentioned the Channel Islands Los Padres 
Dick Smith Wilderness and some other I can t think of light now I 
got a bill passed to require the government to pay its bills on time 
or pay interest which makes a lot of sense and saves money 
actually Because for one thing a lot before that—and maybe it's 
still the case because they find ways around it but the You 
have more bidders if they think that they re going to get paid on 
time You know not getting paid on time is the same as not getting 
paid You ve got to go borrow the money probably in many cases 
so the bids aren t as good 
I hadn t thought about that 

Yes What else 9 Boy it s a big one too That s terrible 111 think of 
it too 

Well and if you think of it later when you see the transcript you 


can add 



282 


R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


Yes [There was also the] Veteran s Administration outpatient clinic 
in Santa Barbara and the SBA [Small Business Association] office 
in Ventura 

So something that you were involved m that 

Well and I mentioned also the I think I had some influence 

on—I know I did—what happened in the territories and some of the 

status of what had been the Trust Territories of the Pacific Did I 

tell you that 

I don t think so 

I could probably go to Puerto Rico and run for something? 

No no you didnt mention that 
[Laughter] No not really but almost 
You've been helping them? 

We ran into some people m Philadelphia—well we didn t run into 
them it was part of the deal—who said You re still very well 
regarded there we want you to come there sometime and 
Because while you were in Congress you were a supporter 
Yes 

of them becoming a state right? Is that 
Well or at least allowing them to decide what they wanted to do 
Oh I see OK 

Yes But I personally thought statehood That wasn t shared by 



YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 


283 


many of my colleagues and still isn t but it But 
something—you know self determination—beyond just a 
territorial thing that doesn t make any sense 

And a lot of things changed and aren t nearly as important as 
they were but I was very much involved in the question of what 
happened with the Trust Territory of [the Pacific Islands] Palau 
which is now a freely independent state but with defense contracts 
with us which were very big especially during the time the Soviets 
were expanding into the Pacific Now that s gone but who knows 9 
Maybe it might come in handy again with the Chinese who knows 9 
You know lots of things like that 

What about disappointments in terms of what you weren t able to 
do that you would have liked to while you were m Congress 9 
Well there are a lot of things I would have liked to have been part 
of like a Republican majority—but that happened afterwards 
anyway—and balancing the budget things of that kind Although I 
think that I helped in setting the groundwork for that 
Well it must be hard because obviously you thought you would go 
on You lost that election 
Yes 

the 1992 election so you didnt 


R LAGOMARSINO But you know I don t know how long I would have gone on 
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Probably if I had said in 1992 that I wasn t going to run again after 
that I am not at all sure that Huffmgton would have run I 
probably could have talked him out of it or other people would 
have or he would have agreed not to run But I wouldn t do that 
so Maybe I should have I don t know but anyway So I 
probably would have run two or three times more I would have 
been gone by now I suppose but 

But you didn t determine when you were leavmg so there may have 
been things 

Yes I mean that's the thing That s disappointing that you don t 
get to decide someone else does yes 

Well I imagine there may be things you wish you could have been 

apart of that just 

Yes 

That s out of your control 

Well yes And it would have been gratifying to have a been a 
chairman of something Although interestingly enough I was—as 
far as I know—the only Republican chairman of a semi official 
organization in the House 
Oh what was that? 

I was the chairman of the POW/MIA Task Force 


YATES 


Oh right 
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which was appointed by the chairman of the Asia and Pacific 
[Affairs] Subcommittee of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
So no Republican had chaired something like that 9 
Well yes they had actually There was a Republican In fact I 
think two or three Republicans before me had done it 
OK but it was unusual 9 
Yes Oh very Yes 
Because you were in the minority 

I was also the House chairman of the Task Force on Afghanistan 
but that was more of a Republican thing 
OK Well what have you been up to since you left Congress 9 
Since I left 9 

Yes tell me what you ve been doing 

Well a lot of things One thing that I did that kept me involved a 
little bit—or at least indirectly—was that I was asked shortly after I 
had got out to be a member of the BRAC Base Realignment and 
Closure organization in Ventura County 
I can't remember what it stands for 
But anyway you know what it is 9 

but I know what you re talking about right 
To defend the two navy bases in Ventura County And we did that 
and the committee still goes on under a new name now They now 
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call it Regional Defense Partnership 21 And the objective is sort 
of the same but we not only are trying to keep them from being 
closed we re trying to expand them and to get more work and so 
on 

So this is Point Mugu and 
And Port Hueneme 
Iiueneme? 

Yes For example we were very helpful I don't think we were the 
final thing but we were very helpful m moving the [E 2C] wing 
from Miramar to Point Mugu These are the planes—they re the 
same as the AW ACS [Airborne Warning and Control System] 
planes except they fly off of earners—the ones with a very high 
resolution radar and so on that direct attack planes and direct battles 
and all that sort of thing And that we think sort of nailed down the 
future of Mugu If they were gomg to move people there and start 
spending money they would probably not close it So that was a 
concrete thing—very helpful—that we did 

I m also on the advisory board of the [California State] 
University Northndge at Channel Islands [winch is in] Camarillo 
CSU [California State University] Northndge? 

Yes CSU Northndge Which is now the same kind of thing but it 


moved to Channel Islands So I m still on that and it will evolve 
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into a Channel Islands university in a couple of years 

OK so it s not actually a CSU yet 9 

Well it s designated—they have a budget and they re hiring 

people—but it s not really Doesn t have any students yet 

OK 

It s contemplated that a lot of the students that go to the Northndge 
center will transfer over 
OK so that s still being done 9 

Yes but it s a done deal It was a little hairy earlier m the year the 
governor didn t put the $10 million m the budget but he later did 
and it s there Lost them a year the way he did it but at least it s 
done now So I do that 
That must be kind of exciting 9 

Yes that s kind of fun just had a meeting last week and 
Oh well the big one is I m now the chairman of the 
American Commercial Bank which is a bank my dad started 
twenty six years ago 
Oh so you just became chairman 9 

I ve been on the board since 93 but I ve just became chairman 
So what does that mean in terms of your responsibilities 9 
Well it's pretty high responsibilities because of just the nature of 


what it is—the bank examiners and all that And it means that I sit 
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on all the committees I have to go to all the meetings [Laughter] 
Pays more money but not that much more money 
So you have to go to all the committee meetings? 

Yes I m the chairman of the executive committee and I belong to 
all the other committees 
Well it sounds 
So that s kind of fun 
like you re busy 

Yes but not so busy I can t do things I like And I do other things 
too but mainly only if I want to 
Oh that's nice 

And I spend an awful lot of time with the two dogs you ve met 
Right 

Samuel Adams and Missy Miller Lowenbrau 
Right 

And I go fishing when I can Don t get as much chance as I d like 
to I did last week—m fact twice—I went salmon fishing up in 
Alaska and also went trout fishing up m the Sierras And during 
duck season—which is pretty long at least has been from October 
into January—I go duck hunting twice a week with my two dogs or 
either one of them 


YATES 


Right 
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And what else 7 I m sure there's other things 

That you ve been doing 7 

Yes 

Well like I said I regret not being able to spend more time on 


Congress I hope this sets the stage for somebody to do something 
more m depth But is there anything—back to the state 
legislature—we haven t talked about that I should have brought up 
or that you ve thought of that we didn t discuss 7 


R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 


I m sure there is but I can’t think of it right now 
Well you will see the transcript and you can add something 
I m sure there s a lot of legislation In fact why don t you 
I am gomg to stop this for 


[End Tape 6 Side B] 
[Begin Tape 7 Side A] 


YATES OK we stopped for a minute because were we just trying to see if 

there was something you haven t covered and you thought of one 
thing 

R LAGOMARSINO Yes I thought we talked about it but maybe we didn t though 

When I was in the state senate I introduced a bill 1 to create an oil 
free sanctuary around the Channel Islands which was signed into 
law by President Reagan and then 


1 SJR 2 1970Reg Sess Cal Stat r ch 29 
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Governor Reagan you mean? 

Governor Reagan 
Sorry 

Governor Reagan at the time right 
Right 

And I think we did talk about this about getting the six major oil 
companies to stop shipping Alaskan oil through the channel? 

Yes I don't remember Talk a little bit about that 
OK After the oil spill in 1969 there was of course a lot of 
concern about oil spills throughout And then especially agam 
after the oil spill m Alaska It became very apparent that the worst 
oil spill of all would be from a tanker probably far worse than any 
blowout of a ng because when you have one from a tanker you 
have all of that oil released at one time 

Anyway so I was able to talk to six major oil companies to 
stop shipping Alaskan oil through the Santa Barbara Channel but 
to go outside We also convinced the Coast Guard to establish a 
NAVTEX radio navigation system and we were also able to get the 
International Mantime Organization to designate the Channel 
Islands [National] Marine Sanctuary as an area to be avoided by 
international shippers And then we did get President [George 
H W ] Bush to withdraw federal offshore oil tracks m the channel 
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from leasing And on this one I have to give to give real credit to a 
couple of Democratic colleagues of mine in the House for allowing 
me to offer the amendment They could have easily outperformed 
me on this because they were in the majonty Anyway I was able 
to introduce successfully an amendment on the House floor 
bringing offshore oil operations in the channel under state and 
federal clean air standards the same as onshore What else 7 We 
were talking about 

Well back to the sanctuary that s something you did designating 
the sanctuary 
No I didn t do that 
Oh OK 

President [James E ] Carter did 
OK so that is later 7 
Yes yes 
Oh OK OK 

I did the national park but not the sanctuary 
Got you OK 

Yes Now in Congress We dont want to go into all the 
Congress stuff 

Well we can talk about it a little bit if you d like 

The one that I m perhaps the proudest of I was elected on March 13 
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I think went to Washington the next week I think it was only a 
week or so after that that we had a hearing on a bill that I 
introduced to create the Charles Teague Lake Casitas watershed to 
protect the watershed around Lake Casitas—the drinking water for 
Ventura and Ojai I don t know but 111 bet you there aren t very 
many congressman who have a bill heard introduced and passed as 
shortly after they were elected to Congress as we did with that one 
But anyway it happened it was signed into law 
Now you mentioned these natural resource related or protection 
legislation you earned in the Congress but you also did quite a bit 
of that when you were m the state senate 
Right 

And didnt you also carry legislation for Santa Susana Mountains? 
Wasn t that while you were in the state senate? Or am I not 
remembenng correctly? 

No you re probably talking about the Santa Monica Mountains 
[National Recreation Area] 

No Well anyway I don t know if there s anything you want to 
identify in terms of relating to when you were m the state senate 
and natural resources? 

I was just looking here I thought I saw something 


YATES 


Well I noticed one thing you earned was legislation relating to 
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conservation education 1 
Oh yes right 

And is that something you can comment on or talk about how that 
happened 9 

Yes—and again I have a hard time remembering the years 
but—the state started selling special license plates In fact 111 tell 
you a funny story about that in a minute but anyway the And I 
earned legislation that directed part of that money to go to 
environmental education As a matter of fact for a long time a 
very good friend of mine that I went to college with Rudy 
Schaffer was the head of that program—-just happened it had 
nothing to do with me 

Another part of that money I designated to study the natural 
oil seeps off of Santa Barbara off Coal Oil Point They did that but 
they didn t have very good recommendations The only 
recommendation was well you could dnll oil wells there but that 
didn t go too well But with regard to the special license plate 
because I had a couple of bills that used some of that money I 
thought it would be appropriate that I would get one Sol ordered 
one for my wife and it was to be ’NORMA L " The only problem 
is—I don t know whether they did it on purpose I think probably 


1 SB 948 1970 Reg Sess Cal Stat Ch 1558 
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so or whether it was just the way it came out—but it says 

'NORMAL 

Oh yes [Laughter] 

She still has it It s on the car 

Oh I think I saw that yes [Laughter] So you didn t have that 
space between the Norma 

No space there should have been a space She says Well better 
than AB [NORMAL] 

Well what was your idea behind the conservation education 9 What 
were you thinking 9 

Just that Today if you say that people say Big deal everybody 
does that And that s true but they didn t then So it was an idea 
whose time was coming but wasn t quite there yet so we speeded it 
up 

So you don't remember how you came up with that idea or where it 
came from 9 
No Idont 

I was looking at my notes and this thing about the Santa Susana 
Mountains Park it was a resolution actually that you earned asking 
to memonahze the president and Congress to include in specified 
existing federal study a study of the establishment of a regional 
park in the Santa Susana Mountains So that was Resolution 
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Chapter 105 that s 1971 so I wasn t remembering correctly 1 
I remember one thing I helped create a state park m the Simi 
[Valley] and it s no longer there I don’t know exactly what 
happened but I guess it just wasn t quite suitable And it was not a 
very good idea as it turned out—personally—because that used to 
be one of the places I went deer hunting and of course that closed 
it off [Laughter] 

So you didn t realize that when you were carrying it 9 
Didn t matter by then I guess 

I also saw something here relating Again this is a resolution 
about open hearings for open pit mining of federal lands Does that 
nng a bell 9 This is a resolution it s just this one right here 
Oh yes there was a proposal for open pit mining by [Umted 
States] U S Gypsum Company m the Sespe Creek watershed up 
behind Ojai I was very concerned about that for a number of 
reasons One is that just what would the open pit mining would do 
to the area itself in relation to the value of what would be produced 
which wasn t very much And secondly m order to do that it 
would require rebuilding the highway which would cost millions 
and millions of dollars Plus it wouldn t be a very good thing to do 
anyway I like it the way it is a two lane scenic highway to turn it 


1 SJR 36 1970 Reg Sess Cal Stat r ch 233 



296 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 

YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 
YATES 

R LAGOMARSINO 


into a freeway was not a good idea So that was what was behind 
that And that never happened by the way They never did go 
forward with it 

So this is to have open hearings about what they were going to be 
doing 9 

Yes yes Now whether they paid any attention to this resolution or 
not I don t know but the action never happened Sometimes those 
resolutions do some good most of the time they probably don t 
Members of Congress don t pay a lot of attention to them 
Right 

but I think maybe sometimes staff does and if there s a way 
they can be brought up 
It sort of brings attention to an issue 
Yes well thats the mam thing 
with no legal teeth to it 

Yes that s all we can do I mean the state legislature has 
absolutely no authonty over federal lands at least directly 
Although m this case if it had gotten to that perhaps we could have 
stopped it through the highway by just not allowing them to build 
that And obviously you re not going to drive trucks on there with 
cars on that narrow one so if you can t 


YATES 


Get there 
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you can t do it A lot of familiar names on there 
Right you re looking at a list of resolutions 
Phone [Laughter] 

Like I said Im sure there's a million things we haven t touched on 

but anything else with the state senate in particular? Anything 

about any colleagues or committees or legislation or 

Well I can tell you a very—maybe I did Did I tell you the story 

about the fight on the budget we had during Governor Brown s 

time? 

I don t think so We didn t talk about the budget and we probably 
should 

I ve forgotten the year There were at least enough Republicans and 
a few Democrats who voted against the budget to hold it up And 
what they used to do—very clever—when that happened would be 
to split the budget and then take all of the things out that added up 
to a reasonable number and bring that up and you'd vote for it 
naturally And then they would take all the real sexy things like aid 
to children and things like that and put that in a separate one and 
you d have to vote for that too So they ended up getting it done 
Well anyway this one time we had enough votes to stall the 
budget Senator Jack McCarthy who was the Republican leader 
then—he was from Mann County—when he was elected he was 
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the youngest member of the state senate as I became later 
Oh nght yes 

I think he was younger when he was elected than I was but I was 
the youngest then Anyway he had talked this one Democrat from 
the Los Angeles area [Lawrence E ] Larry Walsh into voting 
against the budget And then—and this part I don't recall exactly 
what happened but—something happened so that the budget was 
acceptable or at least we weren t going to fight anymore at least 
not all of us So Jack wrote the speech for Senator Walsh to give to 
explain why he was changing his vote 

In the meantime Norma and I were invited to dinner at the 
lieutenant governor s house Glenn [M ] Anderson The senate was 
locked up as they did then They call the house and you have to 
stay there but they can give you a pass to leave And we left with 
the lieutenant governor went to his house for dinner it was very 
nice and then I came back with him And when I walked in with 
the Democratic lieutenant governor some figured I was going to 
sell out that I had been bought off or whatever Anyway but then 
Walsh gets up and he says 'I think when I voted against the budget 
before it was the nght vote —whatever he said But now the time 
has come for me to change my vote because if I don t there will be 


fiscal chowse [Laughter] That s a true story 
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How funny 
Fiscal chowse 
Fiscal chowse 9 

That show Jack wrote it Chowse You know chaos Chowse 
[Laughter] So there were lots of those 

I mentioned Senator [James Q ] Wedworth before about the 
Coastal Commission legislation He was very interesting He d get 
up and make a rather long speech Most people in the senate didn t 
make long speeches they were quite short In fact we talked about 
Joe Beeks book about legislative oratory 
Right 

And I think I also mentioned to you about the one senator who 
stood up one time and said I have two things to say about this bill 
good author bad bill 
Bad bill 

They shot it down that was it But the 

You were talking about getting up and making this long speech 
before and most people wouldnt 

Oh yes This guy would make these long speeches and most of the 
time you could not tell what he meant till he got to the end and said 
"Therefore I will vote yes " or I will vote no 1 
[Laughter] So did he keep your attention or did you just wait till 
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the end 9 

Well yes you wonder what the heck is he talking about We had 
characters in the senate 111 tell you Especially the older senators 
Pre 1966 

Yes pre reapportionment 

OK well thanks very much for meeting with me We 11 get you the 
transcnpt and you 11 be able to take a look at it 
OK 
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Great Good morning Thanks for meeting with me 
Good morning Susan 

I know we don t have a lot of time so we re going to make this fast 
and furious But first just a little bit of background information 
why don t you tell me where you were bom and the date if you're 
willing and your maiden name too 

I was bom November 18 1926 m Burbank California and I think 
it was 131 Naomi Street [Laughter] 

Wow 

That s across the street Across the street My mother 
[Minnie Vernon Mabrey] used to say Across the boulevard from 
Universal Studios which was out in the country 


YATES Right 

N LAGOMARSINO [Laughter] There weren't many places out there 

So you re a native Californian 9 


YATES 
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N LAGOMARSINO Absolutely and Susan when I say Burbank people say You re 

kidding 

YATES Really? 

N LAGOMARSINO "Beautiful downtown Burbank 1 And I say No no ltwasntthat 

way it was just country ’ But then when I tell them I grew up m 
Palm Springs they say 'No no no nobody ever grew up in Palm 
Springs You just go there to visit 

YATES To visit 

N LAGOMARSINO No and it was wonderful 

YATES For the record what s your maiden name? 

N LAGOMARSINO Mabrey 

YATES And then when did your family move to Palm Springs? 

N LAGOMARSINO I was m the third grade so I don t know 32 or something like that 

YATES Why did they move to Palm Springs? 

N LAGOMARSINO Work It was just after the Depression—still during—but they fled 

Los Angeles for work My dad [Dexter Mabrey] had worked m 
props or building sets 

YATES Oh really? 

N LAGOMARSINO for the movies but it was a very strange movie industry at that 

time And he also contracted He did lathing plastering building 
things He was good with his hands And I think the man he had 

1 This is a reference to the comedian Johnny Carson s Tonight Show lokes 
about Burbank where the show was filmed 
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done work for fled Los Angeles owing money so my dad sold my 
mother s house—she always says ' He sold my house —and paid 
his debts and limped away because there was nothing going on in 
Los Angeles But m Palm Springs there was 
So what was he doing out in Palm Springs 9 
He contracted he did lathing he did plastering building It was 
funny because [during] spring break I took the three West Coast 
grandchildren [Alicia Gabnlle Smith Bryan Roderick Smith and 
Devon Comgan Smith] and their mothers [Laura Quiroz Smith and 
Hillary Comgan Smith] to Palm Springs for five days We drove 
around Palm Springs—places where I had grown up—and we 
drove by the golf course which was the only golf course when I 
lived there nine holes 0 Donnell [Golf Club] They played it 
twice And the Catholic church Our Lady of Solitude is there 
We drove by the American Legion building which was on that 
same street and I looked and on this wall is this plaque of the 
American Legion that my dad had built—it s out of plaster 
Oh 

He made the templates and he did And it s beautiful And I 
said My gosh I didn t know that would be there This has been 
you know fifty years or something I was really amazed I said 
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Your great grandfather did that and it gave me goose bumps to 
see it That it would still be there 
That's wonderful 

Isn t that wonder It was painted m the golds and the blues and 

the reds the insignia or whatever Sol was pleased to see that 
Then we traveled up just two blocks more to the mountain and 
visited their grave sites When you say great grandparents it 
sounds 
So distant 9 

God really But they were my mother and father 
Yes 

And there are their plaques and 
it s not that long ago 

Yes But it was exciting to do that for my grandchildren 
So you went to grade school obviously there 9 
I did Francis [S ] Stevens [Elementary School] downtown on 
Palm Canyon Drive 
OK 

And had so much fun 
Did you 9 

Oh I loved it It was small you know 9 Ride your bicycles in the 


village and the movie stars came and it was I had an autograph 
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book that would choke a horse I mean it was so big because they 
loved the attention from the locals They wanted to be recognized 
but 

It was a small enough place? 

It was small yes 

And then high school obviously there too? 

Palm Springs For junior high school we had Nellie Coffman who 
owned the Desert Inn They built the junior high school Had 
seventh grade still at Francis Stevens and then we moved out to the 
desert which was like a mile out to Ramon Road out by the airport 
the old airport and had our junior high school And I think my 
fame m my life anything I achieved They used to laugh and 
say I was president of everything m junior high school The GAA 
[Girls Athletic Association] the girls club the glee club the home 
room the entire eighth grade class gave the speech at this 
graduation 

And I guess my parents thought I was going to set the world 
on fire They were so pleased because neither of my parents had a 
formal education And I mean they were lucky to get through the 
eighth grade 

And so to see you achieve that was probably wonderful? 


YATES 
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Oh they were so happy They didn t realize that I was just not 
going anywhere [Laughter] 

Oh well I don t know about that Did you have siblings? 

I have a sister [Lorene Mabrey Eskew] but she was ten years older 
and she got married when she was seventeen She fled home and 
she eloped and of course everybody thought it wouldn t work 
They re still mamed And he [Ormand W Eskew] was a little bit 
older and they thought Oh he s going somewhere he s going to 
the University of Redlands and he was going to be a doctor and all 
this He ended up working for the [Southern California] Edison 
Company which was great but they were worried about that 
mam age They re still mamed and he s taking care of her It s 
good he was a little bit older because she has Alzheimer s now 
Oh that s too bad 

And bemg ten years older she was more like an aunt to me 
So it was almost like you were an only child for part of 
Almost except my cousins used to invade my house—the ones 
from Ojai and this area 

Well what were you going to do once you finished high school? 

I don t know I never wanted to leave my home If I had never 
married I think I d have been happy because I really My 
parents and I we were just 
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Close? 

great together And I love Palm Spnngs You do it s 
infectious when you live in a place and you really love it Maybe 
most people do love home towns but Palm Spnngs was different I 
met so many wonderful people from all walks of life and was 
exposed to Well you know some of my close friends were 
delivered to school in limousines And they didn't care that I rode a 
bicycle or that we had an old car or whatever it was 
Right 

It was just a wonderful expenence 

So did you have any plans to go to college? No? 

My dad of course wanted me to and Yes I was going to but 
my grades weren t all that great I was not a great student I came 
to my aunt s [Winnie Vernon Carsner] m Ventura—had an aunt in 
Ventura—when I finished high school Remember the [World] 

War [II] years were in there and it 
Right sure that was a tough time 

It was tough [I] came to Ventura College I only spent one 
semester there I liked it but I wasn t a senous student There was 
something the matter with me I don t know if growing up m Palm 
Spnngs you think life is always going to be like that And I 
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couldn t achieve I just didn't And the war was on and it was 

difficult I m not an intellectual obviously [Laughter] 

I don t know if that's obvious but 

Well maybe I hide it well But I love to read—and I always 
did—but I didn t like writing papers 
So school wasn t for you 9 

It wasn t it really wasn t and But I disappointed my dad 

greatly And one thing the attraction in Palm Springs was I had a 
boyfriend [Maurice Smith] and yet that wasn t the mam thing for 
me It was just I loved my home my family my life it was so full 

And the only thing I worked I worked then My mother and 
dad said I had to work I couldn t come home and just play I went 
to work for our family dentist as a dental assistant and that was OK 
but I didn t like blood [Laughter] and I wasn t going to be anything 
really better and so I just sort of marked time I didn t know what 
to do 

My boyfriend got an appointment to [the United States 
Military Academy at] West Point which he should have taken but 
he drove away and I was never going to see him again probably 
you know And then he didn t accept it He came back and hung 
around Palm Springs which was not good but he did Eventually 


we were married 
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Oh OK 

That was my first marriage It was a first love and I don t even 

know how to explain that except we were too young—I was 

twenty one I didn t marry him until I was twenty one 

That s still young 

It s still young but it wasn't then 

Yes sure 

You know 9 The war years and all that The war was over by that 
time but I don t know how to explain it except he was 
persistent We were married twelve years and had two 
children—two boys And he obviously didn t like to be mamed 
because he was a player [Laughter] 

That's hard 

Tennis player and a golfer and He went into my dad s business 
which was contracting lathing plastering and building Though I 
say the lathing and plastering because that was the most lucrative 
because there weren t any others and so he had all that work there 
So what year did you get divorced in 9 
Nineteen fifty eight 

OK And when did you meet your current husband [Robert J 
Lagomarsino] 9 
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Well I came to Ojai when It was really funny because 
And you wont write all this stuff probably I mean 
Well we transcribe all of it so 

That s OK except Anyway my aunts lived in Ojai and my 
cousins We'd grown up as sisters—our cousins—we always 
visited back and forth on holidays and everything The families 
were very close Anyway I talked to them and said that my 
husband—gee I don t know how much of this to talk about He 
was having an affair with the wife of a famous movie star 
Oh 

because we traveled m that set I was always faithful to him 
he was not always faithful to me And they were going to get 
married She was going to divorce and get married but stupid fool 
he didn t know she was just playing him and so But I was 
devastated 
Sure 

because it had happened before but it was never that serious I 
think He was really in love He falls in love easily Anyway 
talked to my cousin she says Well you come up here And I 
said Well school isnt out" and 
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Yes the kids are small 
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My oldest kid was Well Dana [Smith] was I had a baby 
he wasn t even Let s see that summer—he was bom in 
November—he wasn t even a year old 
Oh I see really young 

So I said OK when school's over I will come because I don't 
know what to do And I knew that they would take care of me 
My uncle [Pat Carsner] had died and there was plenty of room m 
the house and all that So she called back and she said Norma be 
sure and be here Saturday night we re having a dinner party and we 
have this wonderful man we want you to meet ' I get teary when I 
think about it We want you to cheer him up ' And I said You 
want me to cheer him up 9 
[Laughter] I was going to say 

His wife left him nine months ago and took his little girl and he s 
just devastated and we re really worried about him And I said 

Oh sure well fine 111 cheer him up Ha ha ha 1 I was like skin 
and bones my big bones were hanging around the skin you know 9 
I was down to a size eight 

My dad had died so I brought my mother with me and the 
children and we drove to Ojai and I got there for Saturday night 
We were at my aunt's house and my cousin [Lavon Carsner 
Roberts] comes over to her mother s house and she says Are you 
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ready to go 7 And my mother says ' Where are you going you 
know? And I said They want me to go to a dinner party and she 
said OK you know she s still protecting me she doesn t 
And I met Bob that night at the dinner party and he thought I was a 
racy girl And you know Girl Scout s honor I had ever only 
known my one love my husband—and to this day both of my 
loves I married [Laughter] 

Right 

Right? But I had bleached hair and I was thin and whatever And I 
thought he was the dullest thing I d ever met And I thought you 
want me to cheer him up? I don t think anybody could I mean 
even m my divorce I was funny you know? Anyway I met him 
and we did become friends because we were both in the same I 
thought he s an attorney I m going to pick his brain right? 

Uh huh 

And he didn t know things that I knew about his ex wife that the 
whole town was talking about He didn t know it I thought he 
knew so I would say something about her boyfriend lived up there 
where she had gone and he said You're kidding? ' I said You 
don't know? Things like that would happen 
Yes that s in a small town type 


N LAGOMARSINO Yes 
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where people know 

everybody knew and I thought he just knew And we did 
become friends not lovers and he said Well she s not filed yet" 
And I said Well then you still have hope " And he said "Yeah I 
do You know were both kind of And I said Well I dont 
really because You know I dont think I could live again 
with my husband because this is not the first time 
Yes 

It s a pattern and it s just not a good way to be but I suppose I 
would Well I went back to my husband like twice and I d walk 
in and he d say OK I d like a chocolate cake and the pool hasn t 
been cleaned And I d look at him and think Is he kidding*? I 
mean he s making this my fault 7 He said 'You ve had a vacation 
tins summer I go Wasn t a vacation it was very terrible you 
know 7 But it really wasn t I was having a good time let me tell 
you 

No but I understand what you re saying 

Yes anyway 

Like nothing s happened 7 

Yes it s like my fault that he had an affair That s the kind of 
person he is it s always someone else s fault And I tried and I 
couldn t so I went back to my aunt s And Bob and I were friends 
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[Laughter] not lovers But Bob did say 1 1 know he 11 never 
change and if he doesn t change and you make your up your mind 
to divorce him and all that 111 wait for you Because we had been 
friends I mean really understood each other and I thought God 
he s so nice How could anyone anyone treat him this way 9 
And anyway I went back the second time it didn t work 
again I mean he was going to force me to stay with him and I 
went ahead with the divorce I just was not going to do it And on 
the first visitation I took the children to Palm Springs and he 
kidnapped them and took them to Europe This is really painful but 
I didn t see them for six months 
Oh my gosh 

That s when I leaned on Bob 
Oh that s horrible 

I was devastated Anyway this is why I don t know how much you 
would write in this because 

Well normally we transcribe all of it so I think when you 

Here hold on a second 

[Interruption] 

For the record we were just chatting a minute about how much 
detail we were going to go into but why don t you at least give a 
little bit of Because the timing and everything tells about when 
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anyway so you 

N LAGOMARSINO OK so 

YATES Your husband 

N LAGOMARSINO Kidnapped the children and a taxi delivered a letter to my mother 

And I was believe it or not at the beauty salon having my hair 
fixed And she called me and she said Pie s taken the children 
And oh God 

YATES This is their first visitation you said 9 

N LAGOMARSINO Right Yes he planned it all And I didn t know where he d gone 

but eventually I learned Bob helped me because I didn t know 
anything about the Republican party or anything but And he 
wasn't in office he was the mayor of Ojai but Congressman 
[Charles M ] Teague was the congressman who represented this 
district and Bob knew him and all this—not that you d have to But 
eventually they set something m motion to watch the mail coming 
to my in laws And they couldn t open the mail naturally but they 
could record the postmarks They were coming from Nice France 
and so we figured that s where they were 

They just planned that I would get a passport and go there 


and kidnap the children—go with someone and just take the 
children bring them home You didn't have to do anything legally 
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because Oh I had gone ahead with the divorce and gotten 
custody of the children naturally because he had I mean 
[you] wouldnt have even joint custody with someone who had 
done that 
Right 

But the laws were strange at that I don t know how they have 
changed but I know Bob's legislation had something to do with if 
you don t have custody then you are a kidnapper 1 
Right OK 

That was what it had to deal with so 

So now when did you decide to get married 9 

Well we decided when I guess the children were gone and I had 

no family and we were just such good friends and we leaned on 

each other Before he was leaning a little on me now I was leaning 

totally on him He was about to fall over but I don t know we 

just decided and were married in November 1960 And the 

children were back before then They called and He came 

home still trying to get me to 

Come back 9 

come back and not marry Bob 
After kidnapping your children 


1 SB 176 1965 Reg Sess Cal Stat ch 194 
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After that Right like I could live with someone Ever I mean 
I would just be the housekeeper right 9 Which I was all the time 
anyway but there was just no way I could do it and I felt badly 
because of my children And he says You re never going to have 
your children and all that sort of thing And I said "I will 
because I never will give up custody 

But he even threatened physical harm and this sort of thing 
and so I decided just to go ahead and marry Bob and it wasn t easy 
It was almost sad because I felt I m giving up my children but I 
wasn't because I had the custody But for him to come back with 
the children I had to agree to him—nothing legal—that I would let 
them stay with him in Palm Springs and that I would come and stay 
with my mother and have them every other week or something 
Their routine would not change mine would And Bob said Yes 
do whatever you know So I did that 
Wow 

For two years I drove—this even gets teary—1600 miles a month 
I would go to Palm Springs the children would come and stay at 
grandma s house and I d take them to school or do whatever I 
think ten days is the most I was ever away from them 
So that must have been really tough with the new marriage 9 


N LAGOMARSINO It wasn t 
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OK 

You see that s how great Bob is I mean he s just the most 
giving And I could handle it too knowing that I hadn t really 
lost them I mean Icouldnt you know any other way And I 
could not have Well my mother was in Palm Springs that 
made it easy But then when she died it made it a little more 
difficult But so many things happened Susan I mean it s just 
He threatened to take them again Because he married Dinah 
Shore—I don t know if you know this 
Oh no Oh my gosh 

It gets so This is another Want to write a book? 

Yes [Laughter] 

Of course the movie star s wife didn t marry him—that was before 
he kidnapped the kids He knew that and was devastated of 
course Then he wanted me back—that's the sequence 

Then when he brought the children back I didn t want them 
tom He had put the oldest boy in school m France and he said 
when he came home And he and I were so close he was only 
eight and he said I wanted to tell the gendarme I was taken by 
my father and I wanted to get in touch with you And I knew he 
would take me to my dad and then dad would be angry and he 
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would say stupid boy" or something you know 9 I mean it was 
just 

Yes an impossible situation for him 

Then when he came to this country he was still trying to get me to say 
I would come back to him and I couldn t do it I just said Bring the 
children home and we 11 discuss something but I can't you 
know 9 
Yes 

Anyway he put them in school if you can imagine under the 
His name is Dexter and [he] put him in school [under] instead of 
Dexter Smith Dexter Martin Well that s hard on an eight year 
old—I mean the emotional stuff And it s ruined his life it really 
has he s mentally ill 
Oh that's terrible 

And it is it s devastating And you know I can go back and I can 
try to think what could I have done 9 I don t think I could have done 
anything 

No it sounds like a lot of it was out of your control I mean 
Really 

Well I hate to come back to 
Yes 


YATES 


I mean 
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Its OK 

Because it s an emotional topic but I m just thinking then this 
whole opportunity for your husband came up—to run for the state 
senate—and it sounds like all of this was very complicated in terms 
of your trying to 

Well but it wasnt because it was separate and apart—his running 
But I mean in terms of the timing you were still obviously very 
immersed in taking your children They were in Palm Springs 
Going back and forth 7 That s right but it was a part of You 
know it was so much better Susan than when I didn t know where 
they were that actually it was a happy time 
OK that makes sense 

Yes it was so devastating to think I d never see them again 
Oh yes 

and didn t know where they were that I thought this is OK And 
then I thought—which is a beautiful thing—there s some reason I 
met Bob It was almost It was religious It was almost like he 
needed me so much He was so unhappy and she was not a nice 
person I mean she had had three affairs or something And this 
little girl is just wonderful She s my daughter and she loves me 
She always says things like Oh thank you Norma I wish my 
mother was like you And I said Your mother loves you Karen 
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[Ann Lagomarsino Kraft] ' I mean I ve never tried to really take a 
mother's place because I wouldn t want anyone to do that with my 
kids 

But it sounds like 
Oh she s wonderful 
she appreciates you 
Oh she does and we re very close 
That s wonderful 

But it s so funny because I have such a religious feeling about the 
whole thing that I always wanted a I wanted my second to be a 
girl And it was a boy and I said Smitty —[this] is what we 
called Mr Smith— got his way again He got a boy he wanted a 
boy Which he never even changed a diaper until he took him 
[Laughter] Isn't that funny'? 

Yes So this opportunity comes up for your husband to run for the 
state senate How did you feel about that 7 
Oh we hadn t even been married a year and I kept the mce little 
house in Ojai and I had my And then I d go to Palm Springs 
and stay with the children and bring them up on weekends And it 
was grueling but I wanted us together as a family so we d have 


weekends 
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And what I did was His wife [Maxine Eckerman 
Lagomarsino] had taken Karen north but she d come visit on an 
airplane and we d get together and then one day I said ' Are the 
airplane trips difficult for you Karen*? 1 You know she was so 
young she [said] Yes and all tins And I said ’ Why don t you 
talk your mother into movmg down here*? Then you wouldn t have 
to fly And I knew the mother s boyfriend still lived down here 
And she did she moved to Thousand Oaks 

So when I went to Palm Springs I would pick Karen up on 
the way home on Friday and we d have weekends Sundays nights 
I would deliver Karen and then go on to Palm Springs 
So the three kids 

Got together as a family and we d do things on the weekends But 
the political thing it worked out OK because I was gone to Palm 
Springs I didnt have to be in Sacramento and it did work out 
What was the question 1 ? [Laughter] 

Well I was asking you what were your thoughts when this 
opportunity came up 
Oh that s right 

and what did you think about it 1 ? 


N LAGOMARSINO Well I didn t know anything about the political world And he 

said Would you mind if I ran*? They're trying to talk me into it 
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I said I don t care do what you want to do " I didn t realize that it 
was going to be a career and all And maybe if I had known that I 
would have said Gee well maybe not ' because it takes so much 
of your life 
Yes 

But I said Do what you want to do and so I helped him We d 
campaign and 

Tell me what did you do ? I know you said you traveled with him 
while he was campaigning or out and about 
Around the county 

But talk a little bit about what you did and what you saw your role 
was 

Well my role—always—-was not to be the politician just to be the 
helpmate and that s what I always was So I was just by his side 
helped him And in fact I gave a speech to a Republican group 
after he had been in a few years They would have me talk to the 
wives of candidates My mam thrust was you are not the candidate 
Let your husband be the candidate but be his helper Don t put on 
the blackboard scrub the floor or repair this or anything Take 
care of as many of those things so he doesn t have to worry about 
that he s got enough to worry about That sort of thing which 
doesn t sound too terribly important but 
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[Interruption] 

OK we just had a brief interruption We don t have too much time 
so we 11 see what we can do in the next fifteen minutes 
Fast right 

OK so you would give this talk This was organized by the 
Republican party 
Right to women 
Local groups OK 

Well Los Angeles and California sometimes 
Well once he wins the election— this is all very fast and happens 
What were the plans for how you were going to deal with being m 
Sacramento part of the time and being down here part of the time 9 
Well when my children were in Palm Springs I could be in 
Sacramento And we got an apartment We didn t buy a house or 
do anything like that we just had an apartment Then I could take 
the children [during] vacation times to Sacramento and worked it 
out that way 

So you really moved up there with him m a sense 9 
I would visit there Mainly our home was m Ojai And then—it 
does get involved but—I did try having the children in school in 
Sacramento One semester is all and it was a very important year 
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It was Dexters eighth grade and the little boy Dana—who just 
called—he was m the second grade And I put them m school at 
Cathedral School downtown because our apartment was downtown 
near the capitol It was a mistake I should not have done it 
downtown It was a difficult transition for them Dana made his 
first communion Dexter graduated I have movies of it it s 
wonderful but 
It was too hard 

it was very difficult because of Well for one thing we were 
the only Gee I don t want this to sound like we re racists or 
something but there were mostly Hispanics in this school and it 
was hard The sixties very difficult And I really should not have 
done that but I wasn t smart enough to see it But anyway that 
So you did that for one semester 9 

One semester and it didn t work because Bob wanted to be at home 
every weekend and we weren t going to let him come home without 
us 

So you re traveling back and forth 

We were traveling back and forth And you couldn t fly there were 


no schedules then no flight And we couldn t have done that 
So we drove and it was very difficult so that didn t work 
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So you were coming down on the weekends is that what you were 

doing 9 

Right 

And then going and The constituents I mean he would be 

doing things while you were down here 9 

Yes And it just was not right so that didn't last But there was a 

reason I did that and the reason I did that was because the father 

had taken them again 

Oh 

But I got smart and was tougher and tracked them and got them 
before they did anything It s because Dinah divorced him 
Oh my gosh 

[Laughter] Well its terrible but then she I always say this as 
kind of humorous I had twelve years with hnn so I have the record 
for the years but she has the record She married him again 
she married him twice [Laughter] 

Oh dear Well we all make mistakes 
Enough said Right 

Now when you went up there at first or even later on what was 
the socialization process for you being the wife of a legislator 9 
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Well there again were all m the same boat—the wives—and so 
we re friendly and comparing notes and You know where do 
you live and all this and it was fun 

Now how did you get to know each other 9 How did you meet 9 
Oh there s a group the PALS [Protective Association for 
Legislative Spouses Club] 

OK, I was gomg to ask you about that So how would you hook up 
with the PALS 9 Did they contact you 9 
They invite you 
OK 

Yes they had a board and they would invite you to a luncheon It 

didn t take long for you to figure out personalities the ones that you 

could be more friendly with just as in any group 

Sure And this is assembly and senate spouses Well I assume 

women mostly 

Right 

[Laughter] at that time 

And there were lobbyists wives In that time the lobbyists were 
very active and 
Well how did that happen 9 
to me it was OK 
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1 AB 1240 
Housing Act 


Yes how would that I mean m terms of compromising or you 
know the interaction of the lobbyists or 

It didn t matter they d play golf and it just was OK They weren t a 
dirty name for some reason Some lobbyists would be maybe but 
not the ones who had wives and they would join in and do this 
and 

Would the wives ever bring up a topic with you about 

No not unless it was a real hot something like the Rumford Act 1 or 

something That was one that wives got involved in which didn t 

make a lot of sense to me for them to be It never made a lot of 

sense to me for wives to be political 

How did they get involved on that 9 

Just start talkmg about it you know 9 And get heated m arguments 
and 

So were there any particular rules that you didn t talk about 
legislation 9 

Yes right you weren t supposed to I m sure I don t remember too 
much about that 
OK 

But we were just It was a social group because you didn t have 
entree really mto other areas m the community unless you knew 
1963 Reg Sess Cal Stat ch 1853 Also known as the Fair 
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someone And I happened to know someone from Palm Springs 
who was there and she I was lucky that way 
Oh OK 

But there were longtime legislators you know they d go for years 
and years and years so their wives would usually be the grand 
ladies and tell you what you should do and what you shouldn t do 
and 

Now how did you and your husband discuss legislation 1 ? Did you 
guys talk about things that were difficult topics perhaps or Im 
not asking the question very well but 

No but the topic of the year or whatever the legislation was would 
just be m You d discuss it with your friends I never had much 
to say about anything I always felt the way he did generally I 
might have some little private thoughts but And I d say them 

In fact he d ask me sometimes things but I don t think I was very 
influential m those But he would have me read things and I 
said You re going to have me read something that you wrote 7 
Pie said Yes He made me feel like I was more qualified than I 
was I think 

Well it sounds like he valued your opinion on things 

He did he did And I was so proud of him and respected him so 


much that almost anything he did it was nght to me 
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Well he had mentioned this story [Phillip] Phil Burton 
[Laughter] Oh yeah that s a good one 

and I did want to get your take on either that particular situation 
or if there was another situation like that where you would be 
socializing with legislators obviously and their wives That 
particular story of course says something about Phil Burton 
Right Well that was just one of those times when you ended up 
after someplace And ended up everybody at a big table And 
everybody was dancing and my husband doesn t like to dance Of 
course neither did my first husband I said How did I end up 
with two guys that didn t like to dance? But Phil Burton was a 
good dancer and I could follow and dance and he liked those 
couple of dances with me too you know 
Did he bring up the bills with you? 

Oh no ( It was just that we were all having fun And I think my 
personality did work well because I didn t care if they were 
Democrat or Republican we were friends And that was true in the 
PALS Club really I mean you’d just 
That partisanship didn t play a role? 

It didn t it didn t as far as being friendly and nice But I told you 
the story about the Beilensons with [Ronald W ] Reagan s head 


lady Kathy [Davis] 
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Oh tell about that yes 

Well [Anthony C ] Tony and Dolores [Beilenson] lived next to 
Ronald Reagan's private secretary—111 call her—Kathy Davis 
And Tony would entertain poker parties and he d have Democrats 
usually you know The smoke filled room with the And they 
would talk about things And we used to tease them and say 
Kathy is out there listening she's going to report to the governor " 
But we d laugh about things like that it was funny We were all 
friends really I wouldn t say all because you can say who s the 
good guys and who are the bad guys You just know that they re 
not A handshake doesn t mean anything to them 
Well in 1966 Proposition 1 A 1 passed which made the legislature 
a full time legislature I was wondering what impact that that had 
or that you might comment on m terms of your schedule [or] on 
life 9 You know pre 66 versus post 66 

That s probably when I tried to have the children in school there 
and tried to make it more firm Yes 
Because the sessions were longer 
Right But it didn t work as I said 

Anything else you remember about the impact it might have had on 
your living situation etc 9 


1 Proposition 1A (November 1966) constitutional revision 
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Well I think that it made us realize that it was going to be full time 
instead of part time and that he wouldn t have a law practice that 
he couldn't really do both Though some people who lived close 
enough to Sacramento We had friends who were attorneys and 
they could because they could just drive back and forth 
But the distance made it really difficult 
The distance made it difficult 

What about the financial impact on you overall whether it s pre 66 
or not 9 

I will say you weren t in it for the money for sure Even after it 
became a full time legislature the money wasn t that good And if 
you hadn t had private money life would have been very difficult 
And I think that it didn't really It didn t affect me personally 
much I mean I m not a high liver anyway I don t think so that 
I really don t know how to answer that 
OK 

It just didnt change 
Things that much 9 

our lives that much Except we never had time to do anything 
anyway We wouldn t [Laughter] 

Well what did you see as the upside of being the spouse of a 
legislator 9 What did you like about it 9 
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What did I like about it 9 Susan I don t know I don't think my life 
changes I do the same things I make friends go with those 
friends or I wasn t power hungry or anything you know 9 It 
didn t But I ve always gotten along I don t know whatever 
Well maybe I asked that the wrong way Maybe 111 ask the 
opposite which is what s difficult about it 9 What s difficult about 
being 

Time I think the time having to rush and not enjoy a lot of things 
that I think my family suffered Our family suffered because 
everything was political Not only political it was the people the 
constituents You had to do it for the constituents You had to do 
Instead of family coming first I don t think families can come first 
They can say it but it s just not true and I think family suffers 
What about the media 9 Did that play any role in your privacy or 
lack thereof 9 

Actually through all my trials on all this they were pretty decent 
pretty decent And I think mainly that's because we were I think 
you get a return on how you treat things if you re nice it 11 be OK 
Well obviously you had a whole other life when you went off 
both of you to Washington D C 


N LAGOMARSINO Right 
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And I m just cunous real briefly if there's similarities and 
differences between your expenences going off to D C versus 
here 

Well Susan to get back to that first part it was exciting I will tell 
you my friends at home said Gosh you re lucky 
Oh to go to D C 9 

Well no even before D C —Sacramento 
Oh OK 

See that s the part And I think we didn t feel it was anything as 
different as our friends at home and even constituents thought 
They thought we were leading this wonderful life—and it was it 
was interesting So that s it And friends would say Oh gosh we 
sit around here you go up there and you get to do this and that and 
be with the governor and the people So that s true See there 
was an excitement for that but I don t think we felt it was so grand 
or anything It was work yeah 
It takes up a lot of your time your free time 
It does it does But you are part of history and that makes it a little 
bit exciting when you think about it And then the contrast going to 
Washington was the 6000 miles the 3000 there and 3000 back 
which 


YATES 


That s tough 
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[End Tape 1 Side A] 
[Begin Tape 1 Side B] 
YATES 


made it difficult And maintaining several homes and it just 
[Interruption] 

I was just saying I know we ve been kind of jumping all over the 
place and not getting into a lot of depth but is there anything that 
we haven t talked about that you think is worth talking about m 
terms of your role and looking at being the spouse of a legislator? 
Well no I ve talked about what I think The spouse is the spouse 
and the helpmate and it wouldn t be any different—I don t think—if 
Bob would be m a business Well we re retired now and he is and 
I help him with that as much as I can Help him by doing things 
that the woman s supposed to do And then I get the enjoyment of a 
full life because I m proud of him Maybe I m the old fashioned 
type I wasn t maybe capable enough to have a career of my 
own—I don t know I just enjoy everything Right now we re 
workmg on his archives He wouldn t do it but I see that it s 
important and now he s beginning to see Hey yeah 


I was asking what do you think are the challenges or key to making 
this all work knowing that you have the challenges of a family 
especially if you have children who were young? The living 
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arrangements and the difficulties of the distance etc What do you 
think it takes to make that work 9 

N LAGOMARSINO Well what it takes to make that work perfectly is you have to be a 

good person If you want to be a legislator and you want to work 
hard and be honest you can do that Too many people I think get 
into it who shouldn t And I was asked many times by candidates 
wives or potential candidates 'Well do you think we should try 
it 9 Should we shouldn t we should we shouldn t we 9 
I said If you have a good marriage do it It 11 be fine 
You 11 work hard and you'll do it If you don t have a good 
marriage it'll get worse because I d seen it too many times 
You cannot spread yourself so thin You have to be 
dedicated and you have to want to do it Not that you really want 
to be a politician but whatever you do you want to do it well 
Because being a politician isn t any different than any other work 
when you get right down to it You have to be smart you have to 
be land of a quick study as they say do your homework and do all 
of that which my husband always did 

You know what he did Susan when we were first in 
Sacramento and he had a budget that was a foot tall 9 He s sit in the 
bathtub This is a habit of his 111 tell He loves to read the 
papers and all that in the bathtub—soak He keeps adding hot 
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water and soaks and reads the papers Well he would read this 
budget and I would say 'How can you just read a budget 9 And he 
said Reading a budget tells me about every agency and I know 
how much money and 1 1 mean that was a thorough and 
wonderful way to learn right away about the The California 
state budget told him about all the agencies how much money they 
needed or what It was a clear study and he was smart enough 
to recognize it I bet you none of the other people read the budget 
And he d ink it 

Yes Well off the top it doesn t sound too exciting 
No 

but what you say is 
In depth 

pretty obvious actually if you really think about it 
So his twelve years in Sacramento were twelve good years He got 
involved and he was asked to carry legislation and do things 
because he was thorough and a man of his word and he could work 
both sides of the aisle because he was trustworthy And I was so 
proud of him it made my work easy 

And to this day Im still having problems with my oldest 
boy but it wasn t the fault of the political life really Except I will 
say it takes time away from families Families don t come first 
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They can say it "My family comes first" but the kids have to deal 
with the other kids on the block they have to defend their fathers 
and it s different it really is different in that way it affects the 
family They think you re privileged because you can do this 
You re no different you re worse you know 9 Worse 
off—families—because you can t do this job You can t take a job 
because it involves something that you shouldn t My husband 
didn t even really feel like practicing law because of conflict of 
interests and things so he didn t 

YATES Right Well I would just imagine it s not an eight hour a day job 

so I would think time would be the really critical element 
especially m dealing with families and having time 

N LAGOMARSINO That s true And saying to them Oh we cant do that because 

of you know 9 

YATES Oh because of the conflict of interest 9 

N LAGOMARSINO Yes So it s a penalty really 

YATES Well maybe to wrap things up I just wanted to ask too about his 

running for Congress because I forgot to ask you about that and 
how that was decided if you shared in the decision etc 


N LAGOMARSINO Yes I encouraged him because I said We ve done twelve years in 

Sacramento let s do something different" And I said Think how 
proud your mother would be of you and he said ' Oh you think 
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so? Oh I don t know And I said Well I know you'll be good 
and you are probably the only one who will get elected from our 
party during Watergate And it was true and it was exciting I d 
never even thought I would live any place but Palm Springs This 
was an adventure And then Sacramento and so it was never dull 
always exciting and Because I always was proud of him I 
knew he could do it And believe me his first press conference in 
Washington—because it was Watergate—it was beautiful and he 
handled it so beautifully I mean he comes through he really 
comes through You think Oh this old guy And then he just 
says some really brilliant wonderful things 
What did he say at that press conference? 

Because it was Watergate and 
The timing was hard 

It was Yes it was hard And I think President [Richard M ] Nixon 
thought that because my husband got elected that that would do 
somethmg good for him That the feel of the people But it 
wasn t that at all It was [that] the constituents knew him and it was 
pretty much the same congressional district as had been the senate 
district for the California State Senate so that the people knew and 


went for him 
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Well I know this has been short We ve got to wrap things up Is 
there anything you can think of at the moment that we should have 
talked about 9 

No just that for a woman if you re proud of your husband and you 
know he can do it and it s not going to affect your life that way you 
just work and do everything you can to help him and it will work 
It will work Although families do suffer 
Yes 

and there s just no two ways about it Think of Abigail Adams 
[Laughter] 

So I guess you have to weigh those just 
You do 

do the best you can 9 

And there s nothing perfect m life The other thing is if the guy 
wants to do it he d better try it or You don t want to be blamed 
Except my husband wouldn t have missed it We d have made our 
life fine whatever 

The one thing a lot of the families—and 111 talk more about the 
Congress—when you lose or you retire or something they say Are 
you going to stay in Washington 9 And I said No why would we 
stay in Washington 9 And they say Well what will you do at 
home 9 ' I say Whatever But why would we stay in Washington 9 
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It s wonderful but you look at where we have to come home to 
California s a great state and our home is a great area But some of 
those people go to these out of the way places where it's really dull 
and they don t want to go home they couldn t 

I didn t finish that really but what I m saying too is that a lot 
of them are making more money in Congress than they ever could 
at home Do you know what I m saying? They say I m 
sacnficmg Financially they re not sacrificing And I will tell 
you that some of the women who would go on a trip with the 
congressional wives and whatever and there was no shortage of 
money for them and yet they always wanted the raises My 
husband never voted for a raise Maybe because we didn t really 
have to but it wasn t right I mean you have to be there for a 
reason other than the money but believe me I m sure a lot of them 
are there because it s a dam good living They say No But I tell 
you they want a house at home they want a house there they 
begin to think more grandly of themselves They begin to believe 
their own press releases That s a funny thing isn't it? 

YATES Uh huh 

N LAGOMARSINO Yes They begin to believe they are really great That was not true 


m our case I mean I m proud of him but I know you can be 
replaced always you could be replaced And that s why you 
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campaign hard by working hard And if you work hard it usually 
happens unless someone comes along and spends $3 5 million on 
their campaign [Laughter] 

Right well that must have been a tough situation 
It was 

the 92 election 

Right Because we d never had to spend any of our money for 
campaigning after the first I think we loaned the campaign 
$10 000— I think the very first one And that s when I said to Bob 
111 eat beans for the rest of my life what do I care? We re going 
to do something were going to do it right And the campaign 
paid us back but 

But after that you didnt have to raise money? 

Oh we had to raise money 

I mean you raised money but you didn t put any money of your 
own in—excuse me 

That s right because if the people don t want to invest m you you 
don t want to buy it for yourself So I do believe in people giving 
money to campaigns because that shows that they believe m you 
Now the 92 campaign did you put in money—is that what you're 
saying? 
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Yeah We put in about $300 000 which I resent because we had to 
have a decent campaign against this $3 5 million] I don’t know 
how much we spent maybe we spent We raised probably [$] 3 
or [$]400 000 and put in 
It's an incredible amount of money 

And I kind of said Oh If you d won you d feel it was worth 

it But to spend it and have that guy [Michael Huffington] win 
[Laughter] Oh that was a mistake 
Yes that s tough OK anything [else] 9 When you see the 
transcript like I said if there s something—since we ve had to 
really kind of quickly move through things—that you want to add 
we 11 just make a notation that it was added after the interview 
OK we can chat any time 
OK 

I mean I think I said it all 
Thanks 


[End Tape 1 Side B] 



